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Lesson Summary: This activity allows students to become familiar with different kinds of descriptions.  Students will be divided up into groups and given specific facts about an event.  From those facts they will write a newspaper article covering the event and a story describing the event.  When they are done, each group will stand in front of the class and read their story while other students determine which is the newspaper article and which is the story.  Students must find facts to support their decision.


Subject: 
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· DC English 2 Worksheet 
Lesson Plan: 
· Review the differences between fiction and newspaper articles in English 2 PowerPoint.
· Divide the class into six groups and assign each a number.  
· Give each group a copy of DC English 2 Worksheet. 

· Allow the students time to brainstorm ideas for their own group story. 
· Once they have brainstormed, they are to write one newspaper article and one fictional story with their facts.

· You can set the limit on how long their stories need to be based on how much time you have and how fast your students write, but typically about one handwritten page is sufficient for the story and half a page for the newspaper article.

· Teachers should walk around to check on students and ensure that all students are participating in the writing of the stories.

· Once the students have finished their stories, they should pick one to read to the class and a group member to read it aloud.  The class should decide whether or not the piece being read to them is the newspaper article or fictional story.  The class should be able to support their answers. 
Assessment:  Review the students 2 stories for a clear contrast between fact and fiction, looking for the criteria given in English 2 PowerPoint.  Ask the students what they did to make the stories different.  Which was more difficult to write?  Which was more fun?  Ask the students if they think newspaper articles are always completely factual, or if they sometimes also contain opinions?  Discuss the difference between fact and opinion/personal bias.  Do they think any personal bias came through in their newspaper article?  
Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· Hyperbole is exaggeration or overstatement.
· Imagery is language that evokes one or all of the five senses: seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, touching.
· Mood is the emotional attitude the author takes towards his or her subject.
Lesson Extensions:
· This activity can be shortened by not having the groups present to the class, by allowing students to only write the article or the story, or by shortening the require length of the story and article.  

· This activity could be lengthened by having the students present both their stories and articles or by increasing the required length of the story and article.  

· Teachers could make the group work homework, forcing the students to meet and work together outside of class.  Then have each group read their story aloud in class the next day.

References:
· http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/index.html 
TEKS:
7.8 (B) Select various sources to read

7.8 (C) Read for varied purposes

7.10 (D) Describe mental images and text evokes 

7.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources
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