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Objectives

· Learn about the Bill of Rights.
· Understand how the amendment process works in America.
· Create a new democratic country with a unique Bill of Rights.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods.  The teacher should first go through the Social Studies 2 PowerPoint with the class.  This includes slides that review the process of amendment and the Bill of Rights in America.  Students will then begin the activity with the Create Your Own Country Worksheet.  In groups, students will create their own new democratic nation.  They will establish a Bill of Rights and rules for proposing and ratifying amendments.  Finally, they will present these ideas on a poster to the class.
Handouts

· Create Your Own Country Worksheet
· Bill of Rights Handout
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will work in groups to create a new democratic country.  They will establish a Bill of Rights for that country, along with specific guidelines for making and passing amendments.  Students will present their ideas to the class on a poster.  A class discussion will follow the presentations to identify strengths and weaknesses of each country’s bill of rights. 

Materials:
· poster board (one per group)

· markers
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