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Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website



Summary: 
Come take a ride with this lesson which covers the basic safety requirements, driving how-to’s, and essential parts of the cart and harness. The students will be able to identify different types of carts, harnesses and bits used while driving single and multiple horses. An overview of the history of driving, different breeds used, and driving competitions will be included.
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Subject TEKS: 

Equine Science TEKS

· (B) Introduction:

· To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to enhance academic knowledge and skills, acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Suggested animals which may be included in the course of study include, but are not limited to, horses, donkeys, and mules
· (C) Knowledge and skills:

· (3) The student analyzes equine science as it relates to the management of horses. The student is expected to:
· (A) select equipment and facilities for horses;

· (B) demonstrate methods of handling horses safely


Grade Level: 10-12
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will:
· Identify different parts of a harness and cart
· List different breeds of horses used for driving

· Recognize different types of carts

· Name different bits used while driving

· Explain safety requirements for driving
· Explain how to harness a horse

· Discuss proper training techniques to breaking a horse to a cart

· Interpret the importance of driving a healthy animal 

· Summarize the history of driving

· Describe different driving competitions

Time Required: 3, 50 minute class periods

Materials: 

· PowerPoint, “Equine Carriage Driving”

· Skeleton Notes

· Scenario Activity Sheets

· Group Labeling Quizzes

· Group Labeling Quiz Answers

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: Starting at $15.00 
· Poster Paper Roll (Butcher Paper)
· If not school provided
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

Carriage driving is very prevalent in current society. It gives older or disabled individuals a chance to still be involved with horses in an active way. Driving is not just limited to horses. Mules and donkeys have been involved in agriculture and pleasure driving for centuries. Driving can be very dangerous if not done properly. Students need to understand the importance of working a healthy animal that is properly trained. Knowing the harness and cart is very important. Understanding how to properly hook up and unhook your equine from the harness can avoid many possible injuries to human or animal.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Four in Hand: 4 horses (2 in the back and 2 in the front)

· Unicorn: 2 horses in the back and 1 in the front\

· Tandem: 1 horse or pony in front of another

· Pairs: 2 horses side by side
· 3 Day Driving Trial: Includes Dressage, Marathon, and Cone Driving

· Liverpool Bit: Most common type of bit and very versatile
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Before you begin the lesson engage the students by asking them what breeds of horses are used for driving. “Is it just Draft breeds?” Move onto different questions such as, do you know any sports that involve driving? On the first page of the PowerPoint there is an attention getting video to give students a chance to see a different side of driving other than the tourist rides in New York.
Presentation/Explanation: 
Students will take notes on the PowerPoint presentation over equine driving. Attached within the PowerPoint are multiple different YouTube videos covering different aspects of driving. Students will need to take notes over breeds, sports of driving, parts of the harness and cart, and how to harness, hook-up and train your horse how to drive
Activity/Application:

After the students have watched all of the videos, reviewed the PowerPoint and taken notes, they will move onto their scenario activity. Students will break up into small groups and be given a different scenario. Each group will devise a plan on how to fix the scenario, what the owners should have done to avoid the scenario, and a plan of action (what is the next step the owner should take with their equine?). Students can give an oral presentation, visual presentation, or PowerPoint presentation.
Lesson Closure: 
Give student presentation groups a labeling quiz on either the head pieces, body pieces, or rump pieces of a harness. Then as the students leave ask them to tell them one thing that they learned over any part of driving a horse.

Assessment/Evaluation: 
The scenario based group project will show if the students were able to correctly and safely solve the problems within the scenario and prevention for the specific kind of problem. As a group, each member should have a chance to talk and explain the knowledge they gained. 
Lesson Extensions: 
To further the student’s educations bring a harness to class to show the students and have them identify the parts. Ideally bring a horse to show how to harness. 
Safety Issues: 
There are no safety precautions for this lesson. General classroom management and safety should be upheld at all times.
Resources: 
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ev37Syt7IEU" www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ev37Syt7IEU
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh3z5XC1slE
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpLVnnksUwQ
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LLDD_6cJhQ
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWLrB2t8AKo
· http://www.svincent.com/CrystalObelisk/DontEatThem/HorseHistoryEurope.html
· http://www.drivingessentials.com/Bit%20Overview.php
· http://www.coachmansdelight.com/CGuidePage.asp?pg=GUI15&k=15
· http://www.xpressbet.com/pdf/HarnessRacing101.pdf
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combined_driving
· http://www.gloriaaustin.com/harness-glossary.html
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