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The Federal Hazardous Substances Act (FHSA) requires that certain hazardous household products display cautionary labeling to alert people of the potential hazards that those products present and to inform them of the measures they need to protect themselves from those hazards. 
A hazardous substance is any product that is toxic, corrosive, flammable or combustible, an irritant, a strong sensitizer, or that generates pressure through decomposition, heat, or other means.  Most hazardous substances require labeling.  Also, if the product may cause personal injury or illness during or as a direct result of any reasonable handling or use, including foreseeable ingestion by children, the product must contain a label that warns against these risks. 

	Symbol
	Hazard
	Example
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	Corrosive
	Drain cleaners, oven cleaners
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	Irritant
	Chlorine bleach, pool chemicals
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	Flammable
	Hair spray, rubber cement, 
paint thinners
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	Toxic
	Fertilizers, insecticides, antifreeze

	
	Strong Sensitizer
	Paints, glues, oils, resins, perfumes, dyes


The labels of household products contain “signal words” that indicate the level of danger posed when handling these products.  The table below shows these signal words and what they mean.

	Signal Words
	What They Mean
	Threat

	Poison
	Highly toxic
	Most Dangerous


Most Safe

	Danger 
	Extremely flammable, corrosive or highly toxic
	

	Warning
	Moderate hazard
	

	Caution
	Mild/Moderate hazard
	

	No Signal Word
	The product is not hazardous
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