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Why bother?

 If you're a non-native speaker of English,

why become adept at writing in English
about your work?

 |If you're a native speaker of English, why
become adept at working with non-native
writers of English?



Some of My Background

Peking University
Health Science
Center

China Medical Board
Program in
Biomedical Writing
and Editing

AuthorAlID project
Other



Language:
Just Part of the Picture



The Essentials

 The essentials are content, organization,
and clarity.

o If a paper has excellent content, is well
organized, and is clear, it is likely to be
accepted even If the English is so-so.

 If a paper has poor content, is badly
organized, or is unclear, it is likely to be
rejected even if the English is excellent.



Culture Too

* Ability to communicate effectively not only
a matter of vocabulary, grammatr, etc.

* Also cultural aspects

 \What cultural differences have you
observed that can affect scientific
communication?



Cultural Differences to Consider

e Directness or indirectness of expression
 Amount of detall
 Attitudes toward time

o Attitudes toward using material taken from
others’ writing

e Other



Language Challenges

 If you're a non-native writer of English,

what aspects of the language do you find
most challenging?

 If Englishis your native language, what
aspects of English do you find that non-

native users have trouble with In their
writing?



Some Common Language Challenges

Verp tenses
Prepositions
Articles (the, a, an)
Sentence structure
Sentence length
Spacing

Other




Some Strategies



Compiling Lists of Words and Phrases
Commonly Used in Your Field



Writing Simply

* Relatively simple sentence structures

« Except for technical terms, mainly
common words

 Advantages

— Easier for you
— Less chance of error
— Easier for other non-native speakers to read

— Quicker for everyone to read



Having People with a Strong Command
of English Review Your Drafts

 Some possibilities
— Supervisors, colleagues, and friends
— Professional scientific editors
 Need not always be native speakers
* And not every native speaker is qualified

« Keep track of the revisions and learn from
them



Other Strategies

e Read, read, read.
e Write, write, write.
e Other



Some Resources



Books Such as These

Scientific

How to
Write and
Publish o

Scientific
Paper

Robert A. Day and Barbara Gastel



Videos, Podcasts, etc
In Your Research Field

(especially good for pronunciation)
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http://www.usingenglish.com/

OneLook Dictionary Search

(definitions from multiple dictionaries)

Onel.ook.

Dictionary Search

Word or phrase:

» Find definitions © Find translations © Search all dictionaries

Example searches

bluebird Find definitions of bluebird

blue* Find words and phrases that start with biue

*bird Find words and phrases that end with bird

bl22272rd _Find words that start with b/, end with rd, and have 4 letters
in between

bI*Snow Find words that start with b/ and have a meaning related to
snow

*SNOW Or :Show Find any words related to snow

*:winter sport Find words related to the concept winter sport

**winter** Find phrases that contain the word winter

expand:nasa Find phrases that spell out n.a.s.a.

m



http://www.onelook.com/

Academic Phrasebank

2 http://waw.phrasebank.manch.. 0 ~ B & X |- (= Academic Phrasebank

e University
of Manchester
Academic Phrasebank

m

Click on the following: The Academic Phrasebank is a general resource for academic writers. It aims to provide you with
Introducing Work examples of some of the phraseological "nuts and bolts" of writing organised according to the
Referring to the Literature main sections of a research paper or dissertation (see the menu on the left). Other phrases are
Being Critical listed under the more general communicative functions of academic writing. 4
Describing Methods
Reporting Results The resource was designed primarily for academic and scientific writers who are non-native
Discussing Findings speakers of English. However, native speaker writers may still find much of the material helpful.

Writing Conclusions
General Functions
Useful Links

Home

The phrases, and the headings under which they are listed, can be used simply to assist you in
thinking about the content and organisation of your own writing, or the phrases can be
incorporated into your writing where this is appropriate. In most cases, a certain amount of
creativity and adaptation will be necessary when a phrase is used.

The Academic Phrasebank is not discipline specific. Nevertheless, it should be particularly useful
for writers who need to report their empirical studies. The phrases are content neutral and generic
in nature; in using them, therefore, you are not stealing other people's ideas and this does not
constitute plagiarism. More about Academic Phrasebank.

MANCHESTER

This site was created by John Morley

B _awn_ A a4 A Neemm ANAN


http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/

i L2 otuuy, A VW IV WY OO T ...

X provided the largest set of significant clusters of ....
It is interesting to note that in all seven cases of this study....

Unexpected outcome

Surprisingly, X was found fo ...

Surprisingly, no differences were found in ...

One unanticipated finding was that ....

It is somewhat surprising that no X was noted in this condition ....
What is surprising is that ....

Contrary to expectations, this study did not find a significant difference
between ...

However, the observed difference between X and Y in this study was
not significant.

However, the ANOVA (one way) showed that these results were not
statistically significant.

This finding was unexpected and suggests that ....

Reference to previous research (support)

This study produced results which corroborate the findings of a great
deal of the previous work in this field.
The findings of the current study are consistent with those of Smith and



Grammar Girl
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Some simple rules will keep you from being confounded when you're trying to o ’ A

figure out how to make proper nouns such as “iIPhone 5 “iPad 45," and L

“Blackberry” plural

Listen or Read
w Q41 17k FlLie
SUBSCRIBE s
To Grammar Girf's Are You Interurban?
Free Newsletter When you sphit your time between the East Coast and the
" . ;
West Coast, you can call yourself "bicoastal " What about
when you're splitting your time between two cities?
Retronyms: Scourge of the Language or
4 Affect Versus Effect Helpful Tool?
2 Who Versus Whom Would you care for some white milk with your black raisins?
v

4 First, Second, and Third Person


http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl

"ESL Short Subjects”

e Guest presentations during 2011 Texas
A&M Intensive Course in Research Writing

« Speaker: Susan Aiello, DVM (now editor,
Merck Veterinary Manual)

e Topics: Verb Forms, Verb Tenses,
Modals, Sentence Structure, Articles and
Connecting Words, Developing an
Academic Writing Style and Building
English Vocabulary


http://www.authoraid.info/resource-library/esl-presentations-by-dr.-susan-aiello/

AuthorAlD

AUTHORAID

Supporting Developing Country Researchers in Publishing Their Work

About

You are here: Home

AuthorAID is global online network that provides
support, mentoring, resources, and training for
res chers in developing countries

Find out more about the benefits of Au

Join now »

free

Tip of the Week #137

By Bernard Appiah, 09 July 2013
Serving busy readers Read More._.

Guest Post: From an AuthorAID Travel Grant Recipient and
More

By Barbara Gastel, 08 July 2013

Read More...

Resource of the Week #117: ORCID—AnR Identification
Number for Researchers

By Barbara Gastel, 07 July 2013

Read More.. (3 Comments)

Tip of the Week #136
By Bernard Appiah, 02 July 2013

Funding

Trai

ng & Events Resources

"I have loved the experience with AuthorAID.
I was able to get feedback from experienced
professionals in the field. My research topic
was moulded through AuthorAID discussions
which yielded a researchable topic for my
thesis. AuthorAID is a social knowledge
network, and I would say it is the way to go.”

Joan Murnumba, Kenya

[searcn |

You can search for people by name, location
or area of research

MNeed more options? Try our advanced
search

G Anita Heeren United States
Research interests: HIV
intervention prevention pilot
studies clinical tnals Health
promotion

Login|N

Search

Site Map | Help | Accessibility | Contact

Upcoming Eve

Call for Applications: AuthorAID Small

Grants 2013 (Second Set
31 August 2013

2013 Emerald Africa Engineering Research
Fund Award
01 September 2013

Sub-Reaqional Methodology Workshops for
Social Research in Africa
Nairobi, Kenya, 23 September 2013

Methodology Workshop for Social Research in
Africa
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, 14 October 2013

Call of Symposia
Washington, USA, 13 November 2013

More events...

Scholarships for international postaraduate
students at the University of Sydney

Australia

Review and Publication of Journal

Submissions
(PDF document, 2255Kb)

m



http://www.authoraid.info/

AuthorAlD

* Project mainly to help researchers in developing
countries to write about and publish their work

* Includes materials helpful to researchers
elsewhere too

— From a Japanese scientist: “When it comes to
scientific writing, every country is a developing
country.”

e Designed for easy use by non-native speakers

of English



AuthorAlD: A Meta-Resource

Resource Library—searchable by

— Subject area (for example, writing scientific papers,
preparing oral presentations, preparing poster
presentations, writing grant proposals)

— Resource type (for example, article or presentation)
— Language

Blog

E-mail Discussion List

Mentorships

Other



Questions and Answers



Wishing you all the best!



	Writing in English as a Foreign Language:�Tips for Non-Native Speakers�and Those Working with Them
	Why bother?
	Some of My Background
	Language:�Just Part of the Picture
	The Essentials
	Culture Too
	Cultural Differences to Consider
	Language Challenges
	Some Common Language Challenges
	Some Strategies
	Compiling Lists of Words and Phrases Commonly Used in Your Field
	Writing Simply
	Having People with a Strong Command of English Review Your Drafts
	Other Strategies
	Some Resources
	Books Such as These
	Videos, Podcasts, etc�in Your Research Field
	UsingEnglish.com
	OneLook Dictionary Search�(definitions from multiple dictionaries)
	Academic Phrasebank
	Slide Number 21
	Grammar Girl
	“ESL Short Subjects”
	AuthorAID  
	AuthorAID
	AuthorAID: A Meta-Resource
	Questions and Answers
	Wishing you all the best!

