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	Candlestick Treasure: Activity Plan, English 5



Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will explore the importance of setting in writing by considering the aspect of setting in art.  Students will choose two contrasting photographs or paintings that exhibit opposing settings and answer thought provoking questions on what each setting reveals about the painting or photograph.  Then students will write a brief story that incorporates the setting from one of their selected pieces of art.


Subject: 
English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: 2 class periods.

Materials:

· magazines, photographs, postcards, prints of paintings, or any other works of art that display a specific setting
· Exploring Setting Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Begin this lesson by asking students what setting is.  From the English 5 PowerPoint students should already be aware that the setting of a story is the time, place, and circumstances in which the story takes place.  
· Emphasize to the students that the setting of a story answers three questions:  
· When is the story taking place? 
· Where is the story taking place?
· What is the environment?
· Next ask the students where else, besides in writing, is setting important.  As noted in the English 5 PowerPoint, setting is important in music in order to set the mood of a song.  Think about why movies have background music.  This is because music is an effective way of illustrating the setting.  
· Ask the students how they think setting affects art.  Art is a way to express a setting without words.  Through the artist’s perspective, we see the setting of a particular scene.  The artist’s portrayal of the setting clues the viewer into the artist’s feelings or mood toward the setting.
· Instruct the students that they will be analyzing works of art/photography in order to determine the setting.  Students will develop a story to accompany this setting.
· Place a collection of postcards, magazines, or any prints of paintings on a table at the front of the classroom.
· At this time, allow students to choose two scenes from magazines, photographs, famous works of art, or postcards they can find that represent some sort of setting.  Students may also search the internet for photos or works of art they may want to use (some safe and useful websites are listed below in the References section).  Be sure the students print off the art they wish to use, as they will need to attach the art they choose to the Exploring Setting Worksheet.
· Have the students label the pieces they choose with their name and a letter (A or B), to distinguish between the two pieces of art on their worksheet.
· Distribute the Exploring Setting Worksheet to each student.  Students are to answer the questions on the worksheet for each piece of art (A and B).  
· Remind the students that when considering questions about the setting, the answer may not be obvious or straight forward. They will have to use their imagination to determine an appropriate description of the setting.
· The worksheet then prompts the students to write a short story that incorporates the setting of one of the works of art they chose.  Students will begin their pre-writing in class and complete their short story for homework.  
· Offer suggestions of different methods of pre-writing such as brainstorming, mapping, free-writing, or outlining. 
· After finishing their stories for homework, students are to answer the remaining questions on the Exploring Setting Worksheet.
Assessment: Students are to complete the Exploring Setting Worksheet and write a short story that incorporates the setting of one of the works of art they chose.  The short stories should be graded on content, originality, organization, and how well the story portrayed the setting from the piece of art the student chose.  

References:
· http://www.openphoto.net/
· http://www.morguefile.com/
· http://www.nga.gov/collection/index.shtm
TEKS:

8.11 (B) Interpret text ideas through varied means

8.12 (J) Recognize and interpret literary devices

8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

8.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts
8.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies

8.22 (B) Interpret important events and ideas gathered from visual media
8.23 (A) Interpret and evaluate the ways visual image makers represent meaning

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


