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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will learn about personification and practice using it in their own writing.  The whole class will participate in a brainstorming session to generate lists of nouns and verbs that they think would work well in personification.  Using selected pairs of words, students will write a story in which personification plays a major role.  They will then exchange papers with a classmate and participate in a peer review.  Finally, they will revise their own stories and turn in the final drafts.


Subject: 
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials: 
· Word List Worksheet
· Brainstorming Chart Worksheet
· Peer Review Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 

Day 1
· Review the English 1 PowerPoint, and complete the exercise in which students find examples of personification in the story and draw pictures of the images that come to mind.
· Ask students to come up with examples of personification that are used in common expressions.  Make sure they come up with personifications of both inanimate objects (“thunder crashes,” “wind whispers”) and abstract qualities (“jealously rears its ugly head,” “hope floats”).  Discuss how the personification helps one better understand a thing or idea.
· Have the class generate a list of nouns that they think would lend themselves well to being personified.  Record their ideas on the board; try to get around 25.  Do the same thing with verbs that could personify.  Discourage students from looking for verbs to go with a particular noun; they are just generating a word list right now.
· Pass out the Word List Worksheet and have the students choose 10 nouns and 10 verbs.  Have them think about which verbs could be used with which nouns and connect them on the worksheet.  Give them just a minute or two to think about this.
· Now have the students choose their 4 favorite word combinations (no noun or verb should be used twice in these combinations).  Some students may find it helpful to cut apart their lists and rearrange the words into different combinations.

· Pass out the Brainstorming Chart Worksheet and have them record their word combinations and come up with ways to develop their personifications.  The point of this worksheet is to make them think about how to detail their personifications beyond a simple sentence such as “the window watches.”  Why does the window watch?  To see what is happening in the street?  Or maybe to see what is going on inside the house?  How does it watch?  Observantly?  Quietly?  Anxiously?  Where is it watching?  In a quiet neighborhood?  Or a skyscraper in the middle of the city?  They should be able to use all of these together in their personification of the object:  “the front window in my house on Pecan Street anxiously watches us play baseball in the front yard, hoping that a ball won’t get hit through it.”
· For homework, students will be writing a story using the personifications they came up with.  The only rules are that all 4 personifications must be used and that each must be important to the plot of the story.  Other than that, students may use their imaginations with creating the plot and developing characters.  The stories should be one to two pages long.
Day 2
· After the stories are finished, divide the students into pairs and have them exchange stories with their partner.  Pass out the Peer Review Worksheet for them to complete.  Ask for examples of constructive and non-constructive criticism.  Emphasize that they should use only constructive criticism in reviewing their partners’ stories.
· When they are done reviewing, have them give the story and review sheet back to their partner.  They should then revise their stories using their partners’ suggestions and create a final draft to turn in the following day.  They could also try to spot their partner’s original personifications and highlight them.
Assessment: Have them turn in the final drafts of their stories.  If you wanted to evaluate the writing process, they could also turn in their rough drafts, peer reviews, and brainstorming worksheets.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Personification:  A figure of speech in which inanimate objects or abstractions are endowed with human qualities or are represented as possessing human form. 

References:
· http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=860
TEKS:

8.10 (D) Describe mental images and text evokes
8.12 (J) Recognize and interpret literary devices

8.15 (D) Write to entertain

8.15 (G) Use literary devices effectively

8.17 (D) Use adjectives and adverbs appropriately

8.17 (F) Employ standard English usage in writing

8.17 (G) Use verb tenses appropriately and consistently

8.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies

8.18 (H) Proofread individual writing and that of others

8.19 (A) Apply criteria to evaluate writing

8.19 (B) Respond constructively to others’ writings

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University  http://peer.tamu.edu
E-1

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University  http://peer.tamu.edu
E-2


