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Persuasive Writing Guidelines
Idea Map
Goal:  This section should state the opinion you will support in your paper.  Even though it is an opinion, don’t start off by saying something like “I think that…;” make a declarative statement that your paper will try to convince the reader about.
Reasons:  State each of the reasons you chose from your team’s list in a complete sentence.  Make sure that you can support the reasons you chose; if you can’t, you will need to pick different ones.

Facts/examples:  Each reason should be supported with at least two facts or examples to show why they are true.  Just because the facts are true does not mean that they support your reason; be sure that you can make logical connections that show how your facts support your reasons.
Writing the Paper
The introduction of your paper should include your thesis statement.  This is the goal you defined on your idea map; it should clearly state what you are going to try to convince the reader of.  As with any paper, make sure to start with a “hook” that will catch your reader’s attention.  Also state your reasons in the introduction.  Don’t follow them with the facts; just tell your reader what you are going to talk about in the paper.
The next paragraphs will give your reasons and the facts and examples that support them.  Use one paragraph for each reason that you have.  The topic sentence for each paragraph should be the reason that you are going to talk about.  Give the facts or examples in support of the reason and explain logically how they show that this reason is valid.  

The conclusion will restate your thesis statement (don’t say it the same way as you did in the first paragraph) and summarize your reasons in support of it.  End your essay by encouraging your reader to take action on what you have told them – in other words, to buy your product.
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