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Ancient Irrigation Techniques
Compare the different machines used for irrigation by ancient civilizations and use the information in the handout to decide which one would be most effective in ancient Egypt.
	
	Archimede’s Screw
	Noria
	Saqiya
	Shaduf

	Materials: What materials are needed?  Would they be available in Egypt?
	
	
	
	

	Construction: How complicated is it to build?  To take apart and move?
	
	
	
	

	Water moved: How much water can it move over a certain period of time?
	
	
	
	

	Power source: What is its power source?  How reliable is this power source?
	
	
	
	

	Durability: How sturdy is it?
	
	
	
	

	Operation: How much skill is needed to operate it?
	
	
	
	


Based on the information you collected, which device do you think would work best in ancient Egypt?  Why?
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