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	Congo Cry: Activity Plan, English 3



Lesson Summary: Students will review vocabulary from the Congo Cry story using an interactive lesson. 


Subject
English: English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· a medium sized beach ball, with the following written in permanent marker on each section:

· green - definition

· white - spell the word

· red - part of speech

· yellow - synonym

· orange - antonym

· blue - use the word in a sentence

· 1 small square of white, green, blue, red, yellow, and orange paper

· a small container for the paper squares

· a dictionary and thesaurus for each group
· Vocabulary Challenge
Lesson Plan: 
· Review the English 3 PowerPoint and go over the Vocabulary Challenge with students.
· Divide the class into six teams.  Explain to them that they are going to play a game to test their knowledge of the vocabulary words that they just reviewed.  First have the teams look up the definition, part of speech, how to spell the word, synonyms, and antonyms.  Teams may divide this task however they feel will be most effective.
· After teams have had adequate time to research the words (about fifteen minutes), explain the rules of the game to them.  The definitions, parts of speech, and some possible synonyms and antonyms for each word are given in the vocabulary/definitions section.
· Compile a list of the vocabulary words, to be seen only by the teacher.
· The teacher will start by throwing the beach ball to one of the teams.  

· The teacher will then draw one of the colored squares of paper from the container (leave that square out).  The team with the beach ball must find the corresponding color on the ball and answer whatever is written on that color for the vocabulary word the teacher has selected.
· That team will then throw the ball to another team and the process of drawing a color and completing a task will be repeated.  This will be repeated until all the colors have been drawn for that word (teams cannot throw the ball to a team that has already had it until you move on to the next word).
· This game will continue to be played until all the vocabulary words have been selected.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Brusque: (adj) Rude, abrupt.
· Some synonyms: curt, gruff, sharp, surly

· Some antonyms: considerate, courteous, polite
· Crescendo: (n) A build up in the volume of sound.
· Some synonyms: increase, rise, surge
· Some antonyms: decrescendo, decrease, quiet (as a verb) 

· Emaciated: (adj) Extremely thin, undernourished.
· Some synonyms: atrophied, gaunt, lean, scrawny, wasted, wizened
· Some antonyms: fat, heavy, overweight
· Façade: (n) Deceptive appearance.
· Some synonyms: bluff, disguise, guise, pretense 

· Some antonyms: interior, substance
· Forte: (n) Something someone likes or can do well.
· Some synonyms: ability, aptitude, competence, talent

· Some antonyms: inability, weakness
· Oblivious: (adj) Unaware.
· Some synonyms: disregardful, distracted, heedless, preoccupied, unobservant

· Some antonyms: aware, observant, conscious 
· Porters: (n) People employed to carry baggage for travelers.
· Some synonyms: bellhop, concierge
· Antonyms: there may not be any - perhaps students could gain extra points for their team by finding one 
· Primates: (n) A group of animals including monkeys, apes, and humans.
· Some synonyms: monkey, ape, gorilla, human
· Some antonyms: reptile, insect, bird
· Profusely: (adv) Excessively, freely.
· Some synonyms: abundantly, copiously, greatly, substantially
· Some antonyms: inadequately, insufficiently, meagerly
· Thoroughfare: (n) Main road or public highway.
· Some synonyms: highway, road, roadway, freeway
· Some antonyms: backstreet, alley
Lesson Extensions:

· You could extend the lesson by having students generate a list of unfamiliar words that they have come across.  Give the list to students to take home and research, and then test them by playing the game again.
References:
· http://www.sites4teachers.com/links/redirect.php?url=http://eduref.org/cgi-bin/lessons.cgi/Language_Arts/Vocabulary
TEKS:
6.6 (A) Apply knowledge to recognize words

6.6 (C) Locate words using dictionaries, glossaries and other sources

6.9 (C) Use reference aides to clarify meaning and usage

6.9 (E) Study of word meanings systematically
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