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Summary: 

This activity is designed to raise awareness about energy management in the homes, schools, and communities.  It allows the students the freedom to think of creative ways to draw awareness to energy waste.
Subject: 

Science: 6.7b 

· Design a logical plan to manage energy resources in the home, school, or community.
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6
· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: Approximately 1 hour

Activity Team/Group Size: individual students
Materials: 

· Card stock in two preparations: whole sheets to make a poster, and cut into thirds to make a bumper sticker
· Another sheet of cardstock that is a template for the light switches.  This way, the students can trace the template on the whole sheet of cardstock and decorate around it.  Then the middle can be cut out and you can post them around the light switches
· Markers and/or colored pencils
Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: ~$5.00 for 100 sheets of cardstock costs from Wal-Mart.  

Learning Objectives: 

· To learn about energy management in our homes, schools, and communities.  To raise awareness about areas of waste.
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 

I brought a compact fluorescent light bulb and inquired of the students why it was different from a regular light bulb and why we are interested in it.

Lesson Plan:
· Before class, prepare the cardstock and make sure enough of it is cut to provide students with the option to do whichever they want (poster, bumper sticker, or light switch decoration).  Also, make sure enough art supplies are available.
· Be sure to emphasize that the posters should have an action statement to inspire change.  For instance, say “Go green!  Recycle” as opposed to just saying “Green energy is good!”
· Go through the power point about energy management and waste.  Inquire of the students why it is important to consider these things.
· Have the kids come up and get all the art supplies they need to make their project.
· Hand out the home energy audit worksheet and have them take it home to complete.
· If available, find a local competition regarding raising green energy awareness and submit some of the student’s work.  This would help make them feel like they are raising awareness in the community.  If a large scale competition is not available, competition between science classes would also raise awareness within the school.  The winner’s posters could be hung around the school and in other classrooms.
Lesson Closure: 

To close this lesson, have a few students share their posters.  Inquire again about why it is important to manage our energy well.
Assessment: 

By grading their home energy audit handouts and their posters you can see if the students have grasped the importance of the lesson.
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 

E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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Teacher’s Comments: 

















