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Summary: This lesson and associated activities will teach students about the human-animal bond and how it is important to veterinary medicine. Students will understand how important animals are to society and how animals and humans benefit each other. Students will hopefully gain an appreciation of how veterinarians and veterinary assistants benefit animal health and welfare and how animals benefit humans through their assistance in the military, therapy and other important jobs. These topics could open students up to different possible careers.

Keywords: human-animal bond, animal interactions, client interactions, animal welfare, animal rights, ethics
Subject TEKS:  Veterinary Medical Applications 130.6 2  The student researches current topics in veterinary medicine, recognizes the importance of animals in society, and discusses professional ethics and laws that relate to veterinary medicine. The student is expected to: (A) explain the human-animal bond and how to interact with clients and their animals; (B) identify trends, issues, and historical events that have influenced animal use and care; (C) describe the legal aspects of animal welfare and animal rights; (D) evaluate the principals of veterinary medical ethics; and (E) review policies and procedures in veterinary medicine that are considered a reflection of various local, state, and federal laws.

Grade Level: 9th-12th
Learning Objectives: The learner will: 

· Infer what the human animal bond is and why it is important, on a piece of paper with 100% participation
· Discuss and take notes, on own sheet of paper, over the importance of the human animal bond, with 100% participation

· Research a service animal and its human animal bond on the fill out sheet, to its entirety with only perceptive notes and credible sources.

· Present research information orally to the class covering all areas of required research, in a manner that classmates can learn from.

· Fill in crossword puzzles, using corresponding reading, with no errors.
Time Required: 4- 50 min. class periods
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Basic day-by-day responsibilities of veterinary clinic staff such as the veterinarian, the veterinary technician and the veterinary assistant

· Understanding of possible issues and scenarios that may arise while working with animals and their owners
Materials: 

· Human-Animal Bond PowerPoint
· Student Research Sheet (1 half sheet per student, cut page in half)
· Principles of Veterinary Medical Ethics article and crossword puzzle (1 of each per student) 
This article can be found at: https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/Principles-of-Veterinary-Medical-Ethics-of-the-AVMA.aspx
· Protecting the Human-Animal Bond article and crossword puzzle (1 of each per student)
This article can be found at: http://veterinarynews.dvm360.com/dvm/data/articlestandard//dvm/392002/32692/article.pdf
Lesson Introduction (Bell Work Suggestion): 
As your students enter the room, ask them to immediately begin working on the “bell work”. On the board, or other designated place in the class, display the bell work question below:

What is the relationship between animals and humans? What does this mean to you? How is it important to a veterinarian?

Be sure to explain to your class if you would like them to write these answers in a particular notebook, on a piece of paper to turn in, or on a different medium that you prefer. If you wish to take this assignment up, wait to do so at the end of class. You will be asking the students to edit and add to their response during the lesson. After your students have completed the first task, begin presenting the material.
Presentation explanation: 
Present the PowerPoint presentation to the class. 

After covering slides #1-4 with the class go over the definition of the human-animal bond, ask your class to revisit their bell work paper. Have your students draw a line under their original explanation and then write their new edited response, using their new knowledge.
The presentation has many slides with questions or pictures that require teacher explanation and classroom discussion. The slides with only pictures have teacher explanations in the notes section below the slide. You will want to look over these before presenting this to your class. Slides with questions also have quick teacher notes below. It is a good idea to make a list on the board with student discussion ideas and comments.
Applying the Material:

Research and Presentation
Each student will receive a research sheet to fill out while investigating a type of service animal. You may break your class into groups, have each student to work independently or do a combination of both by asking the class to work independently during the research and then collaborate for the presentation. How you choose to separate the class will depend on the size, grade level and behavior of your particular class. Suggested topic service animals and some useful sources are below:
Rescue dogs
http://ardainc.org/about_history.html
http://www.ehow.com/about_5384924_history-rescue-dogs.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/st-bernard-200801.html
Seizure alert/response dogs
http://www.epilepsyfoundation.org/livingwithepilepsy/healthandwellness/Seizure-Dogs.cfm
http://www.servicedogcentral.org/content/node/491
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/04/0416_030416_seizuredogs.html
Bomb Sniffing Rats
http://www.armytimes.com/article/20101120/NEWS/11200304/Bomb-sniffing-rats-impress-military-team
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/photos/8-animals-helping-humans-save-the-planet/rats
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20130222-scratch-and-sniff-mine-detectors
Guide Dogs
http://www.guidedogs.com/site/PageServer?pagename=programs_dog_guide
http://animal.discovery.com/animal-facts/guide-dog-quiz.htm
Therapy  Animals
http://animal.discovery.com/pets/what-is-involved-therapy-dog-training.htm
http://www.animalhumanesociety.org/training/therapy-animals
http://www.aspca.org/nyc/aspca-animal-assisted-therapy-programs
Law Enforcement Animals
http://people.howstuffworks.com/police-dog.htm
http://www.houstontx.gov/police/mounted/horses.htm
http://mountedpolicetrainingacademy.com/home
Military Dogs
http://www.uswardogs.org/
http://www.militaryworkingdog.com/history/
http://usmilitary.about.com/od/jointservices/a/militarydogs.htm
Expectations of students for this activity:

Fill out sheet:
Students will complete the sheet entirely and answer all questions.

All research is of perceptive thought and not random notes.
All research is from credible sources.

Sources are cited correctly (APA, MLA or as stated by teacher) and written on back.
Presentation


Student covers all research areas during presentation.


Classmates are able to learn from the presentation material.


Visual aids are use appropriately. (as required by teacher)
Readings with Crossword Puzzles

Students should first read the provided article and then complete the corresponding crossword puzzle, using the reading material. These may be used as bell work activities, end of class closures or even be given to students who finish early keeping them busy. The answers are below:

Principles of Veterinary Medical Ethics:
1. Ethical

2. Treatments

3. VCPR

4. Referral

5. FeeSplitting

6. Humane

7. Euthanasia

8. Patient

9. Law

10. Impaired

11. Attending
12. Advertising
Protecting the Human-Animal Bond:

1. Advocate

2. Seventy

3. Public

4. Vaccinations

5. Accountability

6. Responsibility

7. Emotional

8. care

Lesson Extensions: (Optional) 
If you would like, you students may research some federal, state or local laws on policies and procedures as an extra credit assignment. (Corresponding with TEKS 2e) 
Resources: 

· An excellent teaching tool- Veterinary Assistant Handbook by Floron C. Faries Jr. DVM, MS

· Below the slides in the powerpoint, in the notes section, you will find the chapter and section numbers used from this book. 
References: 

· http://aahabv.org/index.php/about-aah-abv
· https://www.avma.org/kb/resources/reference/human-animal-bond/pages/human-animal-bond-avma.aspx
· https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/AnimalWelfare/Pages/Animal-Welfare-Policy-statements.aspx
· https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/Principles-of-Veterinary-Medical-Ethics-of-the-AVMA.aspx
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