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	Candlestick Treasure: Lesson Plan, Social Studies 5



Objectives

· Identify the arguments for and against freedom of the press
· Improve presentation skills
· Learn about important events in the history of freedom of the press in United States
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods. On the first day, the Social Studies 5 PowerPoint will be presented and the students will begin the activity by either discussing and preparing for their roles in the Mock Trial, or researching and preparing their presentation on the significance of the Supreme Court decision their small group has been assigned to investigate. On the second day, the trial will be conducted and the presentations given. 

Handouts
· Attorney Rubric
· Juror Rubric
· Witness Rubric
Activity

Summary:

The class will participate as attorneys, witnesses, or jurors in a Mock Trial. While the attorneys and witnesses prepare their cases, the jurors will be divided into small groups and assigned to research an important Supreme Court case in the history of freedom of the press. After the trial is conducted, the small groups will present to the class a summary of the Supreme Court case and an explanation of it significance.  
Materials: None.
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