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 Equine Skin Diseases  
Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website



Summary: 
This lesson covers common equine skin diseases including: causes, symptoms, treatment, and prevention. Located within the slide show are videos which cover a disease in a greater depth than the slides themselves. An around the room activity serves as a small review for students to evaluate what they have learned before the assessment. The assessment is a fill in the blank, true/false test. 

Keywords: Equine, Horse, Disease, Skin, Welfare, Symptoms, Prevention, Treatment 
Subject TEKS: Agriculture: 130.5 Equine Science 
· (4)  (A)  Describe issues concerning biotechnology related to the equine industry; and (B)  Identify animal welfare policy pertaining to the equine industry.

Grade Level: 9th- 12th 
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 
· Identify common equine skin diseases based on symptoms
· Describe how to treat specific equine skin diseases

· Describe ways that diseases are contracted and transferred  
· Describe prevention of certain equine skin diseases 

Time Required: 2 class periods 
Materials: 
· Common Equine Skin Diseases PowerPoint
· The Equine Skin Diseases Around the Room Activity 
· The Equine Skin Diseases Assessment 

· Paper to print out each activity 

· Tape to hang the around the room activity 

Background/Concepts for Teachers:  Become familiar with common equine skin diseases by reading through the PowerPoint a few times before teaching the lesson. Additionally, read scholarly articles that provide more depth about a certain disease if it is one of particular interest to you or your students.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Disease: a malfunction of a structure or job of a structure that is caused by an organism that creates signs and symptoms of its living state in a human, animal, or plant.
· Welfare: the well-being of animals
· Equine: of, relating to, or affecting horses or other members of the horse family
· Symptom: a physical or mental feature that is regarded as indicating a condition of disease, particularly such a feature that is apparent to the patient
· Treatment: the manner in which someone behaves toward or deals with someone or something
· Prevention: the action of stopping something from happening or arising
Lesson Introduction/Motivation:
 http://www.thehorse.com/articles/33421/the-real-cost-of-horse-ownership  This article from Horse.com illustrates the various expenses associated with horse keeping. Even if you get a “free horse” or a horse that is cheap, you are still going to be spending money on veterinarian bills, feed, stalls, etc. for the horse. Talk to the students about how routine health maintenance such as disease prevention, hygiene, and nutrition could, in the long run, save money and have a beneficial impact on the horse’s overall health.

Presentation/Explanation: The portion of the presentation covering skin diseases includes a review videos of ringworm, sarcoids, and pastern dermatitis.  These videos may require a few moments to load, please be patient.
Activity/Application: The “Around the Room” activity allows students to move around the room and test their knowledge of the material presented providing an opportunity to determine if they need further study before the assessment. The activity involves answering a question on a piece of paper and then finding the answer around the room and answering the question that is on the same sheet. 
Assessment/Evaluation: The assessment is a “fill in the blank” “true/false” test which covers the diseases in the slide show. An answer sheet is provided.
Lesson Closure:  To close the lesson have each student stand up and say what disease they found most interesting and why.
Lesson Extensions: Have students research and present their findings on diseases which have affected famous horses. Within the presentation students should include current treatment or prevention techniques for the disease.
Safety Issues: No safety issues unless a live horse is present or students will travel to a barn where horse safety would need to be implemented.
Resources:
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SwsEM8859M
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGlTxjzlScQ
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEWlTq-ZwKs" www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEWlTq-ZwKs
· https://

 HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmYJZc53SNg" www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmYJZc53SNg
References: 
· http://www.equusite.com/articles/health/healthRainRot.shtml
· http://www.clydevetgroup.co.uk/equine/newsletters/may05.htm
· http://www.merckmanuals.com/vet/integumentary_system/mange_cutaneous_acariasis_mite_infestation/mange_in_horses.html
· http://www.equifox.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=138&Itemid=7
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.championvet.com/articles/84-sarcoids-know-your-enemy.html" www.championvet.com/articles/84-sarcoids-know-your-enemy.html
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gvequine.com/Pages/articles24.php" www.gvequine.com/Pages/articles24.php
· http://www.wvu.edu/~

 HYPERLINK "http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/forglvst/EquineFactSheet.pdf" agexten/forglvst/EquineFactSheet.pdf
· http://www.clydevetgroup.co.uk/equine/newsletters/oct05.htm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.clydevetgroup.co.uk/equine/newsletters/oct05.htm" #
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