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Lesson Summary: 
In this activity students will have a debate over the issue of Home Rule- an issue in Great Britain between the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Students will divide into two teams – those for and against Home Rule – and take on roles of people who were involved in the conflict.


Subject: Social Studies: Time Continuity and Change, Individuals Groups and Institutions, Power Authority and Governance, Global Connections, Civic Ideals and Practices

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade:  8

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.


Materials:

· Leaders in the Irish Conflict Handout 
Background & Concepts for Teachers:  
· Background should be given for the Home Rule conflict.  Home Rule was the idea that Ireland should be allowed to govern itself instead of being under the rule of the United Kingdom.

· England invaded Ireland in the late 12th century.  It was not until the rules of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I that there began to be conflicts in Ireland.

· By the 1800s, many Irish were nearly indebted to wealthy Englishmen.  The United Kingdom of England and Ireland was created in 1800.  This union meant that the British Parliament from London now governed Ireland.  Daniel O’Connell was one of the first to speak out for the Irish in poverty.  Soon Irish began demanding more rights and wanted to separate from England.

· The Irish had many complaints against the English.
· In 1845 the Irish Famine struck leaving many Irish without food.  Parliament did not react soon enough to help many of the starving farmers.
· Many Irish tenants paid high rent to wealthy English landlords and would be evicted for little reason.

· Many Catholics were not allowed the right to vote.  Even when they were given the right to vote by the Catholic Emancipation, they were still denied the right to serve as Members of Parliament (MP).
· Ireland wanted to be an autonomous state. That meant they wanted to rule themselves instead of being under English rule. 

· There were three main answers to the problem of Home Rule.
· Full Home Rule: In this case, Ireland would be allowed to fully rule themselves by a Parliament in Dublin.  Many Irish felt that the whole island of Ireland should be free to rule themselves.

· Partitioned Home Rule: In this case, Ireland would be broken into two parts – Ireland and Northern Ireland.  Ireland would be a separate country, while Northern Ireland would align itself with Great Britain.  The reason the two would have been split was because Ulster (the six counties which made up Northern Ireland) had a majority of Protestant citizens.  If they were incorporated into the country of Ireland, many feared they would be mistreated as the minority in a Catholic dominated country.

· No Home Rule: England would maintain control over all of Ireland.  Many Unionists thought that between Full Home Rule and No Home Rule they would rather have No Home Rule in order to protect the Protestants in Ulster.

· Home Rule was presented as a bill before Parliament three times before it was passed in 1914.  However, it was suspended because of the onset of WWI.  In 1919, the Irish War of Independence started.  This war lasted for two years, after which Ireland was split into two: the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  Northern Ireland remained a part of Great Britain, but the Republic of Ireland became its own separate nation.  The Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland have had shaky relations ever since then.
Lesson Plan: 

· Divide the students up into teams of 4-6 students.  One team will be the Irish Nationalists, and the other team will be the Unionists.  The students on each team will pick from the historical figures on their side to portray during the debate.
· Distribute the Leaders in the Irish Conflict Handout and allow students time to read about the historical figure they are representing in the debate. 
· Each side should have time to get together and discuss how they want to argue, remembering they have to stay true to their characters.

· The debate will be set up in the following order.
· Each team will have five minutes to give opening arguments. 
· The next round will give each team three minutes to give a rebuttal. 
· Then, each team will be given five minutes to ask questions of the opposing team. 

· Finally, each team will have three minutes to make their closing arguments.  A good way to decide the order would be to flip a coin to see which side goes first.  Then flip-flop the order for each consecutive round.  So it would go Opening – Team 1, Team 2; Rebuttal – Team 2, Team 1; Questions – Team 1, Team 2; Closing – Team 2, Team 1.  The times for each round can be changed based on time requirements.  Each student on the team should speak at sometime during the debate

· Instead of giving a grade to each person, the students should reflect on both sides’ arguments and what they would have decided had the decision been up to them.
· At the end of the activity, distribute the Irish Conflict Worksheet for students to complete. 
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Nationalists: Nationalists were people for Home Rule.

· Sinn Fein: Sinn Fein was a party created by Arthur Griffith in 1905 that supported the freedom of a unified Ireland (including Ulster).  Sinn Fein was an important party because the head of Sinn Fein at the time the Republic of Ireland was created was the first Prime Minister of Ireland.

· Ulster: Ulster was the part of Northern Ireland with a predominately Protestant population.  Ulster wanted to stay as part of Great Britain.
· Unionist: Unionists were against Home Rule.  They wanted to continue the union between England and Ireland established in the 1801 Act of Union.  Unionists were also called Loyalists.

· Members of Parliament (MP): Members of Parliament are people who serve in the British Parliament in the House of Commons.  This would be similar to a Representative or Senator in America today.

Lesson Extensions:

· Have the students write a paragraph or two on which side they would have supported and why.


TEKS:

8.26 (B) Describe religious influences on immigration and social movements

8.30 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event

8.30 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

8.30 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material

8.30 (G) Evaluate a source based on language, corroboration, and information

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
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