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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will demonstrate their ability to differentiate between the opposing systems of government.  Students will be making brochures for the founding fathers which explain the Federal, Confederal, and Unitary systems of government and the advantages and disadvantages of each.

Subject: 

Social Studies:  Power Authority and Governance
Grade Level: 
· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.
Materials:
· Who’s got the Power? Brochure
· Who’s got the Power? Worksheet
· Who’s got the Power? Handout
· Who’s got the Power? Rubric
Lesson Plan: 
· Explain to the students that when the founding fathers were deciding on how to govern the country, they had a difficult task. They needed to combine 13 different colonies, each with their own government, into one country. 
· When it came time to decide how to combine the colonies, the founding fathers had 3 main choices. Give each student a copy of the Who’s got the power? Handout and explain to the students the 3 systems; Unitary, Federal, and Confederal. Review each of the examples.

· Explain to the students that it was a difficult decision for the founding fathers, so it would be helpful to look at why they made the decision they did. On a chalk board, make three columns and label each with one of the three system names. Have students think of reasons why each of the three systems would or would not appeal to the founding fathers, write them on the board, and label each reason with a + or – depending on their view. 
· Ex:
Unitary system


-  :  colonies would lose the power they had just fought a war to earn


+ :  similar to British which they were familiar with

· Review what happened in 1787. Explain to students that after much thought, the founders initially agreed upon a Confederacy, only to realize later that they needed the national government to have more power to be effective. They called a convention in 1787 in which they decided to write a constitution for their new Federal government. 

· Tell students that they will be designing a brochure for the founding fathers that outlines these three systems of government. 

· The teacher should decide whether they will be making their brochures on the computer or with pen and paper by hand. If they will be using the computer, they should open the Who’s got the Power? Brochure. They should then design their brochure accordingly. The words on the brochure template are there to help students understand where the columns will appear after the brochure has been printed and folded. After they are finished, they should print their brochure and fill out the information on the back. If they will be creating their brochure by hand, hand each student a copy of the Who’s got the Power? Worksheet. They should fold the paper in thirds so their name will be on the back.
· In the brochure, each system should have its own column in which the distribution of power and the advantage and disadvantages of that system are described. The brochure should also have a graphic or chart to illustrate the relationships between the national and state governments in each system. This can be one chart that shows all three systems or three separate charts. 
· Encourage students to be creative. Remind them that this is a brochure; they want it to catch the eyes of the founding fathers. It is also important that the brochure is well organized and easy to read. 

· Explain to students that they will be judged on how well they describe and illustrate each system, how well they show the advantages and disadvantages of each system, and their organization and neatness.  

Assessment: Grade Worksheet/brochure using Who’s got the power? Rubric. 
TEKS:

8.4 (D) Analyze the issues of the Philadelphia Convention of 1787

8.18 (A) Analyze the arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

6.11 (B) Identify examples of limited and unlimited governments

6.11 (C) Identify reasons for limiting the power of government

6.12 (A) Identify alternative ways of organizing governments 

6.12 (B) Identify examples of governments

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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