What is a Septic System?
A "septic system," also referred to as a private, on-site waste disposal system, receives waste water and solids from a Building's plumbing facilities (bathrooms, kitchens, shower, laundry), treats, and then disposes of the effluent from this waste, by permitting it to absorb into soils at the property. "Treatment" is accomplished by bacterial action in the "septic" or "treatment" tank and it is mostly accomplished by bacteria in the soil around and below the effluent absorption system, or "drain field." This bacterial action is needed to reduce the level of pathogens in the effluent discharges from the waste system into the soil. The principal components of a private on-site waste disposal system usually include the following:

· piping connecting the Building to the treatment tank 

· a septic or treatment tank which retains solid waste 

· piping connecting and conducting clarified effluent from the treatment tank to a distribution box 

· a distribution box connecting the effluent line from the tank to the absorption system or "drain field" 

· an absorption system which permits effluent to drain to soils below 

· a bio-mat or bio-mass of pathogen-digesting bacteria which forms in soil below the absorption system. 
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Many variations on this general scheme are used, depending on local climate, soil conditions, available space, economy, and available materials. Special equipment and systems may be designed for problem or difficult sites such as rocky or wet ground, permafrost, or wet tropical marshlands. Readers who are unfamiliar with what a private septic system is and the types of systems installed should review articles and sketches of septic system components found at The Septic System Information Website

Source: http://www.inspect-ny.com/septbook.htm

