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Colonization of the Americas
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Who Has the Most Land?
How much land did European countries have in the Americas around the time of colonization?  There were three main world powers during this time, France, Spain, and Great Britain (England).  These countries claimed most of what is now North, South, and Central America, as well as the Caribbean Islands.  

Even today, the effects of these explorations are still felt.  In South and Central America, the Spaniards brought diseases that wiped out the native Aztecs, Incas, and Mayans.  In North America, many settlers and Indians feuded, even though there were some tribes that were friendly to the settlers.  Many Caribbean Islands are still under the rule of the British government that originally settled them.  The far-reaching effects of the colonizing countries can still be seen in the cultures, languages, and governments of many present-day countries.  

In this activity you will discover just how much land each country claimed in the New World.  Using the information given, color in the two maps provided in order to illustrate how much land each country held in the New World.  Use the internet, atlases, encyclopedias and other such sources to help you discover some of the harder to distinguish countries.  If you cannot identify them exactly, try to identify them as closely as possible to the actual location (some of the smaller islands are difficult to identify).

The Contenders
	FRANCE
	SPAIN
	GREAT BRITAIN

	Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, the Great Lakes region, Haiti, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Saint Lucia, Dominica, Grenada, Tobago, Saint Croix (everything after the Great Lakes region are the Caribbean islands)


	Cuba, Puerto Rico, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominican Republic, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Mexico, Florida, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, Oklahoma, Kansas, Wyoming

	Virginia, Plymouth (Massachusetts), New Hampshire, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Vancouver Island, Barbados, Nevis, Bahamas, Montserrat, Anguilla, Jamaica, British Virgin Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands, Dominica, Trinidad and Tobago, Saint Lucia, Cayman Islands, Belize
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The “Land Grab”  
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1. When colonizing the Americas, which country claimed the most land?  Why do you think they were able to claim so much land?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Who claimed the second largest amount of land?  Third largest?


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think Great Britain settled mainly along the East coast and up into Canada?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the political climate (relationship) between the three European nations who settled the New World?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

4. What effect would this relationship have on the colonizing efforts of these three nations?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. Can you think of any modern-day examples of national relationships and their effects?  Describe one or two of the examples.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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