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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will work in teams to create their own newspaper.  Each group must include topics about the spread of newspapers, the postal system, or important individuals to the printing industry during the 1700s and 1800s in America.


Subject: 
Social Studies: Individuals Groups and Institutions, Production Distribution and Consumption
English: Student Research
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods

Materials:

· Extra! Extra! Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After going over the Social Studies 6 PowerPoint, the teacher should emphasize to students the importance of newspapers and the postal service to the history of America.  

· The teacher should break students up into groups of three to begin the activity.  Each group of students will be responsible for creating their own one-page newspaper.  In their paper, groups must focus on topics about the spread of newspapers, the postal system, and important individuals to the printing industry as if they were living in the 1700s. Students should be allowed one day to conduct research (either in the library or using computers).  

· Each student should be given a copy of the Extra!Extra! Worksheet. They will complete the worksheet as they research for their article. 
· Each student in a group will have a specific responsibility.  The teacher can allow students to select their own positions, or they can be assigned.  One student will be the editor and ad designer, one student will be the news writer, and one student will be the opinion writer.  

· Editor/ad designer: This student must create an original advertisement for the newspaper about something related to the postal service or printing industry.  For example, students might want to advertise a new mail route or a new printing press.  Creativity is encouraged.  This student is also responsible for putting the newspaper together and making any edits.
· News writer: This student will have the task of writing a short article (about 150 to 200 words) that is a factual account of some part of the newspaper and postal service industry.  For example, articles could be about printing during the America Revolution, the very first newspaper to be published in America, or about an individual such as Benjamin Franklin. Remember, the article should be written as though it were the 1700s.  
· Opinion writer: This student must write an opinion article (based on historical evidence) from the point of view of one individual living during the 1700s. The opinion article should be short (150 to 200 words) and should be about some aspect of the newspaper or postal service industry.  Remember, an opinion article is supposed to take a stance on a certain topic.  
· The students should come up with a name for the newspaper as a group.  Editors are responsible for the general layout of the newspaper.  They can assemble the newspaper on a computer and print it out in one piece, or they can cut and paste the articles on a separate piece of paper.  Each writer is responsible for a title for their article.  

Assessment: Students should work as a group to complete the newspaper, but they are each responsible for specific parts.  The teacher can give some points for overall group work, and then grade each student on their individual performances, articles and worksheet.
Lesson Extensions:
· For more advanced students, the teacher can have students create a multi-paged newspaper covering a variety of topics about the American Revolution.  

References:
· http://library.thinkquest.org/18764/print/history.html
· http://www.usps.com/history/his1_5.htm
· http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/back0304.htm
TEKS:

8.16 (A) Identify influential ideas from historic documents on US government

8.22 (A) Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups

8.22 (B) Describe the importance of free speech and press in a democracy

8.30 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event

8.30 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
7.17 (B) Describe the importance of free speech and press in a democracy

7.21 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event

7.21 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event
7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

6.21 (D) Identify different points of view about an issue or topic

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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