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Investigate the Mystery: Routes of Exposure 
Use the following chart to determine which route of exposure is likely to cause the symptoms mentioned in the story.  Use clues from the story and your knowledge of these different routes to explain your answers.
	Route of Transmission
	Is it Likely? (yes/no)
	Why or Why Not? (clues from the story)

	Skin Contact (absorption)
	
	

	Skin penetration (injection)
	
	

	Inhalation
	
	

	Ingestion (food/drink)
	
	


1. State your hypothesis about the cause of the symptoms.

2. Could these symptoms be caused by more than one route of exposure?  Explain your answer.

3. How would you test your hypothesis?  Design an experiment that would allow you to test whether or not your hypothesis is correct.  Keep in mind the aspects of a good scientific experiment (i.e. account for all variables, have a control group, repeatability, etc…)
4. The following chart shows a list of everyday situations.  Fill in the remaining columns with a possible route of exposure to toxins one may experience during the situation, possible damage that may occur as a result of this route of exposure, and ideas for prevention of sickness.
	Situation
	Route of Exposure
	Possible Damage
	Ideas for Prevention

	Eating lunch
	
	
	

	Walking barefoot outside
	
	
	

	Spilling cleaner in the bathroom
	
	
	

	Falling off of a bike
	
	
	

	Doing Yard Work
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