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Veterinary Presentation: Parasites               Teacher Lesson: Parasite/Host Relationships


Supplies:

Documents:
· Parasite Host Relationships and Life Cycle PowerPoint

· CDC Information on Parasite Life Cycles

· Helpful Teacher Information on Parasite Host Relationships

· Guide to Common Parasites

· Lifecycle cards

Procedure: 

Print and laminate the lifecycle cards found in the. These cards include 6 different parasite lifecycles consisting of the stage of the parasite and the environment in which it exists.  This activity has two different “play” options:

Option 1: This is the more active game-type option. Begin by providing students with the “Guide to Common Parasite Lifecycles” in the Parasite/Host Relationships Module.  Briefly discuss each lifecycle.  Randomly distribute the parasite lifecycle cards to the students.  Some students will receive a card with the picture and name of a parasite in a particular stage of its lifecycle.  Other students will receive a card with an environment in which the parasite inhabits. Instruct students to first find the person with the environment particular to their lifecycle stage.  For an inquiry-based activity have students attempt this without the aid of the “Lifecycle Guide”.  Once everyone has a “home”, instruct them to stand in a circle in an appropriate sequence for that particular lifecycle.  Finally, have the students share their parasite lifecycle with the class.  

Option 2: Divide students into six groups.  Provide each group with a set of cards for a specific parasite.  Have the group match the lifecycle stage with the correct environment and then place them in an appropriate sequence.  Allow each group to describe their assigned parasite lifecycle.   

Questions: 
1) Describe the lifecycle of the parasite you were given.
2) Is this lifecycle direct or indirect?  Justify your answer.
3) Describe how the lifecycle of this parasite might be broken without the administration of drugs.
4) Describe how the lifecycle of this parasite might be broken with the administration of drugs.
5) Would the same stage of the lifecycle be affected by the actions taken in questions 3 and 4?  Explain.
6) Why is it important to perform a fecal exam before administering drugs in controlling parasites?
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