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	Lesson Plan
	Animal Breeds



Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website 
Summary: 
This lesson will introduce a variety of animal breeds commonly seen by veterinarians and other veterinary personnel, including those on the FFA State Veterinary Science Clinic & CDE Breeds Identification tests. The lesson will allow students to learn how to identify differences in coloring, hair length and texture as well as different body types and classifications. This lesson covers feline, cattle, canine, equine, exotic, goats, sheep, and swine breeds. Students can get creative when they make a study guide for each breed and practice classification characteristics. Included in this lesson is a comprehensive worksheet for every breed. 

Subject TEKS: 130.6, 5A; identify a variety of animal species according to common breed characteristics
Grade Level: 9th-12th
Learning Objectives: 

Learners will be able to:
· Categorize breeds by their classifications
· Identify breeds based on physical characteristics

· Compare and contrast different breeds
Time Required: 1- 50 min. class period: PowerPoint Presentation and Worksheet
Materials: 

· Breeds PowerPoints (download from PEER website, instructions below) 
· Breeds Worksheet (print 1 per student); KEY provided
· Texas FFA Veterinary Science CDE breeds list (included)
· Construction paper, scissors, markers = craft supplies for study guides

· Additional Resources at the end of this lesson plan
Presentation: 
PowerPoint presentations can be found for each of the sections of breeds. These breeds are the breeds listed on the 2013 Texas FFA Veterinary Science CDE breeds list. You may choose to show the slide show and have your students take notes or ask them to research their own breed and create their own PowerPoint. This will depend on the education level and size of your class as well as time allowed.
Where to find the PowerPoint Presentations:

1. Visit the PEER Agricultural Science Page: http://peer.tamu.edu/VBB/AgTeacherResources.asp
2. Look at the top right hand corner: “FFA State Veterinary Science Clinic and CDE” 
3. Click on the ‘+’ sign to the left of the “Identification PowerPoints” link
4. Select the desired Breed PowerPoint to view. (You may save these to your computer for future reference) **Helpful picture of website on next page!**
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Activity/Application:

Ask you students to make study guides to practice identifying each breed. Great ideas for studying these breeds are to make flip books or graphic organizers. It is also fun to make matching cards with pictures and characteristics of each breed. Students can match the correct characteristic and correct picture together. To increase the application to include higher order thinking skills, ask your students to then arrange the breeds by classifications. (Cattle=beef, dairy, dual) (Equine=light, draft, pony) (dog= working, terrier, toy, hound…) (Cat= shorthair, longhair, wavy hair) (sheep= medium wool, fine wool, hair) (goats= meat, hair, milk) (Swine= erect or relaxed ears) (exotics= amphibian, mammal, bird, fish, reptile…)

Evaluation:

Each student will need to have the Breeds Worksheet. Print double sided! The choices of breeds to be used on this worksheet come from the presented PowerPoints. There is a Key provided on the PEER webpage to go along with each. Students will show their gained knowledge of the breeds and the breed characteristics on this evaluation worksheet.
Lesson Closure: 
In closing of this lesson, have each student turn to the back of their worksheet and fill out the Venn diagram on the back. They should select two breeds from the breeds list discussed on each PowerPoint presentation and compare and contrast the similarities and differences. At the bottom of the sheet they should write which of the two breeds they like more and why. This quick activity will sum up the lesson and allow each student to think in a comparative way to identify how different and similar cats are.

Additional links: 

PEER Breeds lessons - 

· Livestock Production lesson Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website – an in-depth lesson with activities and assessments covering cattle, equine, sheep, goat, and swine 

· Feline Breeds: Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website 
· Poultry Breeds, Management and Industry: Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website 
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