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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will pick one of six major Texas cities to research.  They will create a tourist pamphlet about their city, including pictures, vital statistics, and interesting information a visitor might need to know. 


Subject: 
Social Studies: Culture, Individual Development and Identity

English: Student Research
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period, plus some time outside of class.

Materials:

· computer and internet access
· construction paper
· scissors

· glue or tape
· Travel Texas Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Talk to students about the population of Texas and how it is distributed throughout the state.  Discuss why certain areas seem to be more heavily populated than others (for example, the Houston area compared to west Texas).  Discuss how geography, climate, and natural resources affect where people choose to live.
· Allow students to choose one of six major Texas cities (Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, El Paso, San Antonio) to research.  Explain that they are responsible for making a tourist pamphlet about their city.  It should be both informative and eye-catching in order to attract tourists. 
· Students should first research their selected city and fill out the Travel Texas Worksheet before creating a pamphlet.  The websites listed below provide a good starting point, but students should be encouraged to branch out and use other resources as well. 

· To make a pamphlet, students should fold a piece of paper ‘hamburger’ style.  After researching their chosen city, they can use a computer to type out the information and to print the pictures that they want to use (they can neatly write it out in pen, if a computer is not available).  
· The front of the pamphlet should include the name of the city, a catchy slogan the student makes up to attract tourists, a picture of the city, and at least one major thing the city is known for.
· The inside of the pamphlet should include at least one more picture and the basic information about the city.  Students should include information about the city’s population, natural resources, location in Texas (west, south, etc.), climate (average rainfall, temperature, etc.), any neighboring major cities, major entertainment features (parks, museums, and sports), any major industries, and other interesting information.
· Though it is important for students to include the basic information in their pamphlets, creativity should be encouraged.  The goal is to teach visitors about each city in a fun and interesting way.
Assessment: The pamphlet can be graded for accuracy of the information and for the inclusion of all of the required points.  
Background & Concepts for Teachers:
· According to 2005 estimates, the six largest cities in Texas are Houston (2,016,582), San Antonio (1,256,509), Dallas (1,213,825), Austin (690,252), Fort Worth (624,067) and El Paso (598,590).  The teacher may visit the census website to update these figures.
Lesson Extensions:
· Instead of creating individual pamphlets, students can break into small groups to research a city and to create a poster.  Groups can then present the information they learn to the class.

References:
· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/g35/topcities.html
· http://www.tourtexas.com/m@ps.html
· http://www.texasalmanac.com/facts/
TEKS:

7.9 (A) Locate places of importance in Texas during the 19th and 20th centuries.

7.21 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about Texas

7.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

7.21 (C) Organize and interpret information from various sources

7.22 (A) Use social studies terminology correctly

7.22 (B) Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation

7.22 (C) Transfer information from one medium to another

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information
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