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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will work individually to examine the exchange rates between the United States Dollar (USD) and the currency of China (yuan) and the European Union (euro).  Students will perform calculations to determine what a USD is worth in these two countries, and then compare how and why the value of the dollar changes between countries.  
 
Subject: Math: Numbers and Operations

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 7

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: one class period

Materials:
· The Value of a Dollar Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After viewing the Math 5 PowerPoint presentation, lead the class into a discussion about foreign currency by asking them how the characters in the story (and PowerPoint presentation) were able to travel and around China and do so many different activities.  
· All countries have their own form of currency.  In America, we use the United States Dollar (or simply, the dollar) as our currency.  Japan uses the yen, Great Britain uses the pound, India uses the rupee, and Mexico uses the peso.

· Students should realize that in order to get around in a foreign country, you must have the currency used by that country.  In the PowerPoint presentation, Jace and K.T. had to use yuan (the Chinese currency) in order to travel around China and see the different sights.  
· Ask the students if any of them have ever traveled to a foreign country?  If yes, did they bring back any of the currency from that country?  How were they able to get that currency?

· Explain to students that when you travel to a foreign country, you must swap your American dollars for the currency used by the country you are visiting.  

· The amount of money your U.S. dollars (USD) are worth is based on the exchange rate between the USD and the currency of the foreign country.

· The exchange rate is simply the value at which currencies are swapped one for the other.  

· Give a hypothetical example:  Say you were traveling to the (hypothetical) country of Utopia.  In Utopia, one of your U.S. Dollars is worth 2 Utopian dollars.  So, if you go to Utopia with 5 US Dollars, you can expect to exchange those for (5 x 2) 10 Utopian dollars.  

· Make sure the students understand the basic concepts of exchange rates and answer any questions they have.

· Distribute The Value of a Dollar Worksheet to each student.

· Instruct students to work individually to answer the question on the worksheet.  

Assessment:  Students are to complete The Value of a Dollar Worksheet and turn in it in for a grade.  You may also want to use the last question on the worksheet (“Why do you think the value of the US Dollar changes from country to country?) as a class discussion to get some of the student’s input.  
Vocabulary:

· Exchange Rate: the value at which one country’s currency is exchanged for another.

TEKS:

6.1 (C) Integers in real-life

6.2 (C) Solve ratios/rates using multiplication/division of whole numbers 

6.3 (C) Predict proportions using ratios

6.5 Formulate an equation from a problem situation 

6.11 (A) Identify/apply mathematics to everyday experiences
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