Vet School Interview Preparation Advice

The interview is a very important step in the selection process. It allows the school to learn more about you as well as allowing you to learn more about the school. 
Dress: Dark pant-suit (no skirts ladies, they are unprofessional)


Ladies: Closed toe shoes with modest heel if any

Guys: shoes and socks that MATCH your suit (no black w/blue or brown or any combination thereof, and no white socks period!)

Be early to your interview to give you time to relax, and scope out the second floor of the med sciences library a few days before to give you an idea of your surroundings and make you more comfortable.

There will be three interviewers on one side of the table with nametags, you sitting on the other side alone. Shake all their hands when you go in. Don’t be worried by their frantic scribbling of notes, they’ll write stuff down no matter what you say. Not writing anything down means you’re not interesting to talk to so you want them to scribble!

Questions: These are some common ones you’re almost guaranteed to get, for a more comprehensive list check out the links below. ANY question is fair game!! 

Jot down notes in the weeks before your expected interview date (start in November) on how you would answer them. Only notes!! Do not try to memorize responses because they will sound rehearsed no matter what and if you forget any part and freeze you will look like a fool. Know what topics you want to cover and let the rest fill itself in. 

PRACTICE TALKING! Practice ahead of time to learn how to ‘fill in the rest’. Talk over a radio or TV (you won’t feel quite as silly talking to yourself and it will get you used to projecting your voice clearly come interview time). Say your response spontaneously at least three different ways; you won’t memorize one response and you’ll know how to adjust if you don’t say it quite how you wanted to because you’ve done it before!

Do not tell them what you think they want to hear. If your response doesn’t align with the rest of your answers, or with your essays especially, they will notice and disregard your answers as not being genuine. 

Review your essays because they will ask about them. 

Know what you did last summer (and everything before that) because they’ll ask you about them. If you don’t recognize an activity when asked about it they’ll suspect you made it up.

· Why do you want to be a vet?
· What are your motivations?
· What is the difference b/w animal rights and animal welfare?
· What other kinds of jobs can you get as a veterinarian?
· What might you want to specialize in?
· What are some of the best/worst parts of private practice?
· Vet school is an intensive, stressful place. How do you deal with lots of pressure?
· What are 5 qualities of a great vet?
· What is the most challenging class you've ever had and why?
· Euthanasia questions, what would you do in a certain situation?
· How will your hobbies pertain to your profession?
· What do you consider to be your greatest strengths and weaknesses?
· Perfectionism is NOT a strength! 
· How would you describe yourself?
· How do you deal with conflict situations?
· What was the last book that you read?
· *If you were tied with one other person for the last spot, what would you tell me to convince me that I should pick you over the other person?  
· Do you have any questions for us?
· Make sure you do in fact have some!
http://www.wm.edu/so/prevet/interview.html 

http://www.piercecollege.edu/faculty/shapirls/Sampleinterviewquestions.html 

http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/studentprograms/Interviews.html 

http://www.aces.uiuc.edu/Careers/documents/VetSchoolAdmissionsInterview-PrcaticeQuestions.pdf 


Thank your interviewers for their time and consideration at the conclusion of your interview, regardless of how well you think it went. And ALWAYS write each one a personalized thank you card! They interview hundreds so mention something unique that you discussed during your interview to jog their memory. And they may compare with your other interviewers so don’t write them exactly the same. Thank you cards are expected, so even if you don’t write them, you can bet everyone else did! Turn them in to the admissions office to be distributed to your interviewers since you don’t have addresses. 

Final word of advice: RELAX!! You are expected to be nervous; jumbling one or two answers is not the kiss of death. Be yourself and be honest, you’ve already proven yourself on paper, they want to evaluate your personality and potential as a colleague. Taking a breath before you answer to calm your nerves is fine! Be confident in your abilities, without being arrogant, and convince them why you deserve to be there, the rest will take care of itself. Good luck!
