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Castrating Farm Animals and Race Horses Key
1.  List three reasons why farm animals are castrated.
Castrated males are less aggressive and easier to handle than non-castrated males.
Castrating animals will prevent unwanted reproduction.

Castrating meat animals will improve the quality of the meat.

2.  How does an owner decide if a male is too valuable to be castrated?

The owner has to evaluate the animal’s athleticism, disposition, and genetic background.  Then they decide if the animal is of exceptional breeding quality.
3.  Why are race horses sometimes castrated?

Male race horses can exhibit behaviors that are disruptive and may even interfere with placing it in the starting gate or with the race itself.  Aggressive horses tend to calm down after castrating.
Some owners also claim that male horses may run strangely due to the pinching of their testicles during the race.
Castrated horses also tend to have longer racing careers.  

4.  Explain how testosterone affects muscle.

Testosterone causes an increase in protein synthesis, red blood cell production, fat breakdown, basal metabolism, and cell division.  It maintains muscle mass and strength.  
5. Do you believe castrating farm animals is cruel?  Why or why not?

6.  Testosterone is important for the overall health and wellness of the body. What would you expect to see in a person or an animal that is experiencing low levels of testosterone?

Slowed growth and maturation

Loss of muscle mass and strength

Loss of libido (sex drive)

Loss of bone strength

Other symptoms of low testosterone reported in humans include mood problems, fatigue, and sleep disturbances.
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