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Lesson Summary: 

In this activity students will be digging for the “Jade Dragon” using relative locations. The students will be looking in a predefined site, where they will have clues about where the pieces of the Jade Dragon are based on their relative locations to the other pieces. 


Subject: Social Studies: Relative Location
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· Place to dig (recommended about 4’ x 4’)

· Shovel

· The “Jade Dragon” (any cheap dragon which can be cut up will do)

· Relative Location Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
Before the class begins

· Cut the Jade Dragon into five pieces

· Design clues for each of the pieces relative to the other pieces 

· For example: The head is buried to the northwest of the tail

· Bury the Jade Dragon in the “archeological dig site” according to their relative locations

· Don’t bury the pieces too deep that they are difficult to find, but don’t make it to obvious as to where they are

Once class begins

· When the students come to class hand out the Relative Location Worksheet.
· Give the students the clues of where they think and have them fill out the first page of the worksheet.

· Take the students to dig site.

· Have the students decide on where to start digging.

· Keep digging until all pieces of the Jade Dragon are found.

· The students should record where they found each piece of the Jade Dragon.

· Return to the room where the students should answer the three questions at the end of the Relative Location Worksheet.

Assessment: 

· Using a map of the school grounds ask students questions like:

· Where is the gym relative to your classroom? 

· Where is the cafeteria relative to the principle’s office?

· Where is the flagpole relative to the cafeteria?

Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Relative Location: Location of something based on the location of another object or place
Lesson Extensions:

· This activity can be modified for multiple groups of students if multiple sites are created. This way more students will have more involvement in their digs.

TEKS:

6.3 (A) Create maps, graphs, charts, and models to depict regional aspects

6.3 (B) Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns

6.3 (C) Compare regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases

6.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

6.21 (C) Organize and interpret information
6.22 (A) Use social studies terminology correctly 

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material

6.23 (B) Using a decision-making process to identify a situation and take action
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