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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will use their knowledge of the Three Gorges Dam controversy to form an opinion about whether or not a dam should be built. They will collaborate with other like-minded students to formulate and discuss the reasons for their opinion. They will then take part in an informal debate in which they will defend their opinions against other student’s arguments. 

Subject: Social Studies: Benefits and Consequences of Development
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6

· Upper Bound: 9

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period

Materials: 

· Chalk board, white erase board, butcher paper, or any large writing surface
· Extension: Face Off Essay Grading Rubric
Lesson Plan: 

· On the chalk board or other writing surface, draw a line with arrows on both sides and label on end “yes” and the other end “no”

· Have each of the students come up to the board and draw a large dot representing where they stand on the issue of building the Three Gorges Dam. Several students can be doing this at the same time to speed up the process.  If they think the dam should be built, they should mark a dot closer to the “yes” side. If they think the dam should not be build, they should mark their dot closer to the “no” side. Remind the students that if they are unsure about their opinion, it is okay for them to mark the dot close to the middle. After all the students have drawn on the board, there should be a wide range of dots across the line. 

· This would be a good time to talk to students about what one can learn from those who agree with you and those who disagree with you. You might mention the benefits of discussing issues with others and how debating helps you formulate your ideas better. 

· Have the students that are on the “yes” side go to one side of the room to share ideas and discuss supporting points while students from the “no” side of the line go to the other side of the room and do the same. Students who are undecided can visit both sides to hear the different reasons but after several minutes they will need to take a stance and join that side. Remind students that they should also think of reasons why the other side arguments are not as good. In their groups, have the students compile a list of reasons that support their position. 
· Have each group hand in their list and return to their seats. As they students are returning to their seats, copy each list of reasons they created onto a chalkboard or other large surface for the students to use during the “face off”

· Now the students will “face off” and defend their stances orally. Explain to the students that strongly persuasive arguments need to address the opponent’s points. The students should come up with a logical rebuttal to the point and not resort to name calling or personal attacks. 

· Ask for four volunteers from each side to come up to the front and face each other in a manner similar to a debate or quiz bowl. 

· Pick a student to start. He/She will state a point that supports his position, and then the student opposite him will refute that point then offer a supporting reason for his side. Then the next student on the first side will refute that point and offer one of his/her own. This continues back and forth until the last student states his point, which the first student will then refute. At this point, each student should have both refuting a point and offered one. (Ex: Student Yes-1 states that building the dam will force people to move from their homes. Student No-1 replies that the people will be safer once they move and that the dam will provide energy. Student Yes-2 states that there are other methods of obtaining energy, but that once artifacts are destroyed they can not be replaced, etc)

· Students should be switched out to allow all to participate. 
· When all those have gone, ask students if any new reasons where thought up during the debate that can be added to either list on the board. Add those to the list. 
· Students can also be asked other questions such as: 
· Did they learn anything during the “Face Off”? 
· Was it hard to come up with a reply to some of the opposing team’s points?
· Did anyone change their opinion during the “Face Off” as to whether the dam should be built or not?
· Did the “Face Off” help you understand why other students picked the other side of the argument? 
Lesson Extensions:

· This activity could be lengthened for by having students work in pairs to design posters convincing the Chinese Government to build the dam or not, depending on the stance the students have taken.
· This activity can be made more challenging for those in higher grades by having them compose their ideas in the form of a persuasive essay. This essay should be four paragraphs long. The first paragraph is an introduction that should catch the readers attention and describe the issue being debated. The second and third paragraphs contain the main idea; with the second containing the supporting points and the third refuting the opposition’s arguments. The fourth paragraph should be a strong conclusion restating the main idea and explaining why the issue is important. Grade students using the 1-4 Rubric, with the top score being 4.

References:
· http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LAKinestheticApproachPersuasiveWriting510.htm
· http://www.middleweb.com/rubricsHG.html
TEKS:

6.7 (A) Identify and analyze ways people adapt to the physical environment 

6.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

6.21 (C) Organize and interpret information 

6.21 (D) Identifying points of view about an issue or a topic

6.22 (B) Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written messages

6.22 (C) Express ideas orally based on research and experiences
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