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Objectives

· Explain the relationship between energy and economics.

· Understand some of the basic principles of economics, such as goods, services, value, price, and inflation.
· Differentiate between capital costs and running costs, and describe their importance in nuclear power.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take one class period.  As the Activity Plan outlines, begin the class period by showing students the DC Social Studies 1 PowerPoint.  This will lead into The Power Game.  The materials for the game are available online and must be printed out.  These include: Resource Cards, Current Event Cards, Recording Sheet, Money ($10 Million), and Money ($100 Million).  To play the game, follow the instructions in Handout 1 and use the additional information in Handout 2.  In this game, students will be split into different “companies” and asked to meet set energy goals by purchasing energy from different sources, with various rewards and penalties for meeting or not meeting their objectives.  After the game, students will complete the Energy and Economy Worksheet.
Handouts

· DC Social Studies 1 PowerPoint
· Handout 1
· Handout 2
· Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

Many people don’t realize how many forms of power generation are available in today’s world.  In this activity, students will play a game in which they are in charge of their own Texas-based power company and must determine what types of power to purchase when faced with several real-world challenges.  The game will reinforce the concept of energy use as a matter of both social concern and economics and require students to utilize problem solving skills in creating an energy plan that takes both into account.

Materials:

· Classroom chalkboard or dry erase board
· Cardstock (if desired for game cards)
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