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Lesson Summary: Students will go to a number of different websites to research the crisis with AIDS in children around the world.  On November 8, 2005 congress passed a law that authorized federal assistance for orphans and children that are vulnerable to AIDS in developing countries.  As groundbreaking as this legislation is, there has been a delay in its implementation. Students will complete this lesson by writing a letter to an elected official, telling them why it is important that they fulfill the actions proposed in this law.
Subject: 

Social Studies: Global Connections, Civic Ideals and Practices
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Student Research, Respect for Diversity
Health: Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, Using Interpersonal Communication Skills, Enhancing Health through Goals and Decisions, Advocating for Personal Family and Community Health

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· internet access
· Time To Take Action Worksheet
· Time to Take Action Handout (optional)
Lesson Plan: 
· This lesson should be introduced with the English 2 PowerPoint, allowing students to understand that knowledge about AIDS is power, and that with power comes persuasion. 

· After reviewing the power point presentation, go to the computer lab or use a classroom computer to visit http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2006/ps060505.html.  Read the information about legislation that was passed on November 8, 2005 which approved assisting orphans and children that are vulnerable to AIDS in developing countries.

· Students may visit any of the following websites to find more information on the law that was passed in November of 2005 and the AIDS crisis affecting children.
· http://www.unaids.org/en/MediaCentre/PressMaterials/FeatureStory/GlobalPartnersForum.asp
· http://www.childinfo.org/
· http://www.firelightfoundation.org/children.htm
· http://www.globalactionforchildren.org/latest/110905pressrelease.cfm
· After reviewing the information presented online, students use the Time to Take Action Worksheet to draft a letter to their politicians about the importance of fulfilling the proposed actions in the 2005 legislation.
· Once students have completed their letters on the Time to Take Action Worksheet, have them trade letters with a partner for revision and editing.  Have students make sure that their partner’s letter is well-spoken, persuasive, and balanced with facts and opinions.
· Once the letters have been revised, they should be typed and sent to one of the following elected officials.
· President of the United States
· Governor
· U.S. Senator(s)

· U.S. Representative

· As a class, go online to http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials/?lvl=L and enter in their zip code to find the contact information for the government officials that are assigned to their area.
· Students may mail the letters off on their own or submit the letter on the Congress website. If students decide to submit the letter online, they should follow the instructions on the Time to Take Action Handout.  Make sure that students know not to give their personal address or e-mail address, but rather to list the school address and their teacher’s e-mail address.

References:
· http://www.house.gov/writerep/
· http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials/?lvl=L

· http://www.worldvision.org/aoa.nsf/aids/action_advocacy

· http://www.unaids.org/en/MediaCentre/PressMaterials/FeatureStory/GlobalPartnersForum.asp
· http://www.childinfo.org/
· http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2006/ps060505.html
· http://www.firelightfoundation.org/children.htm

TEKS:

6.8 (D) Read to take action

6.13 (B) Use text organizers to locate and organize information

6.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

6.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources

6.13 (F) Produce research projects and reports in effective formats

6.15 (B) Write to influence

6.18 (B) Developing drafts by categorizing ideas into paragraphs and papers

6.18 (C) Revise drafts by elaborating, deleting, moving, and combining text

6.18 (D) Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas

6.18 (F) Use technology for creating, revising, editing, and publishing texts

6.18 (G) Refine selected pieces to publish for general to specific audiences

6.23 (B) Using a decision-making process to identify a situation and take action
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