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Have I Missed Anything? 

Background Information

The physical examination is the most important aspect of clinical diagnosis.  A good physical examination can detect minor abnormalities before they become serious problems.  A thorough exam requires concentration and consistency in performance.  The animal must be examined from head to tail; this is known as the regional approach and can prevent the veterinarian from overlooking any body systems. Most veterinarians have developed a consistent method for performing a physical exam and use it every time.   This helps them avoid the temptation to immediately focus on the most obvious complaint.  The dog presented for limping might also have a life-threatening head injury. 
Procedure
· Record the correct sequence of procedure, along with a brief description of each, during a physical exam by completing the chain diagram.  
· View the “Have I Missed Anything?” video and watch for errors in the physical exam process, record them on your paper
· Write 2 -3 paragraphs explaining why you believe an error was made and explain the proper procedure.  
· Work with a group and discuss the errors you observed 
· Model proper physical exam procedures  
Physical Exam Chain Diagram
	 Topic: Physical Exam

	First: Signalment & History

	Next:

	Next: 

	Next: Vital Signs

	Next:

	Next:

	Next:

	Next:

	Last:


Physical Exam Procedural Errors
Explanation of Errors and Methods for Correction 
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