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Objectives

· Learn how to communicate appropriately with elected officials
· Write a letter to an elected politician
· Learn about the Assistance for Orphan and Vulnerable Children in Developing Countries Act, November 2005
· Research the current crisis with AIDS in children
Lesson Overview

This lesson is designed to take approximately two class periods.  The teacher should first go through the Congo Cry English 2 PowerPoint with the class.  This includes 6 slides that review the effects of HIV and AIDS.  Students will then begin the activity with the worksheet and the accompanying handout.  The worksheet allows students draft a letter that will be sent to their elected officials about enforcing the recently passed law that assists orphans and vulnerable children in developing countries. 
Handouts

· Time to Take Action Worksheet
· Time to Take Action Handout
Activity

Summary:

Students will go to a number of different websites to research the crisis with AIDS in children around the world.  On November 8, 2005 congress passed a law that authorized federal assistance for orphans and children that are vulnerable to AIDS in developing countries.  As groundbreaking as this legislation is, there has been a delay in its implementation. Students will complete this lesson by writing a letter to an elected official, telling them why it is important that they fulfill the actions proposed in this law.
Materials:

· internet access
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