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Summary of the Bill of Rights


I. Guarantees freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition for redress of grievances. Prohibits the government from establishing a national religion.


II. Guarantees the right to bear arms and keep an established militia.


III. Prohibits an owner from being forced to house soldiers on his property.





IV. Requires law enforcement to receive warrants before searching or seizing private property; judges are generally responsible for issuing warrants based on probable cause.





V. Those charged with a crime have the right to an indictment by a grand jury and indictment, trying, sentencing and punishing according to due process. They can not be forced to testify against themselves nor tried twice for the same crime. Private property may not be taken by the Government without compensation.  





VI. Provides more rights for the accused such as the rights to be told the nature of the charges against him, to have a lawyer and witnesses in his favor, a quick and public trial by jury. 





VII. Gives those involved in civil trials the right to a jury of peers.





VIII. Prohibits excessive bail, fines and cruel and unusual punishment.





IX. This list of rights is not meant to contain every right and those not listed here should not be denied to the people.





X. All the rights not directly given to the federal government belong to the states and the people.
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