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Lesson Summary: Students will learn about descriptive writing in this activity.  They will first review the English 1 PowerPoint.  Students will realize the importance of using all of their senses to describe something by participating in an activity where each student uses only one sense to describe a place.  Then they will work as a group to combine all the one-sense descriptions into a full descriptive paragraph.


Subject: 

English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication

Grade Level: 
· Target Grade: 6
· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: One class period.
Materials: None. 
Lesson Plan: 
· Review the English 1 PowerPoint.
· Ask the students which sense they think is most important in describing a place, and why they think this is.  Then ask them if there are any senses they think are not important for describing a place, and why they think this is.
· Tell students that they will be exploring if there is truth to some senses being more valuable than others when describing a place.  
· Divide the class into groups of 4.  For each group, give every student in the group a different setting to describe, and tell them to keep it a secret from everyone else.  Some suggested settings:

· A jungle river
· A storm on the beach

· A forest waterfall

· A snow covered mountain
· The desert at night
· Now tell students that they are going to describe the setting using only their sense of hearing. Students should be so descriptive that someone reading the description could guess where it was.  Give them about five minutes to write as many sound descriptions as they can - tell them not to worry about using complete sentences for now.
· After the five minutes are up, have them pass their papers to the next person in the group.  Tell them that now, using only the sound descriptions given by the previous person, they are going to describe that place using only their senses of smell and taste.  Students will once again have five minutes to write down as much as possible about the location, based solely on the sounds previously written about that location.

· Repeat the passing of papers, having students use touch and, finally, sight.  Once they have used all their senses in describing, have them check to see if the “sight” person described the same setting as the “sound” person started out describing.
· Return to the discussion at the beginning of class, and ask them if their perception of the relative importance of the different senses has changed.  Discuss the importance of using all of the senses for good descriptive writing.
· Now have each group pick one setting that was described. Have students work together to create a descriptive paragraph about this setting, integrating the descriptions written earlier by each member of the group.  Have them use at least one of the figures of speech discussed in the PowerPoint (simile, metaphor, or personification).
Assessment: Have groups turn in their completed paragraphs.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word or phrase that literally denoting one thing or idea is used to designate another in order to suggest a likeness or analogy between them.
· Personification: A figure of speech that describes an object or animal using human qualities.
· Simile: A comparison between to unlike concepts using “like” or “as.”
TEKS:

6.15 (C) Write to inform

6.15 (G) Use literary devices effectively

6.21 (A) Collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise texts
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