Answer Key


Colonization of the Americas
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Activity Summary: 
During the 1600’s, the three world powers, France, Spain, and England were staking their claims to land in the recently discovered Americas.  This activity helps students to realize the extent and location of each country's colonization attempts.

 
Subject: 

· Social Studies: 
· Time Continuity and Change 
· Power Authority and Governance 
· Global Connections 
Learning Objectives: 

· Colonization of the Americas

· Each country’s land holdings

· European background of many of the countries

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8th 

· Upper Bound: 8th 
· Lower Bound: 6th
Time Required: 
·  One 50 minute class period
·  Or assigned as a take home assignment

Activity Team/Group Size:
· Individual 
· Or cooperative groups of 3 to 4 students
Materials List: 

· Maps (provided)

· Crayons (or map colors)

· World Atlas

· Other maps (to help locate land holdings)

· Internet  (not required)

Activity Introduction:

Students today may not realize how much land and power the European countries once held in the Americas.  Students learn about Europe’s presence in the Americas, but to fully understand the impact of Europe's presence one should turn to a map of that time-period.  This activity helps students grasp how much territory the three European countries (that were the major world powers of their time) once held in the Americas.     



Motivation:  
Explain to your students that in the 1600's the major world powers were European countries such as Great Britain, Spain, France, and Holland.  With the discovery of the Americas these countries rushed to expand their territory and trade (thus increasing their power) by colonizing as much of the "New World" as they could.  The peoples colonizing this new land brought their culture with them.  Many modern day countries still retain a strong influence from the colonizing country in not only their culture but their form of government as well.  
Ask students if they can think of any local towns that still show a strong influence from another country.  Then go on to point out that not only towns, but entire states can demonstrate these influences.  Discuss with students how Louisiana is different from New Mexico.  How both of these areas are different from Pennsylvania.  Have the students try to explain why these states, even though they are all part of the United States, are each distinctly different from each other.  What country do the students associate with each of those states and why? (You may need to lead students into identifying Louisiana with France, New Mexico with Spain, and Pennsylvania with the Dutch.)  
How can they explain, based upon what they now know, the different country's influence on such a large area as a state?  Have students brainstorm to think of countries that show a strong influence from one of these European “super powers.” (Ex.  United States/Great Britain; Canada/France (Quebec area); Mexico/Spain;  etc.)  What are some examples of that influence in each country?
Activity Plan: 

Using a map of North and South America, color in the land that was once held by France, Spain, and England (Great Britain).  Use a different color to represent each different country.  All of the provinces (or colonies) are listed for the students.  The students must use different means (Internet, World Atlas, Maps, etc.) to locate exactly where the provinces are located.  
Students should try to draw boundary lines as closely as possible to the correct territorial boundaries for each country in the Americas.  Due to the small size of some of the locations listed, it may not be possible to identify their exact locations on the map.  Instruct students to identify these locations as closely as possible.

The land holdings for each country are listed below:
France:  

Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Great Lakes region, Haiti, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Saint Lucia, Dominica, Grenada, Tobago, Saint Croix (everything after the Great Lakes region are Caribbean islands)

Spain:

Cuba, Puerto Rico, Antigua, Barbuda, Dominican Republic, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Mexico, Florida, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, Oklahoma, Kansas, Wyoming
Britain:
Virginia, Plymouth (Massachusetts), New Hampshire, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Vancouver Island, Barbados, Nevis, Bahamas, Montserrat, Anguilla, Jamaica, British Virgin Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands, Dominica , Trinidad and Tobago, Saint Lucia, Cayman Islands, Belize

Assessment: 

Did the students grasp the amount of land that the European countries once held in the Americas?  This can be evaluated by how much of the maps provided are colored in, much of South America, Central America, and North America should be colored in.

Background & Concepts for Teachers: (TEKS)

6th
6.3 (A) Create maps, graphs, charts, and models to depict regional aspects

6.4 (A) Locate major historical and contemporary societies on globes and maps

7th
7.2 (B) Identify events related to European exploration and colonization in Texas

8th

8.2   (A) Identify reasons for European exploration and colonization

8.24 (A) Identify why certain racial, ethnic, and religious groups settled in the US
8.24 (D) Analyze the contributions of people of various groups to national identity

8.32 (A) Use a problem-solving process to positively deal with problems
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Worksheet Answers 
1. Spain claimed much more land than any other country.  Spain, during the 1600's, was a very powerful country with a great navy.  Spain was also a very wealthy nation and could afford to fund explorers to go out and look for new lands to claim. The main interest of the Spanish in the New World was in finding gold that would further increase the wealth and power of their country.  This focus pushed the Spanish to explore more land in the Americas than any other country.


Great Britain had the second largest land claim in the Americas followed by France.

2. Question for Students:  (Is England on the California side or the East Coast side of the United States on the globe?)  The East Coast was the portion of the Americas that was closest to the British islands.  Climate may have played some part in the colonization decision, the hardships of colonization, and the fact that the early settlers had no real conception of actual size of the “New World.”

3. The three countries were competing super powers at this time and therefore did not get along very well.  This was a time of intense competition and ill-will between the competing countries.    

4. Each country tried to claim as much land and riches as possible before the other countries could, in order to shift the balance of power in their own favor.  The more powerful and wealthy a nation, the more able it was to claim land and thus increase its power and influence. The country with the most land and wealth would gain a political and military advantage over the other countries.

5. The NAFTA agreement with the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, to eliminate tariffs by 2008.  This will help these countries trade with each other.  Very similar is the European Union, this union is becoming very strong and linking most of the European countries and eliminating trade barriers amongst themselves. 

Extension Activities:

1. (English/Humanities link) Have students choose a state or country from the map list in this activity.  Individually or in a group, have the students research that location and prepare a report and presentation over that location.  Have students trace the culture and government of this location back to the colonizing country and describe and illustrate their location’s evolution from the original colonizing country.  

2. Have students choose a location from the map list, and research the difficulties faced by early colonists in those locations and report their findings to the class.

Extension Activities cont.:

3. Have the students research an early colony and create a model of what a typical colony of the period would look like, and present that model to the class.  Included in their presentation should be such things as clothing, food, duties of the various colony members, governments, and an explanation of the colonist’s daily life, hardships, faced, celebrations, etc.  (Try to have at least one colony from each of the different colonies.  Facilitate class discussions about the similarities among colonists of each country and their differences.)  Did the students find anything that surprised them?  
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