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Emigration Ballads
Answer the following questions using complete sentences.

1. Read the Ballad entitled “The Emegrant’s Farewell to Donegal”.  In the space provided below, summarize each of the 5 verses of the ballad (describe what you think the author is saying):

Verse 1


Verse 2


Verse 3


Verse 4


Verse 5

2. What is the author referring to as the “Land of Liberty”, “The Isle of Saints”, and the “stormey sea”?
3. Describe some of the “hardships” (verse 1, line 3) this Irishman probably faced in Ireland.

4. From other clues in the ballad and what you know about the British Invasion of Ireland, what most likely happened to the 5 acres of land this Irishman’s father held?  

5. What does verse 4 tell you about the economic situation in Ireland in the 19th century?

6. The author states that he was forced to leave Ireland in 46 (meaning 1846).  What happened shortly before this that prompted many Irish to leave Ireland?  

7. How does the last verse demonstrate the Irish’s perception of America upon first arriving?
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