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Evaluation of Livestock

Reproductive Structures and Cycles of Livestock
Summary: 
To fully understand the ideal livestock animal, it is necessary to have a thorough understanding of structures and their function.  Through this presentation and activity, students will learn the different structures of various livestock species and be able to evaluate and choose ideal animals.    
Subject TEKS: 

Advanced Animal Science TEKS:

· 5A. Evaluate market classes and grades of livestock
Grade Level: Target Grade: 10th

Lower Boundary: 9th

Upper Boundary: 12th 

Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 

· Identify different livestock structures
· Understand criteria for ideal livestock
· Be able to place a class of market and breeding animals.
· Evaluate animals based on the ideal characteristics of each species
Time Required: 
· 1 class period to present lesson
· 1 period for activity



     
Materials: 

· PowerPoint presentation “Evaluation of Livestock”
· PowerPoint presentation “Evaluating Livestock Practice”
· Key “Evaluating Livestock Practice”
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Knowledge on different parts of animal species
· Able to distinguish and place 4 animals from top to bottom
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Certain criteria are of increased importance when evaluating livestock. What are some of the characteristics we look for when evaluating livestock? Which structures on the animal do we find these characteristics?
Presentation/Explanation: 
PowerPoint- This presentation describes the basic skills and knowledge needed to evaluate livestock. 
Activity/Application:
Livestock Evaluation Practice PowerPoint: This activity allows the students to see images of different classes of livestock. The students will be able to evaluate and place market steers, market hogs, market lambs, and breeding heifers. The teacher may allow the PowerPoint presentation to play through before discussing results or have a class by class discussion. A key is provided to assist with placing animals. 
Lesson Closure: 
The teacher will lead a discussion to ascertain student understanding. Below are example questions that may assist the teacher in engaging students. This discussion could also be student led with questions they have created. 
1. Are all livestock evaluated the same? Why or why not?
2. Why do you think we look for different characteristics in market and breeding animals?
3. What do you feel is the most important characteristic/trait to look for when evaluating livestock and why?
Assessment/Evaluation: 
Questions: Check for comprehension by having the students answer these few questions.
· How is fat deposited?
· What are muscle indicators in market cattle?

· What is a trait that is important in breeding heifers?
· What are the finishing indicators for market sheep?

· What is leanness?

· Where on a market swine would you look for leanness?

· List four structures of importance in evaluating cattle.

· List four structures of importance in evaluating a sheep.

· List four structures of importance in evaluating swine.

· True or False? Do animals have to be structurally sound if they have good eye appeal?

· True or False? Breeding animals should have as much muscle as market animals?

· True or False? It is better to have too much muscle than very little muscle.
· Which of the evaluation characteristics is the most important for an animal to possess? Why?
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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