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	Lesson Plan: Game and Exotic Animal



Game and Exotic Animals
Summary: 
When learning about game and exotic animals, it is important for the student to be familiar with characteristics of the animal including: appearance, habitat, and behavior. During this vivid presentation, students will gain a basic understanding of the different game animals that are located in Texas and several exotic animals that live in other parts of the world.
Subject TEKS: 
· Wildlife, Fisheries, and Ecology Management TEKS: 
3B: identify game and non-game species

· Can also be used for basic Animal Science classes
Grade Level: 9th – 12th  
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 

· Be able to identify game and exotic animals 
· Be able to classify the animals by their scientific name
· Describe the appearance of each animal
· Describe different habitats for the animals
· Understand the reproduction of each animal 
· Identify predators and threats for each animals
Time Required: 2-50 minute class periods to present the PowerPoint
1- Class period to brainstorm and interview peers
1- Class period to present essay if desired

Materials: 

· Writing Materials

· Chalkboard or dry erase board.

Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Identify and describe different game and exotic animals

Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Have students name game species in Texas and exotic species in the world.
Presentation/Explanation: 
 PowerPoint- This presentation details different aspects of game and exotic animals that are useful in classifying and describing each species.
Activity/Application:

In this activity, students will interview other students in the class on the topic of environmental issues that relate to wildlife. After students complete the interviews, they will write an essay summarizing what they have learned.   They will also answer a few assessment questions relating to the PowerPoint presentation.  These activities allow students to understand how wildlife and humans are connected.
Lesson Closure: 
The teacher will lead a discussion about the game and exotic animals shown in the PowerPoint presentation. Below are some questions that can help enage students in discussion. The discussion can also be student lead by questions they create during the presentation.
1. What are some of the differences you saw between a javelina and a feral hog?
2. What is a characteristic of an exotic animal you were previously unaware of?
3. Discuss how threatened or endangered animal populations can be increased. 
4. Discuss why it is important to know the difference between game  and non-game animals.
Assessment/Evaluation: 
Questions: Check for comprehension of the topics covered in all sections
1. Which animal is identifies by its bright reddish coat and white spots?
2. What is the gestation period of an Axis deer?
3. What are the 4 different subspecies of bighorn sheep?
4. What is the gestation period for a bighorn sheep?
5. Which animal is the most widely distributed animal on earth?
6. What is the main threat from feral hogs?
7. Which has a complex stomach; a javelin or a pig?
8. Where in Texas are javelinas normally found?
9. Which species of deer have a distinct bouncing leap?
10. What is one disease that can be transferred between mule deer and other livestock?
11. Why is fencing a threat to pronghorns?
12. How do pronghorns travel to different areas?
13. What is the home range for a white-tailed deer?
14. Why is overpopulation a problem for white-tailed deer?
15. What are the 2 breeds of alpaca?
16. What do alpacas produce that is one of the world’s finest and most luxurious natural fibers?
17. Which animal is the largest land mammal in North America?
18. What is the gestation period of a bison?
19. What is stored in the camels hump?
20. What kind of breeder is a camel?
Resources: 
This activity adapted from the Project Wild K-12 Curriculum activity book.
References: 

· http://www.alpacainfo.com/about/index.asp
· http://www.alpacainfo.com/about/history.asp
· http://www.alpacainfo.com/about/thelifestyle.asp
· http://www.alpacainfo.com/about/environment.asp
· http://www.bighorn.org/biology.html
· http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habitat/wildlife/bighorn_sheep.php
· http://www.nhptv.org/natureworks/bighornsheep.htm
· http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habitat/wildlife/bison.php
· http://www.bisoncentral.com/about-bison/current-status
· http://www.bisoncentral.com/about-bison/history
· http://camelfarm.com/camels/camels_history.html
· http://www.scopemed.org/mnstemps/2/2-1273836291.pdf
· http://www.desertusa.com/feb97/du_muledeer.html
· http://www.nhptv.org/natureworks/whitetaileddeer.htm
· http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/tmot1/cervaxis.htm
· http://www.nadefa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57:axis&catid=37:farming&Itemid=65
· http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/tca03
· http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/arizona/pronghrn.html
· http://www.ultimateungulate.com/Artiodactyla/Antilocapra_americana.html
· http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/habitats/trans_pecos/big_game/pronghorn/
· http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/habitats/trans_pecos/big_game/javelina/
· http://www.nps.gov/bibe/naturescience/javelina.htm
· http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/#

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/" dist
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.awf.org/content/wildlife/detail/zebra" www.awf.org/content/wildlife/detail/zebra
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/AfricanSavanna/fact-giraffe.cfm" nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/AfricanSavanna/fact-giraffe.cfm
· http://a-z-animals.com/animals/giraffe/
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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