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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students have the opportunity to use their analytical skills to examine a primary source document, an Irish Ballad, and gather evidence about a historical event.  Students will receive a copy of a traditional Irish Ballad written about an Irish emigrant.  Individually, the students will analyze the ballad and relate what they know about Irish emigration to instances mentioned in the ballad.  



Subject: Social Studies: Culture 
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 
· Emigration Ballads Handout
· Emigration Ballads Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Introduce this activity by asking the students if they know what a ballad is.  
· A ballad is a narrative poem normally set to music, so it is a song that tells a story.  
· Explain to the students that today, they will be reading a ballad written by an Irish emigrant going to America and they are to use evidence given in the ballad to determine what it was like to be an Irish person living in the 19th century.  
· Distribute a copy of the Emigration Ballads Handout to each student.  The ballad is titled “The Emegrant’s Farewell to Donegal”.  Donegal is a county located in Northwest Ireland.  
· Either read the ballad out loud to your class or select a student volunteer to read the ballad out loud.
· Students may be a little confused by some of the wording in the ballad, explain to students that this is because the ballad was adopted from a primary source document.  Ask the students what a primary source document is.  A primary source is a document, speech, or other sort of written evidence of an event as it is first described, without any interpretation or commentary.  Primary sources offer an inside view of a particular event.  Examples include speeches, autobiographies, diary entries, or letters.   Therefore, this ballad is in its original form, as written by the Irishman who originally composed it.  That is why some of the words are spelled differently and some of the punctuation is different from what they are used to seeing.  
· Ensure that the students understand the main idea of the ballad; it is ok if they do not fully understand its meaning as of yet, the worksheet is designed to help students think about what the ballad means.  
· Give each student a copy of the Emigration Ballads Worksheet and instruct them to follow the instructions on the worksheet and answer the questions about the ballad.  Tell the students that this activity is to be completed individually. 
Assessment: Students are to complete the Emigration Ballads Worksheet to turn in for a grade.  
Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· Ballad: a narrative poem normally set to music.
· Primary Source: a document, speech, or other sort of written evidence of an event as it is first described, without any interpretation or commentary.  Primary sources offer an inside view of a particular event.  Examples include speeches, autobiographies, diary entries, or letters

References:
· http://www.hsp.org/files/emegrantsfarewelltodonegallyrics.pdf
TEKS:
8.24 (A) Identify why certain racial, ethnic, and religious groups settled in the US

8.24 (B) Explain the relationship between urbanization and ideological conflicts

8.24 (C) Identify how conflicts between various groups were resolved

8.24 (D) Analyze the contributions of people of various groups to national identity

8.30 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about the US

8.30 (B) Analyze information through various means

8.30 (G) Evaluate a source based on language, corroboration, and information
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