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· Use a grid to create a unique map.
· Recreate a path using a grid and collected data.
· Understand how the global positioning system (GPS) works.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about one class period.  The teacher should first go through the Social Studies 2 PowerPoint with the class.  This includes 17 slides that introduce students to the geographical information system (GIS) and to the global positioning system (GPS).  Students will then begin the activity.  They will use the GPS Mapping Worksheet and the GPS Log Worksheet to map a path and to follow the path of another student.
Handouts

· GPS Mapping Worksheet
· GPS Log Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will learn how the global positioning system (GPS) works by creating two dimensional maps.  Each student will make a unique path on a grid and must also recreate the path of another student using GPS reconstruction methods.

Materials:

· drawing compass 

· string (about 12 inches long) 

· ruler 
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