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	Dangerous Cargo: Power Game Instructions



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
A. Relative annual costs of resources per 100 megawatts (in millions) 

	Conservation 
	$10

	Hydro 
	$10

	Cogeneration 
	$30

	Combustion Turbine 
	$30

	Coal 
	$40

	Wind 
	$50

	Nuclear 
	$56

	Geothermal 
	$60

	Solar 
	$100



B.  Regional Plan Example 

	Conservation 
	1,500 MW

	Cogeneration 
	300 MW

	Combustion Turbine 
	700 MW

	Wind, Solar, Geothermal 
	400 MW


One recent regional plan suggested the preceding combination of resources. What does this plan reveal about the strategy of the Northwest Power Planners? The plan outlined above represents an annual cost of about $800 million. How do the student's plans compare to this cost? For every $100 million over $800 million, the students and their families will pay an extra $25 per year for their electricity. Ask the students what their family might have to do without to be able to pay the extra money their plans require. Would they change their resources in light of that?

C.  Cooperating utilities 

Utilities often find it to their advantage to share the cost of buying some resources. This is especially helpful in buying large resources such as coal and nuclear. It is also a useful strategy in buying new or experimental technology resources such as solar and geothermal. Utilities may also want to buy or sell power to one another to avoid the penalty charges at the end of each round described above.
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