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Careers in Agriculture
Summary: 
After a PowerPoint presentation about the careers in agriculture students will use a computer and navigate the Ag Day website while completing the Ag Day worksheet to further explore the exciting realm of agriculture.  
Grade Level: 

· This presentation can be used for any grade level.
Time Required: About one hour.


Activity Team/Group Size: Students will participate in the PowerPoint as a class, then work individually on the internet activity.  

Materials: 

· Ag Day student worksheet
· Pencil
Learning Objectives: 

· Students will learn about careers in agriculture. They will explore different career options the probably have never been exposed to, all while learning the importance of agriculture in their daily life. 
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 

Ask students if they know anything about agriculture. Can they name any jobs associated with agriculture? Do they know where their food comes from? Do any of them want to go into an agricultural field of study or work? Tell them that they will be excited to know that agriculture is more than just a farmer and a rancher; they will get to learn about the variety of careers available to them in the field of agriculture. 
Lesson Plan: 

Present the PowerPoint Presentation. As students watch the presentation, ask if they have questions. Get them to interact during the presentation by calling on students and allowing them to read the bullet points PowerPoint presentation. After the PowerPoint presentation pass out the Ag Day student worksheet to the students, have students work individually on computers to complete the internet activity. When they are finished bring the class together for a group exit lesson. Walk around students while they are working on the Ag Day activity and ask them questions. (Ex: Do you have a favorite career in agriculture?).
Lesson Closure: 
            For students to leave class at the end of the period there will be a 3-2-1 activity. Ask each student to use a sheet of notebook or scratch paper and pen or pencil. Write down 3 things they learned, 2 things they have a question about, and 1 thing they want the (you) the instructor to know. Collect these as students leave class, and before the next day’s class period begins address the most frequently asked questions from this activity with the class. 

Assessment: 

Grade the students’ short answers on the worksheet from class for correctness. Assess the students’ ability to grasp the information based on completeness of their answer. Additionally, give students a participation grade for their interaction during the PowerPoint, this grade should be based upon their interest and participation. 
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Agriculture- is the cultivation of animals, plants, fungi and other life forms for food, fiber, and other products used to sustain life.
· Career- a person's "course or progress through life”, formal education.
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Know the basic definition of agriculture. Click through the PowerPoint before class and be able to answer questions on each career category.  
Lesson Scaling: 

· To modify the lesson for young students the teacher could navigate the website activity over the projector as a class, in place of students completing the task individually. 
References: 

· http://www.agday.org/education/careers.php 

· http://careers.stateuniversity.com/pages/77/Veterinarian.html 

· http://www.agday.org/media/faqs.php 
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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