	The Jade Dragon

	Activity Plan, English 2
	Ancestors


	Dark Poison English 2



Lesson Summary:  In this activity, students will further their skills in comparing and contrasting ideas.  Each student will be put in a group to compare and contrast their family history.  

Subject: English: Student Research, Respect for Diversity, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· Ancestors Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 

· Prior to this class period, give the students a “homework” assignment to research their family history.  Distribute the Ancestors Worksheet to each student and instruct them to use it as a guide in doing their research.  Let students know that this may not be like any conventional “research” they have done in the library.  This type of research may involve speaking with parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc…
· After students have researched their family history, they will be divided into groups of 3.  
· Each student should bring the Ancestors Worksheet with the research they have found regarding their ancestors.
· As each group member shares their answers to the worksheet, the other students in the group will mark whether the answers compare or contrast with their own.
· Once each person has shared their answers, students can pick the student that most compared or contrasted to their own and write a paragraph explaining the similarities and differences they learned.  
TEKS:

6.4 (A) Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others

6.10 (A) Use personal knowledge and experiences for comprehension

6.10 (I) Finding similarities and differences across texts 

6.11 (A), Making observations

6.11 (D) Connect, compare, and contrast ideas, themes, and issues in texts

6.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research
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