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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will demonstrate their ability to infer the meaning of words through using context clues.  Students will read a short passage, identify words they do not know the meanings of, and use context clues within the passage to determine the meaning of the word. 



Subject: 

English: Analyzing Texts, Syntactical Knowledge and Uses
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 7
Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· Say What Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Have students complete the Say What Worksheet by using context clues to match the bolded words with their definitions.  Dictionaries may not be used, since students should be using deductive reasoning to complete the worksheet.
· Once students have turned in their worksheets, discuss the following topics.

· Were any of the words familiar?

· Did the sentences make sense even though you may not have known the bolded words?

· How did using context clues help you understand the meaning of the unfamiliar words?
References:
· http://www.geocities.com/martinez_ke/writing/words.html#A

TEKS:

8.6 (A) Apply knowledge to recognize words

8.9 (D) Determine meanings of words through knowledge of roots and affixes

8.9 (E) Study of word meanings systematically

8.10 (C) Monitor comprehension and modify when understanding breaks down

8.10 (H) Draw inferences and support them with the text
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