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Objectives

· Understand the religious and economic conflicts in Ireland.

· Identify the countries that received many Irish immigrants.

· Evaluate the effects of the 1845 Potato Famine.

· Analyze a primary source to better understand Irish emigration.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take one to two class periods.  First, the students will view the Social Studies 5 PowerPoint presentation, which includes information on the political, religious, and economic environment in Ireland that led to high emigration.  Then, the students will participate in the Emigration Ballads Activity, which allows students to analyze an actual Irish Ballad about emigration to discover what it was like to be an Irish emigrant.  Students will use the Emigration Ballads Handout and Emigration Ballads Worksheet to guide them through the activity. 
Handouts

· Emigration Ballads Handout
· Emigration Ballads Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students have the opportunity to use their analytical skills to examine a primary source document, an Irish Ballad, and gather evidence about a historical event.  Students will receive a copy of a traditional Irish Ballad written about an Irish emigrant.  Individually, the students will analyze the ballad and relate what they know about Irish emigration to instances mentioned in the ballad.  
Materials: None.
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