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Source: http://www.oatlandsps.vic.edu.au/humanbody/HumanBody_Webquest.htm

Summary: 
I have found an interactive web quest that shows the body systems and how they are dependent on one another. In the web quest the students get together in groups so that the 9 systems of the human body are divided evenly among the groups. The students will then collaborate together on their body system and develop a persuasive presentation on why their body system is the most important. They are to present this speech to “The Board of Human Systems”. The project should take about 10 weeks.

Subject: 

· Science: 7.9 Human Systems
· ELA: 7.13 Research Skills
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7th
· Upper Bound: 8th 

· Lower Bound: 6th
Time Required: 1 week


Activity Team/Group Size: 9 groups  

Materials: 

· Internet
· Paper
· Pen or Pencil

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: no cost 

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: no cost 

Learning Objectives: 

· How the Body Works
· Research Skills

· Writing Skills

· Speech Skills

· Cooperative Skills

Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
To introduce the lesson I would suggest finding an article on the internet about something new and interesting in recent development in the medical field. For example, discussing cloning and how it works with the students might be a good way to get them interested. Here are a few websites that contain interesting material … http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/83557.php ... http://www.news-medical.net/?id=30282 … http://www.news-medical.net/?id=30322 … http://www.news-medical.net/?id=30283 
Lesson Plan: 

Human Body Systems Web Quest 
[image: image1.png]


Introduction

With recession on the rise, cut backs are being made across the board, even in the body systems. There are so many systems that make up the human body that the Board of Human Systems has decided to eliminate one of the major systems. 
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The Quest
As systems in the human body, you have to defend your system in front of the Board of Human Body Systems. You must convince the Board of the importance of your system. First you need to collect information about your system. Then you will have to present your case, describing and defending your system, directly to the board. 
The Process and Resources

In this Web Quest you will be working with a partner. You will have time in the Library and the Studio to do your research and prepare your PowerPoint presentation. You will have the opportunity to use the Library’s resources as well as the CD Roms and Internet to collect the information you need.  In week ten you will be presenting your work to the Board of Human Systems.

 

Time Line
	Week
	Week Ending
	Phase
	Activity

	Four
	 
	Introduction
	Forming pairs, selecting a system

	Five
	 
	Phase One
	Collecting information and graphics

	Six
	 
	Phase One
	Collecting information and graphics

	Seven
	 
	Phase Two
	Preparing your presentation

	Eight
	 
	Phase Two
	Preparing your presentation

	Nine
	 
	Phase Two
	Preparing your presentation

	Ten
	 
	Phase Three
	Presenting your presentation to the Board

	Eleven
	 
	 
	 


 
Phase 1 – Collecting Information and Graphics
[image: image3.png]


Make a collection of information and graphics relating to your body system.
Try and answer most of the background questions. You do not need to answer in complete sentences, try and use point form.

 

· Resources you can use include:

·         Factual Texts

·         Encyclopaedias, Websites

Remember to copy the web addresses if you are using the Internet.

Remember to write down the title and author if you are using a book.

 

Background Questions
What is the name of your body system?
 

Where is your system located?

 

What is the role of the system?

 

What organs make up your body system?

 

What are your main functions as a human body system?

 

What is each organ's function in your body system?

 

How do you perform these functions?

 

What can go wrong with your body system?

 

How people make sure your system remains healthy?

 

What would happen if something went wrong with your body system?

 

Could a person survive without your body system? 

 

Why are you an important to the human body?

 

Phase Two – Preparing Your Presentation
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Use PowerPoint to create the presentation you will use to convince the Board of Human Systems to keep your system.
 

As this work is being published, shown to an audience, you will need to make sure:

·         It is written in your own words
·         Your spelling is correct

·         You use complete sentences

 

You can use a range of graphics including

·         Pictures from the Internet

·         Scans from books

·         Scans of you own drawings

·         ClipArt

 

 

You will need to create a total of seven slides. 

Include a graphic and some text on each slide.

 

Slide 1: Title Slide 

Please include name of the body system and authors of the presentation.



Slide 2: Major Organs 

What are the main organs that make up your body system?

Include a labelled diagram.

 

Slide 3: Functions 

What is the role of your system?

 

Slide 4: Problems and Diseases 

What problems can occur with your system?

What diseases are associated with your system?

 

Slide 5: Staying Healthy

What can people do to keep your system healthy?

What advice can you give them?

 

Slide 6: Remaining a part of the Human Body 

Why should the Board of Human Systems keep your body system?

 

Slide 7: Resources

Write down a list of the resources you used.

Include any Internet addresses.

Include the title and author of all books.

 



Phase Three – Presenting your Presentation to the Board 
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During Week Ten each pair will show their presentation to the Board of Human Body Systems. A vote will be taken to see which body systems will be kept and which should be eliminated.
 

Conclusion
Which body system do you believe is the most important? 
Could the systems of the body live independently of one another? 

What steps can you take to keep all of your body systems healthy?

 

 

Lesson Closure: 
Some subsequent lessons to this would be genetic disorders of some specific systems or the specific chemistry of some of the systems. 

Assessment: 
· You should assess your students throughout the entire process. You should grade them weekly by requiring submission of progress reports consisting of one page explaining what they did and found out that week. Also, you should grade them of their speech skills when they give the presentation, take points of for reading directly from the slides, loss of eye contact, and fidgeting. It is also important that students learn early that plagiarizing is not acceptable so check their sources and verify that they did not plagiarize. Lastly, the students should be graded on how persuasive they were to the “board” on why their body system is the most important.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· digestive system
· muscular system
· skeletal system
· neurological system

· cardiovascular system

· endocrine system

· urinary system

· respiratory system

· reproductive system

Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· You will need to know how the 9 systems of the human body work and some diseases associated with each system
Lesson Scaling: 

If dealing with an age group for whom this lesson may be too advanced I would advise picking out the material and giving it to the students instead of making them research the material. If you do this I would also suggest making the material you supply to them a little easier to read. If dealing with an advanced group I would suggest forcing them to make a longer paper and / or  a physical model of any kind of tool used in the medical procedure they are discussing.
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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