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	Veterinarian Presentation: Physical Examination                                  Vital Signs



Is That Normal?

Vital Signs Case Studies

Evaluating vital signs is an essential aspect of performing a physical examination.  Changes in vital signs can provide important clues to enable the veterinarian to make a diagnosis or determine a need for diagnostic testing.  However, vital signs may vary from normal due to natural situations in the animal’s physiology or environment.  

Below are six case studies which include physical exam records.  Examine these case studies and use the “Normal Vital Signs” table in order to answer the questions on the student worksheet.  

*HR – heart rate, RR – respiratory rate, CRT – capillary refill time, MM – mucous membrane, bpm – beats or breaths per minute

Case 1 


Signalment: 
15 year old Morab Stallion

History: 
Regularly trains and competes in endurance racing



Vaccinations and deworming current 

Evaluated at a mandatory “vet check point” during a race

Physical Exam:  Temp. – 101 °F, HR – 135 bpm forceful, RR – 32 bpm clear and rapid, 

  CRT < 2 sec, MM – healthy pink

Case 2

Signalment: 
6-year-old neutered, male Labrador Retriever 

History:
Vaccinations and heartworm medication current 



Inside/outside dog


Not eating well, very lethargic

Physical Exam:  Temp. – 101.5 °F, HR – 125 bpm, RR – 40 bpm with abnormal lung sounds, 

  CRT > 2 sec, MM – pale

Case 3 


Signalment: 
2 year old Angus steer

History: 
Being finished at feed lot in summer 



Vaccinations and deworming current 

Standing and restless

Physical Exam:  Temp. - 103 °F, HR – 75 bpm, RR – 32 bpm and rapid, CRT < 2 sec, 

  MM – bright red

Case 4 


Signalment: 
18 month Merino Ewe

History: 
Bred 143 days ago 



Vaccinations and deworming current 

Restless and isolated

Physical Exam:  Temp. – 101.3 °F, HR – 85 bpm, RR – 18 bpm, CRT < 2 sec, MM – healthy pink

Case 5 


Signalment: 
18 year old, spayed, female, Maine Coon

History: 
Indoor cat 



Vaccinations current 



Decreased appetite

Physical Exam:  Temp. – 100 °F, HR – 118 bpm, RR – 36 bpm, CRT < 2 sec, MM – healthy pink

Case 6 


Signalment: 
3 year old Landrace Sow

History: 
Vaccinations current 



Diarrhea



Decreased appetite



Lethargic

Physical Exam:  Temp. – 104 °F, HR – 92 bpm, RR – 25 bpm and wheezing, CRT > 2 sec, MM – pale pink
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