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1. In the hypertonic solution, does your tube of water lose or gain water?  Why?
2. Why do the water molecules move across the membrane but the salt particles stay in their original environment?

Just as salt particles and water molecules moved in the beakers of our activity, they also move about in our digestive system.  Our digestive system’s role is to maintain a balance between the salt concentration and water concentration.  When toxins or a virus disturbs this role, our bodies start messing up!  Use this information to answer the following questions.

3. Which environment do you think the digestive system prefers?  Why?

4. The tubing in this experiment represented the ___________  __________ in the human body. 

5. When a person is suffering from diarrhea, what environment is occurring in the digestive system: isotonic, hypertonic, or hypotonic?  Why is there a water loss?

6. To maintain a normal water and salt balance, what should an individual do?
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