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Summary: 
Meow! This furry lesson and worksheet will introduce feline breeds and allow students to learn how to identify differences in coloring, hair length and texture as well as different body types.

Keywords: Longhair, Shorthair, Curly Coat
Subject TEKS: 

130.4, 4A-B; discuss the physical characteristics for each species studied and list the breeds or types of each species (feline) studied as appropriate.
Grade Level: 9th-12th
Learning Objectives: 

Learners will be able to:
· Categorize cats by their hair classification
· Identify cats based on physical characteristics

· Compare and contrast different feline breeds
Time Required: 
1- 50 min. class period: PowerPoint Presentation and Worksheet
Materials: 

· Feline Breeds PowerPoint 

· Feline Breeds Worksheet (1 per student)
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

There is no set division of cat breeds, like dogs who are separated into purposed based categories. This is probably because cats do not have such a wide variety of uses/purposes. Although, it is common for people to refer to cats by their hair length or texture: Longhair, shorthair or curly coat. Another way that you may hear some classify cats is based on their show qualifications. This is based on the show's requirements and regulations on allowed breeds in each category and may not be as educational when learning feline breeds.
Presentation/Explanation: 
The presentation has each breed divided based on hair classification. Each slide has multiple pictures of the breed that should be used to point out physical qualities that are in each breed. The breed list doc provided has a much longer list of breeds while the PowerPoint focuses on fewer breeds. These breeds are the breeds listed on the 2013 Texas FFA Veterinary Science CDE breeds list.
Activity/Application:

For the application of this lesson you will need each student to have a “Feline Breeds Worksheet”. The choices of breeds to be used on this worksheet come from the presented PowerPoint. There is a Key provided on the PEER webpage to go along with it.
Lesson Closure: 
In closing of this lesson, have each student turn to the back of their worksheet and fill out the Venn diagram on the back. They should select two breeds from the breeds list discussed on the PowerPoint presentation and compare and contrast the similarities and differences. At the bottom of the sheet they should write which of the two breeds they like more and why. This quick activity will sum up the lesson and allow each student to think in a comparative way to identify how different and similar cats are.

Assessment/Evaluation: 
You may use the given worksheet as an assessment or evaluation if you wish.
Helpful Teacher Resources: 
Helpful webpages with information on various feline breeds:
( http://www.vetstreet.com/cats/breeds
( http://catbreeds.petmd.com/
( http://www.cfa.org/Breeds.aspx
( http://www.catchannel.com/breeds/
Helpful webpages with information on feline colors and patterns:
( http://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/files/2011/11/identification-and-coat-colors-patterns.pdf
( http://felinedocs.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/catcoatcolor1.jpeg
( http://colorgenetics.info/feline/content/basics-feline-color-genetics
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