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	Promoting Power


	Texas 1867: Lesson Plan, Math 1



Objectives

· Explain why environmental concerns affect the use of power in Texas

· Differentiate between the risks and environmental concerns associated with a nuclear power plant
Lesson Overview

In this activity, the students will view the DC Social Studies 3 PowerPoint presentation on different types of power and environmental regulation.  The students will divide into groups, and each group will be assigned a different power source (nuclear power, fossil fuels, or alternative energy).  Each group will use both their own knowledge and additional research in the computer lab to promote their assigned power source in the face of an upcoming vote on building a new power plant in Texas.  The groups will each create a brochure to promote their power source and to try to influence the vote either for or against the new power plant.  Each group will receive a worksheet corresponding to their assigned power source with a few questions to help guide the creation of their brochure.  The brochure will be completed and printed out on the second day, and the groups will briefly present their brochures on the third day before turning them in.  This lesson plan should take three class periods.  

Handouts

· Worksheet 1 (Nuclear)
· Worksheet 2 (Fossil Fuels)
· Worksheet 3 (Alternative Energy)
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, the state of Texas has proposed the construction of a new nuclear power plant and a public vote is about to be held.  Students will be assigned a type of power (either nuclear, fossil fuel, or alternative) and asked to create a brochure for Texas voters that reflects their industry’s opinion of the issue.  Using knowledge gained from the PowerPoint slides and any additional research, students should present a convincing argument as to why the voters should or shouldn’t approve the proposal.
Materials:

· computer lab access

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University http://peer.tamu.edu
1
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


