We are more alike than we are different
My personal thoughts

I find that the biggest gap we need to bridge as people is the understanding of each other’s background which shapes the way we think and the way we act with others.

The biggest misconception is to think that we are different because we have different skin colors or speak different languages. I realized that the biggest aspect that makes us different is what we are exposed to when we grow up. The way our parents raise us is what shapes our views and attitudes toward the world and other people. When we are born we have no knowledge of anything. What we learn comes from our parents or whoever is in charge of raising us.

My parents never taught me to discriminate, so I don’t. I was punished severely when I disrespected any of my older siblings or anyone else for that matter. Based on what my parents instilled in me as I was growing up, I was able to have a discerning outlook on life after I left my parents. This is just an example of what a good family can do for society. 
But there are different kinds of family. In some families the children raise themselves.  Other families are just broken.  A lot of the time what we see is not always real, so we should not judge each other.  Everyone goes through hard times even those who seem to have everything. 

The key is to realize that we have a lot to learn from each other, but instead we are so fearful of change or so fearful of what other people think. It is not easy because everyone would do it if it was. 
The basic rule to internalize is “do not do to others what you don’t want done to yourself and do for others what you would like done to you.”

My biggest desire is to be accepted the way I am and my biggest fear is to be rejected by others. And come to think of it, everyone wants to be accepted. No one likes rejection because of the way they look, the way they talk, or what they wear. It hurts to feel rejected or feel like an outcast.  No one wants to be isolated. We all have witnessed what rejection can push someone to do. The massacre at Virginia Tech is a result of rejection.  That young man felt rejected and he didn’t know how to deal with it. What he failed to realize is that everyone hurts sometimes. Everyone has their own problems to deal with. 

I always do my best not to judge people if I don’t know anything about them. And by anything I mean the pain they go through everyday. Appearances are very deceiving, and it is time that we give each other a chance because we have a lot to learn from one another. 
Last I think that the hardest thing to do and the one thing we all do least is look in our hearts to change the bad into the good. We rarely blame ourselves for our mistakes, for the mean words we say, or for the hurtful acts we do towards our parents, our friends and the rest of the people.  If each and every one of us spend more time everyday asking ourselves this very simple question: what can I do for someone else that I would like done to me? I believe the world would be a better place.
Someone great who lost his life because he believed in a bigger dream said once:” not everyone can be famous, but everyone can be great.”

I challenge you today not to seek fame but to seek greatness as a human being. 

