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Historical Figures

Home Rule

1. Daniel O’Connell

2. Arthur Griffith

3. Isaac Butt

4. William E. Gladstone

5. Charles Stewart Parnell

6. John Redmond

7. John Dillon

8. William O’Brian

Anti-Home Rule

1. Edward Carson

2. Edward James Saunderson

3. Lord Brookeborough (Sir Basil Brooke)

4. Terence O’Neill

5. Sir Robert Peel

6. Lord Craigavon (Sire James Craig)

Who They Were and What They Believed

Home Rule

Daniel O’Connell

Daniel O’Connell was the first to be known as the Uncrowned King of Ireland.  He was an adamant proponent of Catholic rights in the early 1800’s.  He supported the Catholic Emancipation, which gave the Catholics voting rights, but not the right to sit on Parliament.  While he is known mostly for supporting Irish rights, he also supported universal suffrage.  Daniel O’Connell was adamantly opposed to violent insurrection in Ireland.  In 1841 he was elected to be the first Catholic Lord Mayor of Dublin.  When the Irish Famine struck in 1845, O’Connell was unable to get Parliament to act quickly in response, so many began to view his tactics as ineffective.  He supported a bill that would have made Ireland an independent nation, but with Queen Victoria as Queen of Ireland.  This basically would have given Ireland Home Rule. O’Connell was eventually put in jail for insurrection for a few months, even though he never did anything against British law.  Daniel O’Connell gained the reputation throughout Europe as the “most successful champion of liberty and democracy in Europe” for his nonviolent tactics. 12
“I may be laughed and sneered at by those who talk of my power; but what has created it but the injustice that has been done in Ireland?  That is the end and the means of the magic, if you please -- the groundwork of my influence in Ireland.  If you refuse justice to that country, it is a melancholy consideration to me to think that you are adding substantially to that power and influence, while you are wounding my country to its very heart's core; weakening that throne, the monarch who sits upon which, you say you respect; severing that union which, you say, is bound together by the tightest links, and withholding that justice from Ireland which she will not cease to seek till it is obtained; every man must admit that the course I am taking is the legitimate and proper course -- I defy any man to say it is not.  Condemn me elsewhere as much as you please, but this you must admit.  You may taunt the ministry with having coalesced me, you may raise the vulgar cry of ‘Irishman and Papist’ against me, you may send out men called ministers of God to slander and calumniate me; they may assume whatever garb they please, but the question comes into this narrow compass.  I demand, I respectfully insist: on equal justice for Ireland, on the same principle by which it has been administered to Scotland and England.  I will not take less.  Refuse me that if you can.”2
Arthur Griffith

Arthur Griffith founded the organization Sinn Fein.  He advanced the plan that Irish Members of Parliament should not show up to the British Parliament, but start their own Irish Parliament in Ireland.  In 1913 he joined the Irish Volunteer Force.  He was later arrested for his part in the Easter Rising.  When the Civil War erupted in 1919, Griffith was a strong supporter of Irish autonomy but did not agree with the violent ways of the IRA.  At the end of the war, Griffith helped create a treaty between Ireland and England in 1921.  He was satisfied with having Home Rule over most of Ireland because he knew that was the best that could have been expected.  Arthur Griffith was a strong supporter of Irish nationalism through defending their rights, even in war, but not as violently as some Nationalists.13
Isaac Butt

Isaac Butt was the son of a Protestant but changed from a Unionist to an Irish nationalist due to the Famine.  Butt defended many Nationalists in court including Daniel O’Connell.  After the uprising of 1867, he also defended many Fenians.  Two years later, he established the Tenant League in order to demand rights for poor Irish tenants.  While the Tenant League was not at first a political party it evolved in the Home Rule Party.  It took a few years for the Catholics to begin to support Home Rule and other related causes.  By 1874, the Home Rule Party won 59 seats in Parliament.  However, the party was fractured and though Butt tried to convince more MPs through peaceful persuasion, many Nationalists did not like his leadership. 14
“Some one dared to hint that the privileges of Dublin stood on lower and less sacred grounds.  Who was the man who rose with prompt indignation to resent this insult to the Constitution of Ireland?—a man, my lords, whose memory is still held in honor in our country—the illustrious Henry Grattan!  He it was who, in the spirit of a true Irishman, indignantly denounced the attempt to place the privileges of Dublin below those of London.  It was no part of that great man’s patriotism to vilify and bring into contempt the institutions of his country.”3
William E. Gladstone

Gladstone was Prime Minister of England four times in total, and known as one of England’s best Prime Ministers in history.  Throughout his years in Parliament, Gladstone supported giving civil rights to Irish.  In 1870, Gladstone passed the Land Act, which protected tenants from arbitrary eviction.  During his third and fourth time as Prime Minister, he supported an Irish Home Rule Bill.  The Home Rule Bill did not grant Ireland independence but provided for a government for Ireland.  The House of Commons passed the bill, but the House of Lords defeated the bill.  William E. Gladstone was a proponent of Home Rule before its time came.10
“What is the case of Ireland at this moment?  Have honorable Gentlemen considered that they are coming into conflict with a nation?  Can anything stop a nation's demand, except its being proved to be immoderate and unsafe?  But here are multitudes, and, I believe, millions upon millions, out-of-doors, who feel this demand to be neither immoderate nor unsafe.  In our opinion, there is but one question before us about this demand.  It is as to the time and circumstance of granting it.  There is no question in our minds that it will be granted.” 11
Charles Stewart Parnell

Charles Stewart Parnell was described as the “Uncrowned King of Ireland.”  He was a Protestant landlord but became anti-English.  Parnell became president of the National Land League in 1879 because of his popularity with many Irish for his anti-English feelings.  The National Land League promoted farmers to fight for their rights.  Parnell advocated boycotting landlords who treated Irish tenants unfairly.  In 1880, he accepted the position of president of the National Land League.  Parnell was arrested in 1881 for his part in the Irish nationalist movement.  He was released but continued to support the Land League.  He thought that Home Rule could be achieved once the Land Question was solved.  In 1882, Parnell organized the Irish Parliamentary Party, which unified the Irish and became a force in the British Parliament.8
“I am convinced that when the reckoning comes up after the general election of 1886 that we in Ireland shall have cause to congratulate ourselves in the possession of a strong party which will bear down all opposition, and which, aided by the organization of our country behind us, will enable us to gain for our country those rights which were stolen from us...  I go back from the consideration of these questions to the land question, in which the laborer's question is also involved, and to the manufacturer's question.  I came back and every Irish politician must be driven back to the great question of national self-government for Ireland.  I do not know how this great question will be eventually settled.  I do not know whether England will be wise in time and concede the constitutional arguments and methods the restitution of that which was stolen from us towards the close of the last century.”4
John Redmond

John Redmond was expected to be the head of the Irish government had it ever been formed.  This was because he was a very active Member of Parliament in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Eventually this was his downfall, because at the end of his political career he was viewed as being in the pocket of Parliament.  After the formation of the Ulster Volunteer Army (UVF) in 1913, Redmond advocated for the Irish Volunteers in opposition to the UVF.  He was strongly in favor for all of Ireland to be under Home Rule, but reluctantly accepted a “temporary exclusion” of Ulster.  Redmond supported full Irish Home Rule throughout his term as MP. 7

“Martial law, suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, suspension of trial by jury, suppression of free speech -- these have been the permanent blessings conferred on Ireland by the destruction of the Irish Constitution.  No single reform, large or small, has ever been obtained by purely constitutional methods.”5
John Dillon

John Dillon was a strong proponent of the Irish Land League’s plan of campaign.  This plan said that Irish tenants should pay the rent they owed to the landlord to the National League instead of the landlord.  If someone was supposed to be evicted, they could be supported by the National League.  He was imprisoned in 1881, along with Charles Stewart Parnell, for his support of the Irish Land League.  Dillon was thrown in prison a number of times for short periods for different reasons.  When the party split over Parnell’s leadership, Dillon became one of his biggest opponents.  John Dillon believed that if Ireland was to have Home Rule, it needed to be all of Ireland and not excluding a few counties. 6
William O’Brien

William O’Brien was the editor of the Irish Land League’s journal.  His association with the Irish Land League got him arrested multiple times.  One time he was sent to prison for organizing a rent strike against Lady Kingston.  One of the goals of the demonstration on Bloody Sunday was to get O’Brien released from prison.  While in prison he wrote a novel about land reform.  Later, he founded the United Irish League to try and unite Nationalists and Unionists.  O’Brien was opposed to anything but Home Rule for all of Ireland, including the partition of Ireland. 9

Anti-Home Rule

Edward Carson

Edward Carson was an Irish Protestant who vowed to fight Home Rule by “all means necessary.”  In 1910, Carson became the leader of the Irish Unionist Parliamentary Party.  A year later he became the leader of the Ulster Unionists.  He proposed Ulster should be ready to separate from the rest of Ireland if Home Rule was passed.  Carson was able to achieve the exemption of six counties in Ulster from Home Rule.  The reason he wanted Ulster to be separated from the Home Rule Bill was because those counties were predominately Protestant.  He was afraid they would be neglected by the Catholic majority if included.  Carson was firmly against Home Rule if it included Ulster.  Carson led an Ulster Volunteer Force to oppose Home Rule.  He did not support the use of violence or force, but was successful in delaying the Home Rule Bill.  After 1914, he began to accept the bill as inevitable and began to support partitioning Ireland to keep Ulster from becoming the minority in an Irish Catholic majority.  15
Edward James Saunderson

Edward James Saunderson was a Member of Parliament from Ireland in the late 1800s.  When Home Rule became an issue at the end of the century, he opposed it as an Irish Unionist.  Saunderson was the first leader of modern Ulster Unionism and led the Irish and Ulster Unionist Members of Parliament.  As a part of a group of large landowners in Ulster, Saunderson fought to protect his rights.  He feared if the Home Rule Bill was passed, he would be in the minority and lose his rights.  During his political career, Saunderson convinced the British he was a backwoods Irishman, loyal to Britain. 17
Lord Brookeborough (Sir Basil Brooke)
Sir Basil Brooke was the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland from 1943-1963.  During his term, he opposed granting rights to Catholics and antagonized the Republic of Ireland.  Before that, Brooke was elected to the Northern Ireland Senate.  He also led the Ulster Special Constabulary in fighting the IRA.  During all these years, Brooke remained adamantly against all Catholics.  Upon dismissing every Catholic employee, he told other landowners, “I recommend those people who are loyalists not to employ Roman Catholics, 99 per cent of whom are disloyal.” 18
Terence O’Neill

Terence O’Neill was Prime Minister of Northern Ireland from 1963-1970 (he succeeded Sir Basil Brooke).  His term, unlike Brooke’s, was characterized by trying to ease relations between Northern Ireland and the Republic Ireland.  O’Neill did not give equal rights to Catholics in Northern Ireland, but he was not as opposed to Catholics as his predecessor.  In 1968, O’Neill introduced a Five Point Reform Program.  These reforms expanded the Catholics’ rights, but did not give them “one man, one vote.”  O’Neill was more lenient to the Catholics in his country than Sir Basil Brooke, but he would not raise them to equal citizens in Northern Ireland.19
Sir Robert Peel

Sir Robert Peel was Prime Minister of Great Britain and a strong opponent of Daniel O’Connell.  He threatened to imprison O’Connell if he held a pro-Home Rule rally.  Even though O’Connell obeyed Peel, O’Connell was still thrown in jail on the charge of sedition.  Early in his political career, Peel was appointed to the position of Chief Secretary of Ireland.  During his term as Chief Secretary, Peel fought against the Catholic Board, which was started by O’Connell.  When Peel wished to retire from his position, Irish Protestants urged him not to because he “administered with masterly ability,” and Oxford University thanked Peel for his “services to Protestantism.”  However, Peel supported the Catholic Emancipation in 1828, in order to avoid a civil war.  Sir Robert Peel proved that while he was opposed to Home Rule, he would rather give the Catholics some rights to keep the peace in the United Kingdom. 20
Lord Craigavon (Sir James Craig)

James Craig was the first Prime Minister of Northern Ireland.  Many regarded Craig as the founding father of the state of Northern Ireland.  Craig was one of the leaders for the Ulster Volunteer Force, which was preparing to violently resist Home Rule prior to World War I.  He was the one responsible for getting Edward Carson to act as unionist leader and helped arm the UVF.  Craig was also the reason there was a Northern Ireland, because he was able to establish an autonomous Northern Ireland, despite efforts by Britain’s government keep all of Ireland under a Dublin parliament.  As Prime Minister, Craig was able to overcome attacks by the IRA, stay in power for nearly 20 years, and enforce a strict security policy.  During his entire term as Prime Minister, he never tried to help the Catholic minority.  16
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