	Dangerous Cargo

	Lesson Plan, Science 1
	Radiation: It’s Everywhere!


	Texas 1867: Lesson Plan, Math 1



Objectives

· Utilize the scientific method
· Describe radioactivity
· Identify what sub-atomic particles are
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about 1 class period.  Begin the lesson with the provided Power Point to introduce the students to the concept of radioactivity.  Next, execute the Activity provided along with the Data so that the students can apply what they just learned from the Power Point to real life.  Lastly, hand out the Worksheet provided so that you can test the students on their knowledge of radioactivity and sub-atomic particles. 
Handouts

· Radiation, it’s Everywhere! Worksheet
· 

HYPERLINK "Appendices/DC%20Science%201%20Handout.doc"

Radiation, it’s Everywhere! Activity Plan Supplement





Activity

Summary:

This activity is meant to educate students that radiation is all around us and that only high levels of radiation are harmful.  Also, the students should begin to understand the concepts of half life, background radiation, and atomic units. The students will be using a Geiger counter to measure the radiation emitted from various radioactive household items, recording their observations in a chart, and answering a few questions.

Materials:

· Geiger counter (~$150)

· glass crystal 

· lantern mantle 

· pottery glaze 

· smoke detector 

· watch 
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