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In the 1970’s, a nuclear power plant called the Chernobyl Power Complex was built north of Kiev, Ukraine.  
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On the fateful morning of April 26, 1986, one of the four reactors at Chernobyl was in the middle of a scheduled shutdown for routine maintenance.  However, as the power output from the reactor1 was still decreasing, large amounts of steam began building up within the core of the reactor.  Eventually the steam itself generated so much power that the reactor exploded, releasing an incredible amount of harmful radioactive material into the air.
Like something out of a nightmare, the cities surrounding the Chernobyl plant became abandoned ghost towns as residents fled the cancer-causing radiation.  The cloud of harmful particles traveled as far as Belarus, contaminating thousands of square miles, displacing residents from their homes and jobs, destroying the growing potential of the soil, and imposing huge costs on the Soviet government.  These affects on both the people and the environment are still felt today. 
1Reactors: the devices used to maintain and control nuclear reactions for the production of energy.
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