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Objectives

· Learn about different industries and the economic development of Texas during the early 1900s.
· Create a unique business based on the history of Houston and Texas.
· Design a business advertisement.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods.  The teacher should first go through the Social Studies 5 PowerPoint with the class.  This includes 24 slides that review urbanization and economic development in Houston and the state of Texas.  Students will then begin the activity with the Open for Business! Worksheet.  They will choose a profession and create their own business, complete with a written description of their company and a visual advertisement.
Handouts

· Open for Business! Worksheet
Activity
Summary:
In this activity, students will create an individual business based on the history of Houston and Texas in the early 1900s.  Students will have the choice of pursuing a career in cotton farming, the oil industry, railroads, merchandise sale, or engineering.  They will create an ad outlining their business and write a short article describing their endeavors.
Materials:

· construction paper

· markers
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