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Lesson Summary: Students will learn about persuasive writing in this activity.  Students will be divided into teams and each team will be given a different type of candy bar.  Each team will come up with reasons why their candy bar is the best and present them to the class.  Students will analyze their arguments, then choose some of the reasons their team presented to use in writing a persuasive letter to their school’s principal, trying to convince him or her to carry that type of candy bar in the school vending machines.  They will outline their argument using an Idea Map and then follow their map to write their persuasive letter.


Subject: 
English: Effective Communication
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6
· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· a mixed bag of fun sized candy bars, with 3 or 4 different types
· Brainstorming worksheet
· Idea Map
· Persuasive Writing Guidelines
Lesson Plan: 

      Day 1
· Review the English 3 PowerPoint, emphasizing the slides the talk about persuasive writing and speaking.
· Pass out one candy bar to each student in the class, and then divide them into groups based on which candy bar type they were given.  Make sure that students don’t eat the candy bars yet!
· Explain that they are advertisers for the company that makes these candy bars, and it is their job to come up with logical reasons why their candy bar is the best.  Pass out the Brainstorming Worksheet (one per student) for them to record their reasons.
· Have each team present the reasons they came up with.
· Discuss the reasons they gave and how the students supported them.  Ask them to identify some facts and examples that the other team used in support of their argument.  Was the other team’s argument convincing?  Why?  Discuss strengths and weaknesses of the arguments.
· From the reasons their team came up with, have each student select the three reasons that they believe are the strongest.  
Day 2
· Hand out the Persuasive Writing Guidelines and have students complete the Idea Map as an outline for the paper they will write.

· Have the students pretend that they are advertisers for the company that makes their candy bar and have them follow the guidelines to write persuasive letters to the principal to convince him or her to carry that type of candy bar in the school vending machines.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Persuasive essay:  An essay that uses logic and reasoning to show that one idea is more valid than another, and attempts to persuade the reader to adopt a certain view or take a certain action. 
· Thesis statement:  States the main argument or point of the paper.
Lesson Extensions:

· The lesson could be extended for more advanced students by having them choose one of the opposing team’s reasons and writing or presenting a rebuttal to it.
· To shorten the activity to one class period, assign the essay as homework.

References:
· http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Language_Arts/Debate/DEB0201.html
· http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/persuasion.pdf
· http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/yorba/persuasive_writing1.htm
TEKS:

6.5 (F) Clarify and support spoken ideas

6.15 (B) Write to influence

6.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

6.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies
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