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Lesson Summary: Students will list common myths about HIV and AIDS and come to a conclusion about whether they are correct or not. They will then use the Course of HIV Handout and the Course of HIV Worksheet to make a graph to show the course of HIV/AIDS within a body to understand how the body reacts to the virus.

Subject: 

Science: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives, Life Science
Health: Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, Analyzing Influencing Factors on Health
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· graph paper
· Course of HIV Handout
· Course of HIV Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Start the Course of HIV PowerPoint  presentation and go through the first two slides, stopping on Slide #2. Ask students to name the disease. After they have come up with HIV/AIDS, write this on the board or overhead, and ask students to list things they have heard about HIV and AIDS.  Students can list causes, transmission, symptoms, treatments, etc.  Do not worry if the students “facts” are incorrect, still list them. You can lead the students by asking questions such as:

· Is HIV the same thing as AIDS?

· Is HIV curable? 

· Can you get HIV or AIDS from someone sneezing on you?

· Is HIV caused by a bacteria, fungus or virus?
· Continue progressing through the slides until the end of the PowerPoint. Now go back and read each statement about HIV/AIDS that are listed on the board or overhead. Ask the class whether the statement is correct or not and write T or F next to the statement when the class agrees upon the correct answer.
· Give each student a copy of the Course of HIV Handout. Have students read through the Handout about the progressing stages of HIV.
· Tell students that they will be graphing the course of HIV through time. Give each student a piece of graph paper and a copy of the Course of HIV Worksheet. Tell students to follow the directions of the worksheet which will guide the student through making the graph. 

Assessment: Students will turn in their graphs to the teacher. While each graph will look slightly different, the x-intercept should be between 600 and 1200, the line should cross the HIV/AIDS division line at 200 and the slope should be negative overall. There should not be a y-intercept because one can not have a negative T-count.

References:
http://www.etharc.org/amhara/Asset/Image/early_stages_320.gif
http://www.indepthlearning.org/images/HIVstages.gif
TEKS:

Science: 

6.2 (E) Construct graphs, tables, maps, and charts to evaluate data

6.3 (C) Represent the natural world using models and identify their limitations
Health:
6.1 (C) Compare immediate and long-term effects of health care choices

6.11 (D) Compare the risks and benefits of various health behaviors







A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


