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Objectives

· Learn the about the discovery, transmission, and symptoms of the Ebola Virus.
· Perform a simulation of the spread of a virus.
· Trace the spread of a virus back to its origin.
· Learn about effective methods of stopping the spread of Ebola.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods.  Begin the lesson by showing the Science 4 PowerPoint.  This presentation introduces Ebola as the disease affecting the monkeys in the Congo Cry story and goes into some depth about the discovery, symptoms, and transmission of Ebola.  After viewing the presentation, begin the Virus Hunters Activity.  In this activity, students will perform a simulation of the spread of a virus, and then they will use the Virus Hunters Worksheet to trace the transmission of the virus back to three original cases.  
Handouts

· Virus Hunters Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

An important aspect of disease prevention is understanding and locating the source of the pathogen.  In this activity, students will first perform a simulation of the spread of the Ebola virus in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  Next, students will act as medical investigators in order to track the transmission of the virus and determine its source.
Materials:

· envelopes (one per student)

· 3 strips of green construction paper

· several strips of white paper
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