	Connections

	Activity Plan, Social Studies 5
	Open for Business!


	Connections: Activity Plan, Social Studies 5



[image: image1.wmf]
Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will create an individual business based on the history of Houston and Texas in the early 1900s.  Students will have the choice of pursuing a career in cotton farming, the oil industry, railroads, merchandise sale, or engineering.  They will create an ad outlining their business and write a short article describing their endeavors.


Subject: 

Social Studies: Individual Development and Identity, Production Distribution and Consumption English: Student Research

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· construction paper

· markers
· Open for Business! Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After going over the PowerPoint with students, the teacher should start a discussion about the many different industries and types of businesses in the early 1900s.  Based on what they already know, what are some of the major events that shaped the development of industry in Houston and Texas?
· Students are going to create their own business that is based in Houston during the early 1900s.  Each student will have a choice of what to pursue: cotton farming, the oil industry, railroads, merchandise sale, or engineering.  The teacher can have students do this individually or with a partner, depending on the size of the class.  Students will be responsible for completing the Open for Business! Worksheet and for creating an ad for their business.
· Each student should choose one major area to focus on within their chosen profession.  Certain professions will require more specialization than others.  
· Cotton farming - Students can create a business to sell the cotton they grow.  

· Oil industry – Students have two options. They can create a business to sell oil or start a company advertised to actually work a specific oilfield (such as Spindletop).  
· Railroads – Students can create a company that either builds railroads, keeps a railroad running, or provides services to a railroad.  
· Merchandise sale – Students have many options with this profession.  They can choose to sell anything that was available back in the early 1900s (such as bread, beef, fabric, etc.).  They can also choose to run something like a general store that sells many different items.
· Engineering – Students also have many options with this profession, though they should try to keep it simple.  Students can run a company that helps build the Houston Ship Channel or a company that works with petrochemicals.

If students have any other unique ideas for a business that fits within the requirements, 
they should be allowed to pursue it.

· After students have chosen a profession, they are responsible for doing some background research in order to make their business as realistic as possible.  Some of the websites listed below will be useful.  
· After students learn more about their career, they should complete the Open for Business! Worksheet.  It asks students to write a short article describing their business and business endeavors.  This should be finished before they begin the advertisement.
· Students should create an ad for their company using construction paper.  The ad should include a company name, slogan, and any vital information such as prices, sales, or special work that the company will do.  Creativity is encouraged.  
Assessment: The Open for Business! Worksheet can be graded for completion and accuracy of the information included.  The ad can be graded for creativity and correctness.

References:
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/OO/doogz.html
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston,_Texas
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/RR/eqr1.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/rhh11.html
TEKS: 
7.12 (B) Trace the development of major industries causing Texas urbanization 
7.13 (C) Analyze the impact of significant industries in Texas

7.21 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about Texas
7.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information
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