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Objectives

· Explain what radioactive waste is and understand why it is harmful.

· Describe what nuclear power plants do and how they produce nuclear waste.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take one class period.  Start by going through the DC Science 2 PowerPoint on radioactive waste and nuclear power.  Begin the Activity by reading through Handout 1 as a class.  This will lead in to a discussion of the pictures of Chernobyl on the Website.  Finish by going over Handout 2 and having the students complete the Worksheet
Handouts

· “Background Information: Chernobyl”  (Handout 1)
· “Nuclear Power: Interesting Facts” (Handout 2)
· “Beyond Chernobyl” Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

This activity is meant to introduce students to both the benefits and dangers of nuclear power using a discussion of the Chernobyl incident.  Students will get an overview of what occurred in Chernobyl, see pictures of the effects of the radiation, and then read through a fact sheet that addresses additional issues concerning nuclear power.  The worksheet will be over both the PowerPoint and the discussion and will require the students to come to some of their own conclusions.

Materials: None.
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