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Lesson Summary: This lesson covers different ways authors organize their writing.  After going through a PowerPoint Presentation that discusses different organization styles (chronological, inductive, deductive, compare/contrast, and cause/effect), the students will practice identifying these organization styles by analyzing example paragraphs.


Subject: 
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: 1-2 class periods.

Materials:

· Authors’ Organization PowerPoint
· Organization Charts Handout (Venn Diagram, Story Map, T-Chart, Flow Chart)

· Organization Charts Answer Key
· Example Paragraphs Handout 

· Example Paragraphs Key
Lesson Plan: 
Introduction / Engagement
· Tell the students to get out a sheet of paper and a pen or pencil.  Instruct them to write a short paragraph about what they did over the weekend (or over the summer/last night/over Spring Break – whatever is appropriate).  Give the students a few minutes to complete this.

· After they’ve finished writing, ask the students how they organized their thoughts.  Did they talk about what they did in sequential order?  (“First I went to the movies with my family.  Then the next morning I went to my friend’s house to hang out.”)  Did they write about things in order of importance?  (“The most awesome thing I did was skiing!  But I also got to eat at a cool restaurant and see my aunt and uncle.”)  Point out that although they probably didn’t concentrate on organizing their paragraph, they did so anyway!  Authors organize their writing, also, often before they even begin to write.
Instruction
· Go through the Authors’ Organization PowerPoint with the class.
· Read a sample paragraph from the Example Paragraphs Handout to the class, or ask a student to read it aloud.  Work through the appropriate organization chart for that organization style in front of the class.  Blank charts are in the Organization Charts Handout.  Completed charts are in the Organization Charts Answer Key.  The Answer Key shows which chart corresponds to which organization style.
Activity

· Hand out the Example Paragraphs Handout and the Organization Charts Handout to students.  Each student should get 2 different paragraphs and the 2 accompanying charts.

· If the students have not previously used a Venn Diagram, Story Map, T-Chart, or Flow Chart, explain what each chart is and how it is used to analyze organization.

· The students will read the example paragraph and identify which kind of organization it uses.  Then the students will use a chart to analyze the organization of the paragraph.

· The Example Paragraphs Key shows what kind of organization each paragraph uses.  You can look at examples of filled out charts Organization Charts Answer Key.
Closure
· Review different kinds of organization once more with the class.  Ask if they can think of any other styles that this lesson didn’t discuss.  Some examples: organizing your topic from simple to complex, organizing by order of importance (also called emphatic order), 
· Ask the students what affect different organization styles have on the same topic or story. 

· Ask the students why an author might choose one organization style over another.  If a writer aims to convince his audience that pollution causes global warming, what kind of organization would be good to use?  Inductive organization is often used to persuade someone, especially to convince a reader of something he or she isn’t inclined to agree with.

Assessment: Check the students’ analysis of their assigned paragraphs to see if they (1) chose the correct kind of organization, and (2) correctly filled out the appropriate chart.  If time in your class permits, you could also have students write their own example paragraph using one of the organization styles.  Check to see if students organized their writing according to the organization style they chose.
Background & Concepts for Teachers:
· There are four charts used in this activity to help the students analyze the example paragraphs’ organization.  The Venn Diagram can be used for comparing/contrasting.  A Story Map is a chart used to analyze a chronologically-organized story.  A T-Chart can be used to analyze cause/effect order or compare/contrast order.  A Flow Chart is a good way to analyze deductive or inductive reasoning.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Cause: what causes another event occur.
· Effect: what happens as a result of the cause.
· Compare: looking for similarities.
· Contrast: looking for differences.
· Deductive organization: begins with general claim and then supports assertion with evidence.
· Inductive organization: begins with details/evidence that lead to a conclusion. 
· Chronological order: information is ordered by progression of time, either forward or backward.
Lesson Extensions:

· To lengthen this activity, have the students write their own paragraph employing one of the organization styles given in the PowerPoint.  This could be done as homework, also.
· To shorten this activity, you could reduce the number of paragraphs each student is to analyze.
· To make this activity more challenging, have the students rewrite one of the example paragraphs using a different organizational style.  For example, a student could rewrite the chronological paragraph using deductive organization.  Make sure the students know they should still write about the same situation/topic/story as the original paragraph, just organized differently.  This would be a good way for the students to see the influence organization has on the “feel” and even meaning of written information.
Other Way to Teach Authors’ Organization:

· Incorporate the idea of organization into daily readings.  A reoccurring theme throughout the class could be the questions, "How is this story/essay/piece organized?  Why do you think the author chose to organize it this way?  How is it connected with the purpose of the piece?"

· Do a lesson on author organization, but let the students come to their own conclusions about organization before you directly present different organization styles.  Rather than showing them the PowerPoint presentation first, show them examples paragraphs and guide with questions to self-discovery.  Then reinforce with direct instruction.

· Assign writing assignments (as homework or an in-class activity) in which students have to use different organization styles.

References:
· Some example paragraphs taken from: http://www.kimskorner4teachertalk.com/writing/sixtrait/organization/patterns.html 

TEKS:

7.12 (I) Analyze ways authors organize and present ideas such as through cause/effect, compare/contrast, inductively, deductively, or chronologically.
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


