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Class Analysis Handout
Mean:

· Can only be used with real numbers.  It is the most common and often most useful measure of central tendency. 

· Is very sensitive to extreme scores (outliers).
· Rarely exists as an actual score, such as 2.2 children.

· It can be manipulated algebraically.  You can write an equation that defines the mean. 

Median:

· The median is usually the best measure of central tendency when the data is asymmetrical or skewed.

· Is relatively unaffected by extreme scores (outliers).

· Is useful when we have only a small number of values.

· Is easy to determine or calculate.

· The more skewed a distribution is, the more important it is to use the median as the measure of central tendency.
Mode:
· Unlike the mean & median, the mode must be an element of the original data set.
· Is unaffected by extreme scores (outliers).
· There is often more than one mode for a given set of scores, so it’s not very representative of a ‘typical’ value.
· Measures data concentration and can be used to locate the area in a large data set where much of the data is concentrated.
· Can be used for non-quantitative information.
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