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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will observe the differences between the Democratic Republic of Congo and the United States.  They will then research statistics for the U.S. and the D.R.C. and make posters comparing the two countries.


Subject: 

Social Studies: Culture, Global Connections
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 7
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· poster boards or butcher paper
· Country Comparison Data Worksheet
· Country Comparison Observation Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Hand out a copy of the Country Comparison Data Worksheet to each of the students and have them complete Question #1. This question asks them to predict how the Democratic Republic of Congo compares to the United States in terms of the following measures: population, land area, literacy rate, and life expectancy.  Students only need to fill out the “Prediction” column at this point.
· Have students search the CIA World fact book (https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html) for statistics about the U.S. and the D.R.C. to complete Question #2.  If there are not enough available computers, the teacher can do the research on the computer with the students observing and recording the data. After they have recorded the numerical answers, they should return to Question #1 to determine if their predictions were correct and fill in the “Were you right?” column. 
· Have students begin question #3 by finding the information on the CIA World fact book about languages, major industries and form of government and recording it in the table.
· There are 4 blank rows in the table. Each student should find 4 facts that they feel are interesting and contribute to their comparison of the United States and the Democratic Republic of Congo and record the information in those blanks.  Again, the teacher can do the research if there are not enough computers for the students. 
· Now that the students understand some of the major differences between the U.S. and the D.R.C., you may hold a class discussion.  Ask them to hypothesize about some things they feel might be the same or different about the lives of students in other countries.
· What would life be like for kids their own age living in the Democratic Republic of Congo?
· How might differences in the statistics they found affect the lives of the people living there?  
· How do these things affect your students? 
· Now students will work individually to make a poster comparing the U.S to the Democratic Republic of Congo.  This can be done in the classroom or sent home with the students as homework.  Students should use the information from their worksheet to illustrate the differences.  Visual displays of statistics (graphs, charts, etc) should be included. Students should also write a short paragraph on their poster to describe the impact that these statistics have on everyday life in the two countries. 

· During the second class period, the posters should be set up around the room. Give each student a Country Comparison Observation Worksheet. On it they will need to list 5 elements that were on other posters but not their own, which contributed to their understanding of the differences between the two countries.  They should also pick their favorite posters (not their own!) and list three reasons why they liked it.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Literacy Rate:  The ability to read and write at a specified age (for the data from World Factbook, that age is 15). Low levels of literacy and education can impede the economic development of a country.
· Life Expectancy at birth: The average number of years remaining to be lived by a group of people born in the same year. It is a measure of overall quality of life in a country and summarizes the mortality at all ages.

References:
· http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/tlc-twochildren/
· https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
TEKS:

6.3 (C) Compare regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases

6.4 (A) Locate major historical and contemporary societies on globes and maps

6.15 (A) Define concepts of culture and culture regions

6.15 (B) Describe traits that define cultures

6.15 (C) Analyze similarities and differences among world societies

6.21 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to learn about world cultures 

6.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

6.21 (C) Organize and interpret information 

6.22 (C) Express ideas orally based on research and experiences

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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