
Texas A&M’s Stevenson Companion Animal Life-Care Center

i s a veter inar y t ra in ing ground and Shangr i - la for pets.

B A B Y — Resident since 2000
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nita and Marvin Cannon regard their four cats
as family. Since the couple has no children, the feline members of
the Cannon clan are as close to kin as kids, but without opposable
thumbs. All originally orphaned at a young age, Cali, Cooper,
Cole and Lola now have the run of the Cannons’ spacious two-
story College Station home. The Cannons further protect their
furry foursome by keeping them inside at all times. Carpet-
lined, cubby-holed cat condominiums, play toys and plentiful
high and low hiding places provide ample entertainment for the
Cannon cats. Each is loved unconditionally and given excellent

veterinary care. With the Cannons as their faithful companions,
these cats could ask for nothing more.

But what if something happened to their adopted parents?
Who would take care of them?

“Of course we plan to outlive our pets— doesn’t everyone?”
asks Anita Cannon. “But it’s unwise to make this assumption
because none of us know for sure, and since we don’t have any
children of our own, we created a plan that would ensure the
care of Cali, Cooper, Cole and Lola — or any pets we may have
in the future —for as long as they live.”

P R I S C I L L A — Resident since 1997



Home Away From Home — Forever

The underpinning of the Cannons’ plan is the Stevenson
Companion Animal Life-Care Center at Texas A&M Uni-
versity—a forever home away from home for animals whose
owners have passed away or can no longer care for them. 

The center is named for Madlin Stevenson, who, along
with the W. P. and Bulah Luse Foundation, made the ini-
tial donations to jump-start the project in 1993. 

Located on campus close to Texas A&M’s College of
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, the 8,300-

square-foot facility looks like a real home from the outside
and was designed as close to a real home as possible, with
living and dining rooms, bedrooms, a kitchen, bathrooms
and ample backyard space. Dogs and cats have the run of
most of the house, while those who prefer or require more
privacy live in their own special bedrooms. 

And it’s not limited to animals of the feline or canine
variety. With a capacity of about 60 animals, the center has
been home to dogs, cats, a bird and pony. In fact, an 18-
year-old llama named Rusty, who has lived at the center for
eight years, is one of its most notorious residents. More
dogs, cats, birds, horses and donkeys are enrolled to reside
there in the future. 

Since opening 15 years ago, the Stevenson Center has
earned a sterling reputation for providing a safe, comfort-
able and loving home for companion animals at an afford-
able price. One might imagine a house of 20 animals as
foul, unkempt and chaotic. In fact the opposite is true: Four
permanent staff, four student residents and two student
workers—all the students are Aggies studying vet medicine—
keep the house ship-shape and smelling fresh. Bathing,
brushing, grooming, nail trimming and teeth cleaning—
along with plenty of exercise—are part of the animals’
weekly regimen. Visitors who ring the front doorbell are
welcomed by an enthusiastic animal entourage that leaves
no doubt these creatures get top-caliber care. And that
care includes unlimited lifetime services from one of the
most respected veterinary clinics in the United States—
Texas A&M’s Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital at the
College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. 

“The home-like atmosphere and vet care is second-to-
none,” says Dr. Marvin Cannon, who teaches in Texas
A&M’s Veterinary Integrative Biosciences Department
and is on the Stevenson Center’s Advisory Board. “The
vet students who live there treat the pets like they were
their own. The peace of mind that comes with knowing
our pets will have such a good home in Aggieland after
we’re gone is priceless.”

Enrol l  Your  Pet  & Support  Educat ion

Enrolling a pet in the Stevenson Center is straightforward
and reasonably priced. The minimum endowment to secure
enrollment depends on the age of the youngest owner at the
time of enrollment. Owners can establish the endowment
required for each animal by bequest through a will or trust,
or they can fully fund the endowment at the time of enroll-
ment with a considerable discount (see table above). Each
endowment is invested and managed by the Texas A&M

Foundation. The income from these endowments provides
the operating funds for the center in perpetuity. 

“That peace of mind is twofold,” says Dr. O. J. “Bubba”
Woytek ’64, senior development officer for the Texas A&M

Foundation and one of the center’s founding fathers and
board members. “We can assure the folks who enroll in this
program that their pets will live out their days in an idyllic
place and that the experts at the Foundation will wisely
manage their endowment.” 
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Owner’s Minimum Minimum
age amount funded prepaid

by bequest amount for
endowment

S M A L L  A N I M A L

30-39 $ 100,000 $ 10,000

40-49 $ 85,000 $ 20,000

50-59 $ 70,000 $ 30,000

60-69 $ 60,000 $ 40,000

70+ $ 50,000 $ 50,000

L A R G E  A N I M A L

30-39 $ 210,000 $ 20,000

40-49 $ 175,000 $ 40,000

50-59 $ 145,000 $ 60,000

60-69 $ 120,000 $ 80,000

70+ $ 100,000 $ 100,000
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Enrollment at the Stevenson Center is in no way exclu-
sive or elitist, says Dr. Henry “Sonny” Presnal, the center’s
director and another devoted patriarch. “Most of the people
who call us just love their animals and have no one with
whom they wish to leave their beloved pets,” he says. “You
can fund your endowment through different vehicles, such
as life insurance or stock.” 

A non-refundable fee of $1,000 per small animal and
$2,000 per large animal is due at the time of enrollment if
the endowment will be established by bequest. Only the
portion of the endowment in excess of that required for
the care of the animal for the remainder of its life in the
center’s program may qualify as a tax deduction. 

When planning any type of charitable gift, donors
should consult with their own counsel on tax implications,
but Woytek and others at the Foundation can help design
an individualized plan that will both fully fund the mini-
mum endowment and offer participants the opportunity

to support Texas A&M’s College of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences in other ways. 

For example, when both Anita and Marvin Cannon
pass on, their four cats will live out their days at the
Stevenson Center, and the Texas A&M Foundation will
receive $70,000 per animal to create the Marvin S. Cannon
and Anita S. Cannon Fund. The income from this invest-
ment will be used to provide support for both the Stevenson
Center and the College of Veterinary Medicine. The
Cannons also bequeathed an additional $200,000 to cre-
ate a separate endowment to provide scholarships for deserv-
ing students in the College of Vet Medicine. 

Presnal cited numerous examples of enrollees whose
gifts are supporting the future care of their pets and other
academic pursuits. David and Jenny Bergen of Kingwood
have enrolled eight pets at the Stevenson Center. They
have specified through their wills that, even if they don’t
have any pets at the time of their deaths, they will provide

Clockwise— Anita and Marvin
Cannon with two of their four cats, 
photogenic Cali and fraidy cat Cole. C. J.
gets a pedicure from Janet Broadhead.
Ben, a resident since 2005. Rusty the
llama, the center’s most cantankerous resi-
dent, came to Texas A&M in 2000 after
Madlin Stevenson passed away. 



funds for scholarships for the center’s student residents
and the residual of their estate will fund a substantial gift
to Texas A&M’s Small Animal Clinic. Neither David nor
Jenny attended Texas A&M, but they are loyal clients of its
vet clinic.  

Another enrollee from San Antonio created a future
gift for the College of Geosciences as well as the center and
another who worked at A&M’s Galveston campus will fund
scholarships for vet students and provide for their pets’ care.

Presnal says that less than a quarter of the 133 enrollees
have designated auxiliary use of their endowment, but sees
this as an emerging trend.

“It’s dramatic and amazing to me that during the last
three years so many people have wanted to enroll in the
program and also make an investment in our college,”
says Presnal. “This was originally set up as a service to pro-
vide for companion animals and provide educational oppor-
tunities for our students. It’s now that and so much more.
Most people come to us because they have a basic love for

animals, but when they investigate the process, they real-
ize that their endowment can support both the Stevenson
Center and Texas A&M. It’s a win-win for everyone.”

Socia l  Secur i ty  for  Pets  in  Reverse

The Stevenson Center’s $7.5 million endowment is now sup-
porting its $230,000 annual operating budget. About 405 pets
have been enrolled by their owners since the center opened
in 1993. Seven of these owners chose to fully fund their
endowments while still alive. But most enrollees fund their
endowments after their lifetimes, by bequest, when their
pets come to live at the center. Twenty pets are residing at
the center and 33 pets have lived out their lives at the center.

A typical small-animal minimum endowment produces
about $2,500 income per year. Anyone who owns a dog or
cat—or especially a horse—knows that even basic pet care
costs a lot more. Presnal says the center pays the Veteri-
nary Medical Teaching Hospital about $700 per pet annu-
ally for veterinary care. 

Clockwise (from right)— Kimberly
Muth and Missy, a resident since 2007;
Ellie Greenbaum, assistant to the director,
with Chip, a resident since 1998; profile of
Jet, a resident since 2002; and Dr. Sonny
Presnal with Happy, a resident since 2005.

20 T E X A S  A & M  F O U N D A T I O N



S P I R I T M A G A Z I N E | F A L L  2 0 0 8 21

“It takes about five years for an account to get in the
black,” Presnal says, “so it’s kind of like a social security sys-
tem in reverse—those who came to live at the center first
are paying for those who came later. It’s those who have
generously exceeded the minimum required endowment
that make this program work. Without them, we simply
would not be able to provide the level of exemplary care
that we do.”

The center maintains a meticulous bookkeeping sys-
tem. Ellie Greenbaum, Presnal’s longtime assistant, spends
hours each month posting each pet’s expenses against the
income of its endowment. These expenses include room
and board, maintenance and utilities, among others. 

Presnal says the center’s staff-to-animal ratio and
employee dedication and longevity are a great part of what
make it different from other programs of its kind in the
United States. “The average stay for our students is three
to four years,” he says. “One student lived here for six years,
and most of our student workers go on to vet school but

stay on here as student residents. Everyone who works here
is tuned in to animal behavior and proper animal care.”

Although he now works only part-time, Presnal main-
tains a heartfelt devotion to the center and its residents.
A retired veterinarian who practiced for 27 years and a
graduate himself of Texas A&M’s vet school, he considers
his position at the Stevenson Center a perfect fit and obli-
gation. Like everyone else on the staff, his emotional attach-
ment to each and every animal resident runs deep. It was
difficult for Presnal to speak of two of his feline favorites
who recently passed on—Bubba, a Siamese cross, and
Jessica, a calico. “They spent a lot of time with me here in
this office, on my desk and in the windowsill. It’s really
not the same without those two.”

But each sad passing at the Stevenson Center is cou-
pled with the knowledge that these special pets were given
the chance to live out their days according to their owners’
wishes in Aggieland’s pet paradise.  

— by sondra white ’87

To learn more about enrollment with the 

Stevenson Companion Animal Life-Care Center 

and how to support the College of Veterinary 

Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, contact:

Dr. O. J. “Bubba” Woytek ’64

Senior Development Officer 

& Director of External Relations

Texas A&M Foundation

(800) 392-3310 or (979) 845-9043

b-woytek@tamu.edu

giving.tamu.edu

For further information or to request 

a free DVD about the center, contact:

Dr. Henry L. “Sonny” Presnal 

Director

or

Ellie Greenbaum

Assistant to the Director

Stevenson Companion 

Animal Life-Care Center

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-4461

(979) 845-1188

spresnal@cvm.tamu.edu 

egreenbaum@cvm.tamu.edu

www.cvm.tamu.edu/petcare

P A W C O U N T *

Total pets enrolled 352

Dogs 166

Cats 158

Horses 15

Birds 10

Donkeys 2

Llama 1

Number of pet endowments 18

Number of pet endowments
exceeding minimum endowment 10

Owners/donors enrolled 132

Aggie owners/donors 9

States where owners reside 21

*Totals as of July 2008 

(excludes animals now deceased)
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