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Animal Rights and Animal Welfare
Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website


Summary: 
This lesson will compare the differences in animal rights and animal welfare and explore the important influences on these two ideas. 

Keywords: Rights, Welfare, Animal
Subject TEKS: 
130.4 Small Animal Management 3 A-D

(A)  Compare and contrast animal rights and animal welfare;
(B)  Research important persons, organizations, and groups involved in the animal rights movement;
(C)  Create a timeline of dates and acts of legislation related to animal welfare; and
(D)  Analyze current issues in animal rights and animal welfare.

130.6 Veterinary Medical Applications 2 C

(C) describe the legal aspects of animal welfare and animal rights
Grade Level: 9-12
Time Required: 3, 50 min class periods

Materials: 

· Animal Rights and Animal Welfare PowerPoint

· Animal Rights and Animal Welfare note sheet (follows PowerPoint)

· Animal Rights and Animal Welfare quiz (KEY provided)
· “Who’s Who in Animal Rights” handout 
· Research handout (1/2 page per student)

· Students’ journal or piece of paper

Learning Objectives: The learner will: 
· Identify the difference between animal rights and animal welfare

· Define animal rights and animal welfare

· Examine examples of animal rights and animal welfare

· Research current issues in animal rights and animal welfare

· Compare and contrast different organizations in animal rights and welfare

· Identify and contrast influential people in animal rights and animal welfare

· Arrange important dates and legislative acts

· Identify the five freedoms of animal welfare
“Why do I need to learn this” Real life Application of the Material: 
This is an important topic to cover to give students the knowledge necessary to make their own decisions of what they believe in, based on the information learned in class.
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: ~10 minutes
-Begin the lesson by displaying the first PowerPoint slide on the screen, as the students walk in the room. Ask students to read the question and respond on a piece of paper or in a journal. Give class ~1 minute to read and respond.

- Next, ask students, “What did you write down?” quickly discuss some of their ideas and add some of your own. Some good examples are that many people believe: “FFA stands for “Future Farmers of America”, it no longer does. “All Texans ride tractors and horses to school” they do not. “The word cow represents all sexes of cattle” it actually only represents a previously bred female. (a steer, bull, heifer or calf is not the same as a cow)…..

-Next flip to the next slide. Ask students to read the second question and to again, write a written response. Give class ~1 minute to read and respond. 

-Ask students, “What did you write down?” quickly discuss some of their ideas and add some of your own, explaining that “Animal rights is a different concept than animal welfare.”
-Last, display slide 3 on the screen. Students should answer the 6 questions in their journal or on a sheet of paper. Give the class ~2 minutes. After the class is done, review the answers with the class. This should evaluate how much the class already knows about the topic.

Presentation: 
There are additional information and notes in the PowerPoint slide’s notes section for the teacher, please read through them beforehand.

After viewing the presentation provided, students should complete the “Animal Rights & Welfare Note sheet”. 
Activity/Application:
The following explanations correspond to the different activities prepared at different intervals within the PowerPoint presentation (e.g., video, discussion, group work). When presenting the information, take the time to correlate the PowerPoint presentation information with its corresponding activity. You may choose to re-arrange the activities to all be at the end of the presentation instead.

VIDEO DISCUSIONS (slides 11-12)
Click the green play button at the bottom right to open the video in YouTube. 

NOTE: the video contains graphic images of the fur trade. 
Ask students, the displayed questions. Allow for discussion.

**These video should bring up discussions but there is no right or wrong answer or opinion regarding this subject!**
RESEARCHING ISSUES IN ANIMAL RIGHTS/WELFARE (slide 17)
Divide the class into 7 groups. Give each group one of the seven animal rights and animal welfare issues. Each student will also need a research handout – print and cut before class. Ask each group to research their issue and to prepare a class presentation on it. You may ask them to make this project as in-depth and elaborate as you choose. This means you may ask them to quickly research and briefly read their handouts to the class or assign in-depth research to be presented with a PowerPoint or poster.  
QUICK RESEARCH ON ORGANIZATIONS (slide 23)
Break the class into 5 groups. Each group should spend 5-10 minutes in internet research on one of the five organizations from the slide. They should find the organization’s mission statement and learn more about the goals of the organization. Next allow each group 1-2 minutes to teach the class about the organization They will need to pull the webpage up on the screen and give a quick tour of the site. This is an important skill for students to have; students need to have knowledge and understanding of how to research and identify important aspects of organizational webpages. The class should be able to identify how each organization is different or similar.  While one group is presenting other students should be making note of the mission/goals of the organization.
WHO’S WHO IN ANIMAL RIGHTS READING (slide 24)

Print out sufficient copies of ‘Who’s Who in Animal Rights’ for students. When you reach slide 24 pass them out and allow 10-20 minutes, depending on the grade level and reading abilities of your students, to Read “Who’s who in the Animal Rights Movement” and compare and contrast their impacts. Students will fill out the T-Chart of Pros and Cons on their note sheet.
.

THE FIVE FREEDOMS OF ANIMAL WELFARE (slide 34)

Ask students to trace their hand on the back of their note sheet. On each finger they should write the name a Freedom of animal welfare and draw an example. Allow ~20 minutes to complete the task explained above. You may ask them to be as creative as you would like.
Lesson Closure (slide 35) 
Give each student a sticky post-it note. They should write their name on the back (the sticky side) and write 1 thing they learned on the front. As students exit the room, ask them to stick their note to the board! 
Assessment/Evaluation: 

Refer to the provided Animal Rights and Animal Welfare quiz and KEY.
Resources: 
· AVMA and Animal Welfare
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/AnimalWelfare/Pages/default.aspx
· PETA Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KONb-xSZvg&list=PLV2RDOhiGtcRplpAKH4Id5lsSoXqXqJX
· HSUS Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF3KQ71qp3M
· Temple Grandin Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=852zxDEAR-Q
· Great video explaining the 5 freedoms (more useful for teacher viewing)
http://www.cornell.edu/video/animal-welfare-6-the-five-freedoms
· Animal welfare extra reading or research
http://www.animalagalliance.org/current/home.cfm?Category=Animal_Welfare&Section=Main
References: 

· https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/AVMA-Animal-Welfare-Principles.aspx
· http://www.animallaw.info/statutes/stusawa.htm
· http://www.animallaw.info/statutes/stusfd7usca1901.htm
· https://awionline.org/content/legislation
· https://www.ffa.org/documents/learn/MS.AI.4.1.pdf
· http://animalwelfarecouncil.com/welfare-vs-rights/
· http://animal-rights.com/arpage.htm
· http://www.mercyforanimals.org/
· http://www.idausa.org/
· http://www.peta.org/
· http://www.americanhumane.org
· http://www.aspca.org/
· http://communities.naae.org/message/6380#6380
· http://www.animalagalliance.org/current/home.cfm?Category=Current_Issues&Section=Main
· https://www.avma.org/advocacy/stateandlocal/pages/state-issues-welfare.aspx
· http://vimeo.com/4808086
· http://www.peta.org/about/faq/What-do-you-mean-by-animal-rights.aspx
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