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Lesson Summary:  In this activity students will walk around to different stations where they will experience one of the five senses and write about it on the Descriptive Writing Worksheet.  Once students have completed each station they will be more aware of how to write using descriptive tools.  Then students will be assigned a certain place or time (such as in the cafeteria at lunch) where they will observe the five senses and write a one to two page essay using the descriptive tools they have practiced.  



Subject: English: Effective Communication, Literacy Communities, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· Something with texture: box of sand, sandpaper etc.

· Something for smell:  candles, potpourri

· Something for taste:  chocolate, candy (individual item for each student)

· Something for hearing:  music

· Something for sight:  pictures, bright colors

· Descriptive Writing Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 

· Prior to the beginning of the class period, set up five stations around the room, one for each of the five senses: touch, smell, taste, hearing, and sight.
· Before beginning the activity, it might be a good idea to review the common elements of descriptive writing (see Vocabulary/Definitions below) to ensure that students understand how to use each figure of speech.
· Instruct students to use the Descriptive Writing Worksheet as they go to each station.  The worksheet instructs them to use only one sense to describe the sensation.  
· After each student has completed the five stations, assign a one to two page paper about a certain place and time where they are to use each of the five senses to enhance their descriptive writing skills.  
· Teachers can choose to assign their students to observe the details and senses at a specific time, such as lunch, and then assign them to write their papers that evening describing the lunch scene using all five senses.  

· Another option is to let the students choose a time when they feel like they are using all five senses and write about that moment.

Assessment:

Students are to complete the Descriptive Writing Worksheet and the descriptive writing essay.  The students’ essays should be graded according to their use of the five senses and descriptive writing.
Lesson Extensions:
· The materials used at each station can vary according to school rules.  Chocolate can be substituted with healthy snacks.  It should be noted that each station should be something that will really stimulate that specific sense in order for the students to be able to write about it.  
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Metaphor:  A figure of speech in which an expression is used to refer to something that it does not literally mean in order to suggest a similarity.
· Personification:  A figure of speech in which inanimate objects are given human qualities or are represented as possessing human form.
· Simile:  A figure of speech that expresses a resemblance between things of different kinds formed with `like' or `as'.
· Symbolism:  The practice of representing things by means of symbols or of attributing symbolic meanings or significance to objects, events, or relationships.
TEKS:

6.11 (C) Support responses by referring to text and personal experiences

6.12 (D) Understand and identify literary terms

6.12 (E) Recognize and distinguish among literary forms for understanding

6.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

6.15 (D) Write to entertain

6.15 (F) Choose and appropriate form of individual writing

6.15 (G) Use literary devices effectively
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