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Lesson Summary: Students will have a mock town hall meeting and present proposed methods on how to deal with a specific problem regarding pollution.  Students will be broken up into 3-5 groups (depending on the class size), and each group will review the “problem” and come up with a detailed plan of action to present to the “community.”  The students should write their rough drafts on The Community Speaks Worksheet.  After all the groups have presented, the students will vote on which proposal is best and why.

Subject: 

Science: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 

English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Student Research

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Three class periods
Materials: 
· The Community Speaks Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After reviewing the power point presentation, break students into 3-5 groups and pass out The Community Speaks Worksheet to each group.
· On the first day, have students brainstorm a proposed plan of action to address the problem. 
· Students should include reasons for the action, planned evidence that supports their reasoning and consequences that could occur if the plan is not implemented. 
· The following day should consist of continued research and students should begin writing a rough draft on the The Community Speaks Worksheet.  
· Students should exchange worksheets with other groups for peer editing. 
· After corrections have been made, students should prepare to present their proposals to the class. 
· The last class day, each group should present their proposal in a mock town hall meeting.  The teacher can act as the chairman of the meeting, and call on groups to present their proposal.  

· After all the groups have presented, the audience should evaluate the proposals and presentations. 

· Have students vote on which proposal they think is best and explain why. 

References:
· http://www.epa.gov/region01/students/pdfs/activ20.pdf
TEKS:

7.1 (C) Understand major ideas and evidence in a speech

7.2 (A) Interpret a speaker’s message, purposes and perspectives

7.2 (E) Compare perceptions of a speech

7.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

7.5 (D) Generate criteria to evaluate oral presentations

7.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

7.13 (I) Present organized statements, reports, and speeches using visual aids

7.15 (B) Write to influence

7.15 (C) Write to inform

7.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies

7.18 (B) Developing drafts by categorizing ideas into paragraphs and papers

7.18 (C) Revise drafts by elaborating, deleting, moving, and combining text

7.18 (D) Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas

7.18 (E) Edit drafts for specific purposes

7.19 (A) Apply criteria to evaluate writing

7.19 (B) Respond constructively to others’ writings
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