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Objectives

· Define Exchange Rate.
· Use exchange rates to determine the value of the U.S. Dollar (USD) in foreign countries.

· Investigate why the value of the U.S. Dollar changes over time and between countries.

Lesson Overview

This lesson should take about two class periods.  First the Math 5 PowerPoint Presentation should be presented to the class.  The presentation contains several slides presenting real-life situations that involve using math while visiting China.  The presentation should take about one class period.  During the next class period, students will participate in The Value of a Dollar activity.  In this activity, they will examine exchange rates of different foreign countries and perform calculations given on The Value of a Dollar Worksheet to determine the value of a U.S. dollar in these countries.   

Handouts

· The Value of a Dollar Worksheet 
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will work individually to examine the exchange rates between the United States Dollar (USD) and the currency of China (yuan) and the European Union (euro).  Students will perform calculations to determine what a USD is worth in these two countries, and then compare how and why the value of the dollar changes between countries.  
Materials:
· None
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