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Reduction and recycling of HHW
conserves resources and energy
that would be expended in the
production of more products.
Reuse of hazardous household
products can save money and
reduce the need for generating
hazardous substances.

Proper disposal prevents pollution
that could endanger human health
and the environment.




Household Hazardous Waste 
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Overview 
Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients are considered to be "household hazardous waste" or "HHW." Products, such as paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and pesticides, that contain potentially hazardous ingredients require special care when you dispose of them.  Improper disposal of household hazardous wastes can include pouring them down the drain, on the ground, into storm sewers, or in some cases putting them out with the trash. The dangers of such disposal methods might not be immediately obvious, but improper disposal of these wastes can pollute the environment and pose a threat to human health. Many communities in the United States offer a variety of options for conveniently and safely managing HHW. 

HHW Reduction, Reuse, Recycling, and Disposal Options
The options of reduction, reuse, recycling, and disposal-listed in order of EPA's preferred waste management hierarchy-are all important tools to safely manage HHW. The following information can help you determine the best ways to reduce, reuse, or dispose of common household products that may contain hazardous ingredients. Each community is different, so check with your local environmental, health, or solid waste agency for more information on HHW management options in your area. 

Reduction at Home 
Consider reducing your purchase of products that contain hazardous ingredients. Learn about the use of alternative methods or products-without hazardous ingredients-for some common household needs. 

Collection Options-Municipalities and Local Governments Facilitating Reuse, Recycling, and Proper Disposal Permanent collection or exchange. See if your community has a facility that collects HHW year-round. Some of these facilities have exchange areas for unused or leftover paints, solvents, pesticides, cleaning and automotive products, and other materials. By taking advantage of these facilities, materials can be used by someone else, rather than being thrown away.  

Special collection days. If your community doesn't have a year-round collection system for HHW, see if there are any designated days in your area for collecting solid waste at a central location to ensure safe management and disposal.  

Local business collection sites. If your community has neither a permanent collection site nor a special collection day, you might be able to drop off certain products at local businesses for recycling or proper disposal. Some local garages, for example, may accept used motor oil for recycling. 

Disposal Options  
Certain types of HHW have the potential to cause physical injury to sanitation workers, contaminate septic tanks or wastewater treatment systems if poured down drains or toilets, and present hazards to children and pets if left around the house. Federal law allows disposal of HHW in the trash. However, many communities have collection programs for HHW to reduce the potential harm posed by these chemicals. EPA encourages participation in these HHW collection programs rather than discarding the HHW in the trash. Call your local environmental, health, or solid waste agency for the time and location of your HHW collection program. Also, read product labels for disposal directions to reduce the risk of products exploding, igniting, leaking, mixing with other chemicals, or posing other hazards on the way to a disposal facility. Even empty containers of HHW can pose hazards because of the residual chemicals that might remain. 

HW Facts and Figures 
· Americans generate 1.6 million tons of HHW per year. 

· The average home can accumulate as much as 100 pounds of HHW in the basement and garage and in storage closets. 

During the 1980s, many communities started special collection days or permanent collection sites for handling HHW. In 1997, there were more than 3,000 HHW permanent programs and collection events throughout the United States.
Opportunities
To avoid the potential risks associated with household hazardous wastes, it is important that people always monitor the use, storage, and disposal of products with potentially hazardous substances in their homes. Below are some tips for individuals to follow in their own homes:  

· Use and store products containing hazardous substances carefully to prevent any accidents at home. Never store hazardous products in food containers; keep them in their original containers and never remove labels. Corroding containers, however, require special handling. Call your local hazardous materials official or fire department for instructions.  

· When leftovers remain, never mix HHW with other products. Incompatible products might react, ignite, or explode, and contaminated HHW might become unrecyclable.  

· Remember to follow any instructions for use and disposal provided on product labels. 

· Call your local environmental, health, or solid waste agency for instructions on proper use and disposal and to learn about local HHW drop off programs and upcoming collection days.  
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‘Oven cleaners

Drain cleaners

Wood and metal
cleaners and polishes

Toilet cleaners

Tub, tl, shower cleaners

Bleach (laundry)

Pool chemicals

Automotive Products

Motor oil
Fuel additives
Carburetor and fuel

injection cleaners
Air condtioning refrigerants.
Starter fluids
Automotive batteries.
Transmission and brake fluid
Antifreeze

Lawn and Garden Products

Herbicides
Insecticides
Fungcidesiwood preservatives

Indoor Pesticides.

Ant sprays and baits
Cockroach sprays and baits
Flea repellents and shampoos
Bug sprays.

Housepiant insecticides

Moth repelents.

Mouse and rat poisons
and baits.

Workshop/Painting Supplies

Adhesives and glues
Fumniture strippers

Oil or enamel based paint
Stains and finishes

Paint thinners and turpentine
Paint strippers and removers
Photographic chemicals.
Fixatives and other solvents

Miscellaneous

Batteries

Mercury thermostats or
thermometers

Fluorescent light bulbs
Driveway sealer



Common Household Products with Potentially Hazardous Ingredients

source: http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/muncpl/hhw.htm 

