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Objectives

· Learn about the history of the Yangtze River.
· Explore the advantages and disadvantages of building a dam on the Yangtze River.
· Take a position on the Three Gorges Dam debate and orally defend that position.
Lesson Overview

This lesson should take one class period.  After reviewing The Jade Dragon Social Studies 3 PowerPoint, in which the students will learn about the Three Gorges dam, the teacher should have the students complete the Face Off Worksheet. In the Face Off Activity, the teacher should have the students weigh the advantages and disadvantages of building the dam then pick a side and discuss their reasons with other students who agree with them. Then teacher will then lead the students in a “Face-Off”, a debate-like activity in which students argue their position and refute the oppositions.  

Handouts 
· Face Off Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will use their knowledge of the Three Gorges dam controversy to form an opinion about whether or not a dam should be built. They will collaborate with other like-minded students to formulate and discuss the reasons for their opinion. They will then take part in an informal debate in which they will defend their opinions against other student’s arguments. 


Materials:

· Chalk board, white erase board, butcher paper or poster board 
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