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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will be assigned one of four immigrant groups: Germans, Poles, Mexicans, and Chinese.  Using the Dear Grandmother Worksheet as a guide, they will research their group then create a fictional character who was an immigrant from their group.  They will then write a letter from the viewpoint of their character to a family back home, describing the struggles and experiences of immigration as well as describing their new life in Texas.  The students will then read their letters to each other and discuss the differences between groups and their immigration experiences. 



Subject: 

Social Studies: Individuals Groups and Institutions, Global Connections

English:  Student Research
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· Dear Grandmother Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Introduce this activity by emphasizing that throughout the course of Texas’ history, immigrants from many countries have come to Texas.  Each has experienced their own difficulties and challenges.  Instruct the students that today, they will learn about these difficulties by studying one of four immigrant populations that has come to Texas. 

· Divide the students into groups of four.  Assign each student in the group one of the four populations to study: Mexicans, Germans, Poles, or Chinese. 

· Tell students that they will be individually researching this population group as a whole, and then they will focus more on individual struggles by creating a fictional character. 

· Hand out the Dear Grandmother Worksheet to each student.  Using a computer, have them research to find the answer to the first five questions about immigration for their country. 

· Now have them decide who they want their fictional character to be.  They will be writing a one-page letter from the viewpoint of their fictional character to one of their character’s family members back in their home country.  (The family member does not have to be a Grandmother, it is their choice.)

· Have them fill in question 6-9 on the worksheet to describe their character then write the letter.  The letter should include the information from the Dear Grandmother 

 HYPERLINK "CN%20Social%20Studies%203%20Worksheet.doc" 
Worksheet questions 7, 8 and 9.
· Have the students reform the groups of four from before.  Have students take turns reading their letters to the group.  After all four students have read their letters have them discuss the differences and similarities between the different immigration groups. 

· Now have the class come back together and lead the students through a class discussion of the differences and similarities between the immigration groups.  Possible questions to ask might include:

· Did the different immigration groups come to America for the same reasons?

· What kinds of experiences where similar between all of the immigration groups?
· What disadvantages might immigrants have faced when they came to the United States?

· Do you think that one immigration group had a harder time than the others?  If so which one? 

· Do you think that one immigration group had an easier time than the others?  If so, which one?
· How do you think American people in the 19th and 20th century viewed and reacted to immigrants? 

· Are there any aspects of these immigrants’ culture that are now a part of our Texan culture? (ex: cowboy hat was designed using the Mexican sombrero)
TEKS:

7.11 (A) Analyze why immigrant groups came to Texas and where they settled

7.11 (B) Analyze how immigration and migration to Texas have influenced Texas.
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