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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will work in groups create a new democratic country.  They will establish a Bill of Rights for that country, along with specific guidelines for making and passing amendments.  Each group of students will present their new country and bill of rights to the class.  A class discussion will follow the presentations to identify strengths and weaknesses of each country’s bill of rights. 

Subject: 

Social Studies: Power Authority and Governance, Civic Ideals and Practices

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· poster board (one per group)
· markers
· Create Your Own Country Worksheet
· Bill of Rights Handout
Lesson Plan: 
· After finishing the PowerPoint presentation, the teacher should go over the actual Bill of Rights with students.  It would be a good idea to print out the Bill of Rights Handout and circulate it around the classroom for students to review.  Discussion should be encouraged.
· The teacher should explain to students that they are going to create their own democratic country with a unique Bill of Rights.  They will also be responsible for coming up with a set of guidelines for how amendments can be proposed and ratified.  All of these ideas will be put on a poster board and presented to the class.
· The class should be divided into groups of three or four.  Each group will receive a piece of poster board and markers.  Before making their poster, students should begin the Create Your Own Country Worksheet to come up with a name, flag, and basic identity for their new country.  While completing the worksheet, students should brainstorm ideas for their country’s Bill of Rights.  Each group should try to have five to ten points for their Bill of Rights.  
· After students have come up with a list of their country’s Bill of Rights, they should brainstorm how they want the amendment process to work.  For example, in America, an amendment can be proposed by a two-thirds vote from the House of Representatives and the Senate or by a national convention called by two-thirds of the states.  Once an amendment is proposed, it must be ratified by three fourths of the states.  Students should come up with their own ideas for how they want this process to work in their country.
· Students can begin working on their poster when they are finished brainstorming and have completed the Create Your Own Country Worksheet.  Each group should include their country’s name, flag, Bill of Rights, and rules for amendments on their poster.  
· Groups will be responsible for giving a brief presentation to the class describing their country and Bill of Rights.  
· Following all of the presentations, lead a class discussion and encourage students to talk about the strengths and weakness of each country’s bill of rights.  
Assessment: The teacher should grade students on the completion of the Create Your Own Country Worksheet.  Students should also be graded on cooperation, teamwork, the poster board, the group presentation, and participation in class discussion.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Amend: a formal procedure to alter, modify, add to or subtract from a motion, bill or constitution.
· Ratify: The approval from the legislative branch of government required to validate government agreements. Amendments to the Constitution require the ratification of state legislatures. 

References:
· http://www.registerguard.com/nie/niecurriculum.html
· http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst214.txt
· http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/funddocs/billeng.htm
TEKS:

8.17 (A) Summarize the purposes for and processes of changing the Constitution

8.20 (B) Summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights

8.20 (F) Explain how citizens’ rights and responsibilities reflect a national identity

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

6.11 (B) Identify examples of limited and unlimited governments

6.11 (C) Identify reasons for limiting the power of government

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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