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Skilled Workers




Soldiers
Soldiers were responsible for fighting in wars and maintaining peace in the land. They acted as both warriors and law enforcers in ancient Egypt.  During times of war Egyptian soldiers used weapons like bows and arrows and daggers to fight their opponents.   When the country was not at war, they were responsible for supervising the land and watching over all of the people that were involved in construction of pyramids, palaces, and other structures that were being built. 

Craftsmen

Craftsmen were the artists of ancient Egypt. They made and sold things like furniture, chariots, jewelry, pottery and other tools that were used widely throughout the country.  The work of craftsmen varied greatly. Some were responsible for building statues of pharaoh and religious emblems, while others were responsible for things like preparing food and beer that was sold in the market place.  Because their skills varied, the status level and lifestyle of craftsmen varied. Craftsmen that made things of gold and those that worked for the palace lived differently than those that worked in the market place and made and sold food.  Families of craftsmen had a greater chance of social mobility.  A highly skilled craftsman could afford to send his son to school to become a scribe.  Craftsmen also provided opportunities for social mobility for other people through apprenticeships.  By learning the trade, a lower class citizen could develop the skills needed to become a craftsman and have a better life for his family. 
Priests

Priests of ancient Egypt had very important jobs.  They were responsible for pleasing the gods of ancient Egypt in order to keep society in order. They were either appointed by the pharaoh or were born into priesthood. Both men and women could be priests.  Priests were in charge of various things like healing, astronomy and calendars, and keeping track of the best time to plant crops. Because Egyptians believed that their gods lived in the temples of Egypt, most of a priest’s job was done from the temple. In fact, the priests were the only people who were allowed to enter the temple.  When they were not in the temple, they were interacting with the citizens of Egypt as judges and teachers.  
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