Requirements for Internship
MS Program in Science and Technology Journalism

Texas A&M University

Students choosing the non-thesis option in the MS program in science and technology journalism must complete a 3-credit-hour internship.  (Students choosing the thesis option may do an internship if they wish.)  Normally the internship is undertaken after at least two semesters of course work.  

Prior approval: Before the internship begins, it must be approved by the coordinator of the MS program.  To qualify for approval, an internship should include a substantial amount of science writing or science editing.  The supervisor of the internship should be experienced and expert in the communication of science and should be ready to give the intern guidance and feedback.
Internship agreement: Before the internship, the accompanying internship registration form must be completed and signed.

Registration: Students seeking internship credit register for VIBS 684 (Professional Internship).  To receive 3 hours of credit, a student must complete at least 300 hours of internship work.  Registration normally is for the semester after the internship is completed, to help ensure that all requirements are met.  Students wishing to enroll in VIBS 684 during the term the internship is taken must consult the program coordinator.
Journal: Each student must maintain a detailed daily journal of internship activities and work completed.  This journal becomes part of the student’s portfolio.  (See next item.)  Typically, students e-mail the program coordinator their journal entries once a week.

Portfolio: To receive credit, the student must complete a portfolio.  This portfolio should include the following:

· a paper, typically of at least 5 double-spaced pages, describing and evaluating the internship experience and relating it to the student’s courses

· the student’s journal entries

· examples of work done during the internship

The portfolio will remain in the program office.  Examples of previous portfolios are available to consult as models.

Oral presentation: After the internship, the student will give a presentation about it.  Commonly, this presentation is given in an introductory course in the master’s program.

Evaluations by supervisor: At least twice during the internship, the supervisor will be asked to submit a written evaluation of the student’s work to the program coordinator.
Grading: Grading will be S/U (satisfactory/unsatisfactory).
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