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Lesson Summary:  In this activity, the state of Texas has proposed the construction of a new nuclear power plant and a public vote is about to be held.  Students will be assigned a type of power (either nuclear, fossil fuel, or alternative) and asked to create a brochure for Texas voters that reflects their industry’s opinion of the issue.  Using knowledge gained from the PowerPoint slides and any additional research, students should present a convincing argument as to why the voters should or shouldn’t approve the proposal.


Subject: 
Social Studies: Production Distribution and Consumption, Science Technology and Society
Technology: Social Ethical and Human Issues
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7 
· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: Three class periods.

Materials:
· computer lab access
Lesson Plan: 
· Go through the DC Social Studies 3 PowerPoint slides.

· Divide the class into groups of three or four, and give each group a different power source (nuclear power, fossil fuels, or alternative energy).  Make sure there is at least one group assigned to each type of power.
· Hand out Worksheet 1 to groups with nuclear power, Worksheet 2 to groups with fossil fuels, and Worksheet 3 to groups with alternative energy.
· Finish the class period by letting students brainstorm the content of their brochure using their worksheet as a guide.
· Spend the second class period in the computer lab so that the students can conduct any extra research, create their brochure, and print it out.
· If students use outside sources, make sure that they reference them somewhere within the brochure.

· On the third day, have each group briefly present their brochure.  If there is more than one group per power source, have the students choose a single group to present for each type of power.  Students can then vote on the brochure they found to be the most persuasive.

Assessment:  Have the students turn in their brochures following the oral presentations.  Both the brochures and presentations can be evaluated for their persuasiveness, accuracy, and how well directions were followed. 
Background & Concepts for Teachers:  
· Using Microsoft Word to create brochures:
· If a template is unavailable, go to “File” and “Page Setup.”  Select “Landscape.”
· Then go to “Format,” “Columns,” and select “Three.”
· One three-column page will be the design for the outside of the brochure and a second will be the inside.

· A single piece of paper should be used, front and back, for printing and may then be folded appropriately.

· Because of this, groups should print their brochures one at a time so that printing can be monitored.

Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· Nuclear power: power derived from nuclear energy.
· Fossil fuels: coal, petroleum, and natural gas.
· Alternative energy: energy, such as solar or wind, that can replace or supplement traditional sources of power and do not deplete the Earth's natural resources.
Lesson Extensions:
· This activity can be shortened by eliminating the presentations.

References:
· http://www.dictionary.reference.com
· http://www.lhup.edu/smarvel/Seminar/FALL_2004/Iudicello_2/alternative_energy_sources.htm
TEKS:
7.13 (C) Analyze the impact of significant industries in Texas
7.17 (C) Express and defend a point of view on an issue of interest in Texas
7.20 (A) Compare types and uses of technology in the past and present

7.21 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about Texas.

7.21 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information
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