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Lesson Summary: 
In this activity students will go from “city” to “city” using absolute location. The students will have to navigate to five different cities and answer a question at each city. This activity gives students a chance to use what they learned in The Jade Dragon Social Studies 1 PowerPoint about absolute location.


Subject: Social Studies: Absolute Location

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 7

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· Map of China for each team

· Absolute Location Cities
· Absolute Location Directions and Questions
Lesson Plan: 
Before Class

· Put the “cities” up around the classroom with their questions.
· Divide the cities visited by each of the teams so each team visits the same number of cities and does not get the same question more than once. An example of this can be seen in the table below. 

	
	Team #1
	Team #2

	Order
	City
	Answer to Question
	City
	Answer to Question

	1
	Beijing
	Absolute Location
	Shanghai
	Yangtze

	2
	Wuhan
	Mongolia or Russia
	Harbin
	Mongolia or Russia

	3
	Shenyang
	Beijing
	Beijing
	Absolute Location

	4
	Lhasa
	India
	Shache
	Beijing

	5
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam

	
	Team #3
	Team #4

	Order
	City
	Answer to Question
	City
	Answer to Question

	1
	Jixi
	Pacific Ocean
	Wuhan
	Mongolia or Russia

	2
	Beijing
	Absolute Location
	Guangzhou
	India

	3
	Yumen
	Beijing
	Hailar
	Pacific Ocean

	4
	Harbin
	Mongolia or Russia
	Beijing
	Absolute Location

	5
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam


During the Activity

· Divide the students into groups of 2-4.

· Give each group the map of China and the absolute location for their first city

· Each team will need to find their city, get the question from that city and then return to the teacher to answer the question to obtain their next city’s absolute location.

· To get their next city’s absolute location the team must have the correct city and answer the question correctly. Every question can be answered by either the map, the PowerPoint, or by the Jade Dragon narrative.

· The first team to visit all their cities and answer their questions correctly wins.

Assessment: 

A way to find if the students understand the material is perhaps to have them go and make a vacation plan of where they would go on the world if they could vacation anywhere they wanted. The vacation would include a few different cities with the absolute location for each of those cities.

Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Prime Meridian: Imaginary line at the middle of the longitude lines at a longitude of 0o
· Equator: Imaginary line at the middle of the latitude lines at a latitude of 0o
· Longitude lines: Imaginary lines that run from north to south across the globe and measure how far someplace is from the Prime Meridian 

· Latitude lines: Imaginary lines that run from east to west across the globe and measure how far someplace is from the Equator

· Absolute location: The location of someplace on a map given by its longitude and latitude coordinates


References:
The picture for this activity is from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html 

*The picture was modified in Adobe Photoshop by adding three cities and removing others

TEKS:

6.3 (B) – Posing and answering questions about geographic distributions and patters

6.3 (C) – Comparing regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases

6.21 (C) – Organizing and interpreting information

6.22 (A) – Using social studies terminology correctly
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