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TEKS Covered by this Module:
	Small Animal Management  TEKS 
	Equine Science TEKS 


	Veterinary Medical Applications TEKS
	Advanced Animal Science TEKS

	4 E Explain health maintenance in each species studied, including the prevention and control of disease and parasites


	2 C Explain methods of maintaining horse health and soundness
	9 A describe the characteristics and signs of a healthy animal;

9 B recognize examples of abnormalities and relate them to the associated problems and illnesses;

9 C take temperature, pulse, and respiration for a variety of animals;

9 D describe effects of age, stress, and environmental factors on vital signs of animals;

9 E explain procedures for physical examinations; and

9 F explain the regional approach to assess an animal's health
	10 A identify factors that influence the health of animals such as geographic location, age, genetic composition, and inherited diseases to a particular species;




How to Apply to a Classroom Lesson:   
Ideally, this module should begin with a visit from a veterinarian who will present the “Physical Exam” Power Point.    This veterinarian’s visit introduces the students to the procedures involved during a physical examination.  The veterinarian discusses characteristics of a healthy animal, how to take vital signs, and the “regional approach” to performing a physical examination.  Students will understand the importance of recognizing normal vital signs and characteristics of a healthy animal for them and their pets.  The veterinarian black bag presentation is able to stress to students the importance of scientific inquiry and investigations.  Performing a physical exam correlates well to a scientist completing the steps of the scientific method; the veterinarian must ask questions, research, make educated guesses, collect data, and often experiment.  It is important for students to realize that veterinary medicine is based on fundamental science concepts.  This lesson shows students the real world application associated with the science they learn in the classroom. 
Having a veterinarian present this information should capture the students’ interest while allowing them to experience application of classroom material.  If a veterinarian is unavailable to present the slide show, the teacher could also use it as introductory notes on the unit.  In either case, it is recommended that the student takes notes on the presentation to be used in future activities.
Following the veterinary presentation, the teacher should then show the “Performing a Physical Exam” Power Point (If the embedded videos in this PowerPoint do not play, try using the version for MS 2003).  This presentation is designed to actively reinforce the information gained from the previous “Physical Exam” Power Point and prepare students to successfully complete the physical exam activities to follow. 
Teachers may also want to show the Prezi “Vital Signs” located at http://prezi.com/lao26jsmjunb/vital-signs/.  This is a great extension on the physical exam unit and will prepare them for the “Is That Normal” activity. 
Finally, the teacher should choose one or more of the physical exam activities to provide an opportunity to evaluate the students’ understanding of the material.
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