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Objectives

· Take a stance on a current, debated issue.

· Use persuasive writing to sway the audience to believe one side of an issue.

· Analyze a case study.
· Write proposed solutions to the specific case study.

· Present the proposals to the class.

· Evaluate presented proposals.
Lesson Overview

This lesson is designed to take approximately three class periods.  The teacher should first go through the English 2 PowerPoint with the class.  This includes 8 slides that review the concept of persuasive writing.  Students will then begin the The Community Speaks Activity with the The Community Speaks Worksheet.  The worksheet allows students to brainstorm and draft a proposal for solutions to an environmental case study. 
Handouts

· The Community Speaks Worksheet
Activity

Summary:
Students will have a mock town hall meeting and present proposed methods on how to deal with a specific problem regarding pollution.  Students will be broken up into 3-5 groups (depending on the class size), and each group will review the “problem” and come up with a detailed plan of action to present to the “community.”  The students should write their rough drafts on the The Community Speaks Worksheet.  After all the groups have presented, the students will vote on which proposal is the best and why.


Materials: None.
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