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Amendment Cards:
	Description: Includes the establishment clause, which ensures that government does not establish a national religion. 

                                              (Amendment I)
	Description: Gives the states and the people all rights that are not directly given to the federal government in the Constitution. 

                                                 (Amendment X)

	Description: Allows people to ask the government to right any wrong they think it has committed against them.

                                              (Amendment I)
	Description: Protects the people’s rights that are not explicitly included in the Constitution.

                                                (Amendment IX)

	Description: Because a militia is necessary, this amendment gives people the right to keep and bear arms.   

                                              (Amendment II)
	Description: Includes a clause that deals with  “eminent domain.”                                

                                              (Amendment V)


	Description: Amendment that prevents establishment of laws similar to the British Quartering Act. 

                                             (Amendment III)
	

	Description: Prevents unreasonable searches and seizures.

                                             (Amendment IV)
	Description: Origin of the phrase “I plead the _____”, which prevents those on trial from being forced to testify against themselves. 

                                      (fifth, Amendment V)

	Description: Provides rules for the criminal justice system to ensure due process for accused. 
                                             (Amendment V)
	

	Description: Prohibits punishments that do not fit the crime or are excessive.  

                                           (Amendment VIII)
	Description: Prohibits “double jeopardy”                                                               

                                              (Amendment V)

	Description: Includes a clause that deals with  “eminent domain.”                                

                                              (Amendment V)
	Description:  Regulates civil trials. 

                                           (Amendment VII)

	Description: Ensures that those accused of crimes will receive a fair trial.

                                             (Amendment VI)
	Description: Ensures that those accused of crimes will receive a fair trial.

                                             (Amendment VI)

	Situation: Students at George Washington Junior High hate their new history teacher. They stage a demonstration outside the school where they protest the amount of homework he gives and each student makes a speech expressing his/her feelings of hatred for their teacher.                                   

                                               (Amendment I)
	Situation: The governor of Texas, Rollin Mays, started a new religion, Rollinism. He has decided to pass a law that requires all students across the state to attend a Rollinism church meeting once a week. If students neglect to attend this meeting, they will be suspended from school and will not graduate high school. 
                                                      (Amendment I)

	Situation: Students at Jefferson Junior high uncover a secret plot between the principle at their school and the mayor. The mayor is bribing the principle to pass certain students whose parents are promising to vote for the mayor…IF their kids pass Jr. High. The students report their findings to the local newspaper who prints a shocking article detailing the evidence of the plot. As a result, the principle is fired and the mayor is removed from office. 
                                               (Amendment I)
	Situation: Congress that says guns will no longer be available for sale in America, all firearms must be destroyed, and all gun production in the U.S must stop. Any citizen that currently owns a gun must turn it over to the government for destruction.        (Amendment II)


	
	Situation: The demand for books has gotten so great that students at Jefferson Middle School can’t get enough books to read at their local library. Rioting and fighting over books has become such a huge problem that the U.S. armed forces decided to send out the National Guard to keep peace. The soldiers in the National Guard need places to stay.                   (Amendment III)

	Situation: Police suspect students at John Adams Junior High of possessing illegal drugs and firearms. Police have been watching and have targeted a few nameless students. They visit the home of the students one night, charge in and take their backpacks to search. 

                                             (Amendment IV)
	Situation: If I am accused of cheating on my latest history test and I’m taken to court, do I have to answer all the questions the judge or lawyers ask me, even if I think the answer I give might hurt my case. 

                                                   (Amendment V)

	Situation: My neighbor was accused of tax evasion and fraud. He was found innocent but afterwards, the police found more evidence against him.          (Amendment V)
	Situation: I was accused of stealing a very expensive social studies book from my classroom and put in jail. After waiting for 10 years, I’m finally getting a trial, but it is behind closed doors, with a jury of retired history teachers. The trial is in New York even though the school was in Texas. 

                                                   (Amendment VI)

	Situation: My neighbor is suing me for crashing my bike into her and breaking her leg. She says I did it intentionally so that I would have less competition at cheerleader tryouts. My lawyer told me that this judge hates cheerleaders but that I can’t have a trial by jury because this isn’t a criminal case. 
                                            (Amendment VII)
	Situation: I was found guilty of stealing a French fry from my neighbor’s plate at lunch and was sentenced to death. (Amendment VIII)

	Situation: My friends and I want to set up a lemonade stand to earn money to buy tickets to the local water park. The constitution doesn’t mention the right to sell lemonade anywhere.  (Amendment IX)
	Situation: Congress wants to make a law describing the requirements for becoming a teacher, but until now the States have been responsible for licensing teachers. 

                                              (Amendment X)

	Situation: John had worked at a music store for 12 years until one day he was fired for coming in late. They would listen to his excuse, so he left, taking a CD with him. Later, his boss found out one was missing and called the police. The police got a warrant, searched Johns house and found the CD. John said he wanted a trial because he was innocent, but the police said he didn’t get a trial because they found the CD with him, so he was obviously guilty. (Amendment VI)
	Situation: Maggie was leaving Mal-Mart one day when she was arrested. When she asked what she had done  wrong, all the police would say was “You know what you did, you guilty little girl” (Amendment VI)


	Situation: I just turned 16 and went to take my Texas drivers license test. I passed, but they wouldn’t give me license because Congress just passed a law saying you had to be 18 years old to have a drivers license in the United States. I don’t remember the constitution mentioning Drivers licenses. (Amendment X)
	Real-Life Situation: On Dec. 18, 1791, a 12-year old Philadelphia apprentice, Dillon, was arrested for burning down several stables. He was told by his minister, his boss, and others to confess for the good of his “mortal body and soul” but he insisted he was innocent. He was taken to a dungeon and told he would be confined in this dark and cold dungeon. But if he confessed, he would be well accommodated with a room, fire, and food and may expect to receive pity and favor from the court. Dillon continued to say he was innocent, but after he was kept in the dungeon for 2 days without heat, food, or water, he confessed. Dillon’s attorney said this confession was illegal. Why? (Amendment V)


	Real-Life Situation: Katz had been convicted of illegal gambling based on evidence gathered using a wiretap placed in a public phone booth. Conversations between Katz and his gambling associates were overheard and recorded by the FBI. In a 1967 Supreme Court case, Katz v. United States,  the supreme court found Katz not guilty because the Governments’ activity violated the privacy upon which he justifiably relied while using the telephone booth…”  Do you agree with the Courts decision? What amendment were they basing their decision on?

                                         (Amendment IV)
	Real-Life Situation:      In February of 2000, Senator Reed introduced the Handgun Safety and Registration Act. This controversial act was meant to reduce illegal gun trafficking by requiring handgun owners to register their guns and provide information about themselves, which is giving this data to local, state and federal law enforcement. The proposal came under a lot of criticism from people who feel the restricting and regulating the buying and selling of guns in unconstitutional. What do you think? 
                                               (Amendment VIII)

	Real-Life Situation: In June 2002, the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruled that the phrase “under God” in the pledge of allegiance was unconstitutional. In 2004, the U.S. Supreme Court, reversed the Ninth Circuit's decision. Who do you think is right? Why?
                                              (Amendment I)
	Real-Life Situation:  There are some people in this country who are against the death penalty because they say it is unconstitutional. What do you think?  

                                          (Amendment VIII)


Blank  Situation Cards

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


