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Lesson Summary: After reviewing the Social Studies 4 PowerPoint, students will be divided into groups and play a board game that portrays the issues associated with late 18th century merchant rafting on the Mississippi River. 


Subject:
Social Studies: Production, Distribution, and Consumption
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:
· a game piece for each player and one die for each group

· Roaring River Rules
· Roaring River Game Board
· River Cards (front and back) 
· City Cards (front and back) 
· New Orleans Cards (front and back) 
· Commodities Cards, comprised of Money, Ammunition, Food, Supplies, and Cargo Cards

Lesson Plan: 
· Review the rules of the game given in Roaring River Rules.
· Print the Roaring River Board and all the cards. When printing the River Cards, City Cards, and New Orleans Cards, print the card front, and then print the Card back on the other side of the same paper. Then cut out the cards.
· Introduce the game to the students. Depending on the length of the class period, it may be advisable to give a summary of the basic idea of the game and the rules instead of reading all of the rules to the students. 
· Pass the various cards out to each group of students. 

· Supervise the each group playing the game. If you chose to give a summary of the rules at the beginning of the class instead of reading them out in detail, be prepared to answer specific questions about technical aspects of the game.
Background & Concepts for Teachers:
· Mississippi merchants primarily used large rafts in the late 18th century for the transportation and sale of goods farmers west of the Appalachians had produced. 
· This trade was very important to the farmers, since it was cheaper than having goods transported over the Appalachians.
TEKS:

8.5 (A) Describe domestic problems faced by the leaders of the new Republic

8.11 (C) Analyze the effects of geographical factors on events in the US

8.11 (A) Locate important places in the US during the 18th and 19th centuries

8.12 (A) Analyze how environment affected population/ settlement/ economics 

8.22 (A) Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups
8.28 (B) Analyze the impact of transportation systems on growth in the US

8.32 (A) Use a problem-solving process to positively deal with problems

8.32 (B) Use a decision-making process to make good decisions
7.23 (B) Use a decision-making process

6.5 (A) Explain factors that influence economic development and foreign policies
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