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Take a look at these interesting facts about nuclear power!

· No major nuclear accident has occurred since Chernobyl.


· Over 63,000 square miles of land (an area larger than Florida) in Russia and Ukraine were contaminated by the radiation and still cannot be used for agriculture.


· Chernobyl’s power plant is currently encased in a concrete "sarcophagus” to prevent remaining radiation from leaking out, but the concrete is beginning to crack.  The costs of monitoring the site and repairing the concrete shell may eventually surpass the cost of all of the power ever produced there. 
· Natural levels of radiation cause changes that are easily repaired by the body, but increased amounts cause chemical changes that can lead to cancer and possible birth defects in future generations.

· The United States has the greatest nuclear capacity of any nation in the world.  There are currently 104 operating nuclear reactors within the country.

· The only major nuclear accident in United States history occurred in 1979 when a core meltdown was observed at Three Mile Island.  No injuries or deaths were reported.

· Nuclear power plants do not emit carbon dioxide or particulates into the air, making them more environmentally friendly than fossil fuels.
· The supply of uranium has the potential to long outlast the limited supply of fossil fuels. 
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