	Congo Cry

	Lesson Plan, Math 4
	Modeling Population Growth


	Connections: Lesson Plan, Math 1



Objectives

· Demonstrate population growth
· Understand the effects of population growth
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about 2 class periods.  The first class period may be spent viewing the CO Math 4 PowerPoint presentation.  During the second class period, students will participate in the Modeling Population Growth Activity, during which they will demonstrate population growth and visualize the effects and limitations of population growth.  
Handouts

· CO Math 4 Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will demonstrate the mathematical model of population growth.  Using simple materials, students will gather population growth data and create a graph of their data to analyze population growth rates and the concept of carrying capacity.  Students will then answer a series of questions to facilitate discussion of the limiting factors of population growth.
Materials:

· several bags of  small, uniformly shaped objects (kernels of corn, dried beans, wooden markers, plastic beads, etc)
· 10 paper cups

· A 250-ml or 400-ml beaker

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University http://peer.tamu.edu
1
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


