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What Does a Feed Tag Tell You?
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Background Information:

Deciphering the information on a feed tag can be challenging.  However, knowing how to read one is extremely beneficial.  The feed tag should: assist in the selection of feeds which are most closely balanced to the needs of an animal, aid in cost comparisons of similar prod​ucts, provide guidelines on feeding directions, and provide an indication of quality of the mix, and the need for additional supplementation. Unlike labels on food intended for human consumption, feed tags may not list calories, serving size, or exact ingredients.  They are required by law to state: feed name, company's name and contact information, net weight, purpose of the feed, medications, warnings, guaranteed analysis, ingredient list, and any minerals, vitamin supplements, or additives.  
The guaranteed analysis provides information on concentrations of specific nutrients allowing owners to choose feeds that meet nutritional requirements and will balance with other nutrient sources.  Ingredients of the feed may be listed specifically (i.e., corn, soybean meal, alfalfa) or by classes of feed (grain products, plant protein products, forage products, etc.)  The order in which ingredients are listed is not regulated, but generally is from the greatest amount to the least amount. 

Procedures:
Read the following sample feed tags and complete the questions associated with each tag.  After analyzing each feed tag and answering the accompanying questions, review the background information and answer the conclusion questions.  
	BLUEBIRD 12% TEXTURED HORSE FEED

FOR MAINTENANCE OF MATURE HORSES

Guaranteed Analysis

Crude Protein (Min).................................................12%

Crude Fat (Min)......................................................3.0%

Crude Fiber (Max)................................................12.0%

Calcium (Min).........................................................1.0%

Calcium (Max)...........................................................5%

Phosphorus (Min)...................................................1.0%

Copper (Min).....................................................20 PPM

Zinc (Min)..........................................................40 PPM

Selenium (Min).................................................0.1 PPM

Vitamin A (Min)............................................2,000 IU/LB

Ingredient Statement
Grain Products, Plant Protein Products, Processed Grain By-Products, Molasses Products, Roughage Products 25%, Vitamin A Supplement, Vitamin D3 Supplement, Vitamin E Supplement, Vitamin B12 Supplement, Ribo​flaven Supplement, Pyridoxine Hydrochloride, Folic Acid, Biotin, Thiamine, Calcium Carbonate, Salt, Dicalcium Phosphate, Manganous Oxide, Ferrous Sulfate, Copper Oxide, Magnesium Oxide, Zinc Oxide, Ethylenediamine Dihydroiodide, Cobalt Carbonate, Potassium Chloride.

Feeding Directions: Feed 1/2 lb. of feed per 100 lb. of body weight for the maintenance of mature horses. Feed good, clean hay at the rate of 1 to 1 1/2 Lb. per 100 lb. body weight daily. Provide fresh, clean water at all times, except to hot, tired horses.

Important: Feed hay along with this ration, as per direc​tions.

Manufactured by

BlueBird Feed Mill

Anytown, Oklahoma 77777

50 Lb. Net Weight (22.68 kg)


	What is the name of this feed?

BlueBird 12% Textured Horse Feed
What type of animal should it be fed to (give the species and physiologic state of the animal)?

Maintenance of mature horses
What form is it in (pellets, ground, etc.)?

textured
What is the main ingredient in the feed?

Grain products
What is the minimum crude protein level? 12%
What is the minimum crude fat level?

3.0%
What is the maximum crude fiber?

12.0%
Is this a complete feed?  If not what other nutrients does the animal need?
No, hay is also needed
What are the feeding directions?

Feed ½ pound per 100 lb of body weight.   Feed good, clean hay at the rate of 1 to 1 1/2 Lb. per 100 lb. body weight daily. Provide fresh, clean water at all times, except to hot, tired horses.  


	LINDNER

610 EARLY WEAN 22 MX BN

MEDICATED

A complete feed for Starting Pigs being fed for Exhibition. For control of swine dysentery (vibrionic dysentery,bloody scours or hemorrhagic dysentery); control of bacterial swine enteritis (salmonellosis or necrotic enteritis caused by Salmonellacholeraesuis); aid in the prevention of migration and establishment of

large roundworm (Ascaris suum) infections; aid in the prevention of establishment of nodular worm (Oesophagostomum) infections of swine.

ACTIVE DRUG INGREDIENT

Carbadox ……………………0.0055% (50 grams per ton)

Pyrantel Tartrate…………….0.0106% (96 grams per ton)

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

Crude Protein – Min…………………………….. 22.0%

Lysine—Min………………………………………1.73%

Crude Fat –Min…………………………………… 5.6%

Crude Fiber—Max…………………………….….. 2.4%

Calcium—Min…………………………………….. 0.8%

Calcium—Max……………………………………. 1.0%

Phosphorous—Min………………………………. 0.64%

Salt—Min…………………………… ……...None added

Selenium—Min…………………………………0.3 ppm

Zinc—Min ………………………….. …… 3700 ppm

INGREDIENTS

Ground Corn, Ground Oats, Soybean Meal, Dried Whey, Animal

Fat, Dicalcium Phosphate, Fish Meal, Calcium Carbonate, L-Lysine,

Copper Sulfate, Artificial Flavors, DL-Methionine, Zinc Oxide,

Ferrous Sulfate, Defluorinated Phosphate, Mineral Oil, Niacin

Supplement, Manganous Oxide, Vitamin E Supplement, Calcium

Pantothenate, Magnesium Oxide, Biotin, Menadione

Dimethylpyrimidinol Bisulfite, Vitamin A Supplement, Riboflavin

Supplement, Pyridoxine Hydrochloride, Vitamin B 12

Supplement, Folic Acid, Potassium Iodide, Vitamin D 3

Supplement, Sodium Selenite.

FEEDING DIRECTIONS

Early wean 22% is a complete feed specifically formulated for 8 to 15

lb. pigs fed for exhibition. This product must be fed continuously as

the sole ration. It should be fed until the pigs reach 15lb body weight.

Then they should be fed an approved starter ration.

WARNING

Do not feed to swine weighing more than 75 lb. body weight. Do

not feed to swine within 10 weeks of slaughter.

CAUTION STATEMENT

Consult a veterinarian before feeding to severely debilitated animals.

Do not use in feeds containing bentonite.

MANUFACTURED BY

LINDNER FEED & MILLING CO., INC.

Comfort, TX 78013

NET WT 50 LB (22.68KG)


	What is the name of this feed?

LINDNER

610 EARLY WEAN 22 MX BN

MEDICATED

What type of animal should it be fed to (give the species and physiologic state of the animal)?

8 to 15 lb. pigs fed for exhibition.
Is the feed medicated?

yes
What is the main ingredient in the feed?

Ground corn
What is the minimum crude protein level?

22.0%
What is the minimum crude fat level?

5.6%
What is the maximum crude fiber?

2.4%
Are there any warnings or precautions to be taken when feeding?  What are they?

Do not feed to swine weighing more than 75 lb. body weight. 
Do not feed to swine within 10 weeks of slaughter.

Consult a veterinarian before feeding to severely debilitated animals.

Do not use in feeds containing bentonite.

What are the feeding directions?

This product must be fed continuously as the sole ration. It should be fed until the pigs reach 15lb body weight.
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	What is the name of this feed?

Hiland Naturals Complete Layer 16% NGM
What type of animal should it be fed to (give the species and physiologic state of the animal)?

Laying Hens
Is the feed medicated?

No
What is the main ingredient in the feed?

Corn
What is the minimum crude protein level?

16.0%
What is the minimum crude fat level?

4.0%
What is the maximum crude fiber?

5.0%
Is this a complete feed?

Yes
What are the feeding directions?

Feed to poultry 20 weeks of age and above.  Do not provide additional grain or free-choice calcium.  Provide fresh, clean water at all times


Conclusion Questions:

What information is given in the guaranteed analysis?

The guaranteed analysis states concentrations of specific nutrients.  This will include protein, fat, and fiber.
Are specific ingredients always listed in the ingredients section?  If not, explain what is listed in this section.
Specific ingredients are not always included in the ingredients sections.  Feed companies are allowed to state classes of feeds, i.e, grain products.  This enables the company to change the specific ingredient to provide the most cost effective feed. 
Why is it important to understand the information on a feed tag?

The information on a feed tag enables owners to: select feeds which are most closely balanced to the needs of an animal, purchase the least cost ration, feed the ration properly, determine the quality of the mix, and know if there is any need for additional supplementation.
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