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Egyptian Royalty



Pharaoh 
The pharaoh was the king of ancient Egypt and was considered an incarnation of the Egyptian god Horus.  The pharaoh held the highest social status in all of Egypt.  He was a political and religious leader of the land.  He commanded the army and had the final say in all legal matters.  He was also the highest priest of all the temples of ancient Egypt. He led rituals and even made choices on which gods the people of Egypt could worship. All sacrificial offerings were made in the name of the pharaoh.  He was responsible for keeping the land in “perfect balance” and preventing chaos. He also made sacrificial offerings to the gods of Egypt in order to maintain this balance. He felt that his offerings were necessary in order for Egypt to be blessed, for the Nile to flow abundantly, and for the harvest to be plentiful.  If for some reason harvest was not plentiful, the pharaoh’s power and trust amongst the people would be compromised. 
Royal Family
The royal family was included in the highest level of Egyptian status. The family received the best of the food, education, clothing and jewelry in all the land.  Key members of the Egyptian family were the pharaoh, the queen and the heirs to the throne.  The pharaoh could have as many wives as he chose.  The wife that was most favored was designated as the “Great Royal Wife”.  In order to keep the royal blood line pure, the Great wife would be sometimes be the pharaoh’s sister or daughter.  The oldest son would succeed the pharaoh once he died. The oldest son could even help his father rule while he was alive.  The Pharaoh’s wife could even become a pharaoh if the pharaoh died and had no sons, or if his sons were too young.  Other members of the royal family possessed high social status as well.  They were often the appointed officials in government or in the temple to make sure that they maintained some sort of power in the land.
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