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Summary: 
This lesson will cover the different careers available to those students who want to pursue an education in veterinary medicine. The available jobs do not stop at a private practice, but extend into specializations, research, and product development. There are many options for students to choose from that work directly or indirectly with animals, small or large animals, and companion or livestock species.

Keywords: veterinary medicine, careers, livestock, companion animal and small animal
Subject TEKS: 
· Agriculture: §130.6. Veterinary Medical Applications
(b) Introduction. To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire technical knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills and technologies in a variety of settings. Topics covered in this course include, but are not limited to, veterinary practices as they relate to both large and small animal species.
(c) Knowledge and skills:

(1) The student learns the employability characteristics of a successful employee. The student is expected to:
(A) identify career development and entrepreneurship opportunities in the field of veterinary science;
(B) demonstrate competencies related to resources, information, interpersonal skills, and systems of operation in veterinary science;
(C) demonstrate knowledge of personal and occupational health and safety practices in the workplace; and
(D) identify employers' expectations, including appropriate work habits, ethical conduct, legal responsibilities, and good citizenship skills.
Grade Level: 10-12
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 

· Describe different careers in veterinary medicine
· State what veterinarians do (Prevent Disease, Diagnose Disease, Treat Disease)
· Give examples of jobs in different fields of veterinary medicine

· Investigate the requirements of different jobs within the veterinary medicine field

· Know the educational path to becoming a veterinarian

· Distinguish the difference between registered veterinarian technician, certified veterinary assistant, and a veterinary assistant

· Describe some of the ethics of veterinary medicine

· Predict what the work environment and requirements will be for working for any type of veterinary clinic
Time Required: 3. 50 minute class sessions

Materials: 

· Careers in Veterinary Medicine PowerPoint
· Careers in Veterinary Medicine Lesson Plan

· Careers in Veterinary Medicine Matching Quiz

· Careers in Veterinary Medicine Matching Quiz Answers

· Careers in Veterinary Medicine Research Project

· Careers in Veterinary Medicine Worksheet “What Did You Learn?”

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0.00

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0.00
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Teachers should understand the options of careers that their students have in the field of veterinary medicine. Understanding the difference between Registered Veterinary Technician, Certified Veterinary Assistant, and Veterinary Assistant is important so that students know the opportunities they have other than becoming a veterinarian. Being a veterinarian is not only about having a private practice and working with companion or livestock animals, but also there are opportunities through companies, government departments, or specialty clinics.

Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Registered Veterinarian Technician: A person who has completed a program (commonly a two-year associates degree) and is certified by Texas State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (TSBVME)
· Certified Veterinarian Assistant: A person who has completed a program through TVMA and is certified by the TVMA and hired by a licensed vet
· Veterinarian Assistant: A person who is hired by a licensed veterinarian, is NOT certified, but can still perform animal care tasks
· Zoonotic diseases: Disease that can transfer from animals to humans
· Foodborne diseases: Disease transferred to an animal or human by food
· Foreign and emerging diseases: Diseases that are seen in other countries, BUT NOT the United States
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Get an idea of how many students in your class are interested in pursuing a veterinary medicine career. Ask questions such as, “What kind of career would you want to pursue if you received your veterinarian license and completed school?”, “Why do you want to become a veterinarian?” “Who is interested in becoming a registered veterinarian technician?”, or “Is anyone currently working for a vet? How do you like it?”. 
Presentation/Explanation: 
The main presentation is a PowerPoint that gives an overview of veterinarian careers, veterinarian technician and assistant careers, and expectations of a veterinarian. The PowerPoint will give the students a basic understanding of what a veterinarian does and aims to do. The linked videos will give students a chance to view some of the careers and get clarification on certain veterinary medicine aspects. The research project assigned to the students will give them the chance to learn more about specific careers, education requirements, and daily job tasks.
Activity/Application:

Students will be assigned or can choose a topic in the veterinarian career field. These topics will include Veterinarian Occupation, Education or Research of a Veterinarian, Educational Path to becoming a Veterinarian, Specialization, and Non-Profit Work. Students will research a topic that falls under one of these categories. Once the research has been completed students will present and/or demonstrate their research to the class. Personal reflection of why or why not they would pursue this career choice and why they chose to research it is required.
Lesson Closure: 
Have the students take a short matching quiz over the covered material in this lesson. This will give you a general idea of whether or not the students understood the big picture of veterinary careers

Assessment/Evaluation: 
Have students fill out the “What Did You Learn?” activity worksheet. This worksheet asks the students different short answer questions about their opinions on veterinary careers and a thought question about the importance of preventing disease.
Lesson Extensions:  
Ask students if they are interested in becoming a certified veterinarian assistant. Give them the requirements and information provided on the Texas Veterinary Medical Associations (TVMA) website. Found here: http://www.tvma.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=13#.UecAuI2G18E
Safety Issues: There are no safety issues with this lesson. However, general classroom management and safety should be upheld.
Resources: 
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSQdYEnpJsU" www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSQdYEnpJsU
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmUEwLDah2o
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6415nxQgps" www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6415nxQgps
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFS2BOrKeDY" www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFS2BOrKeDY
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KKvciCEIHs" www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KKvciCEIHs
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luKFkDqeBcQ" www.youtube.com/watch?v=luKFkDqeBcQ
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqZNwmHrBZM" www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqZNwmHrBZM
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDbbbqrEOI8" www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDbbbqrEOI8
References: 

· http://asci.uvm.edu/?Page=current/careers.html
· http://www.goarmy.com/amedd/veterinarian.html
· http://www.vet-i-care.org/
· http://tvma.org/
· http://tvma.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=13#.UeVVNY2G18E
· http://tvma.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=12#.UeVYu42G18E
· https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/Principles-of-Veterinary-Medical-Ethics-of-the-AVMA.aspx
· http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/veterinary/
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